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CHAPTER 126. 



After the knight of the Damsels was de" 
parted, Florendos, teing dO;^irous to execute 
the charge left with him, asked of the van- 
qnished knight who he was : Sir, he re;piied, 
we are both natives of this country. I am 
called Brandamor, and my companion had 
to name Sigerall. We two having long 
sought knightly adventures in company, con- 
cluded to make trial of this shield of Mira- 
guarda, and before we saw the keeper, we 
did battle with that knight of the Damsels 
who is now gone his way, in which we were 
maltreated even as you behold. In truth 
answered Florendos, the. discourteous enter- 
prize you took in hand, deserved greater 
chastisement than you have received, and 
such should always be the lot of those, who 
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put forth themselves in such actions. But 
now, as he has left appointed, you must 
promise that you will go and submit yourself 
in the court of king Recindos, or else endure 
more pain than your wounds give you. He, 
being still full of fear, promised to obey all 
that was enjoined him. And having bound 
up liis wound as well as he could, he de- 
parted ; tarrying no longer than was necessary 
tu bury his companion. 

In few days aft^, he arrived at the king of 
Spain's court, being very loth to enter in, 
because he was so well known to the king, and 
the chief of his household; but holding it at 
greater shame not to fulfil what he had pro- 
mised, he entered the palace at such time as 
the king was in the queen's apartment. They 
who beheld him, did not repute him amongst 
the number of those vanquished by the 
knight of the Damsels, because his armour 
was fair and unbroken, nor blemished in any 
place ; and his shield was no whit impaired^ 
but the device thereof to be seen at pleasure, 
so that they looked at him the more, ex- 
pecting some novelty* Sraadamor ateeinj 



3 



himself there, where he had to avow his fault 
in the presence of his friends, thought it 
worse than death itself; nevertheless, as 
one who desired to have it over, he made 
way forwards, and coming to the queen's 
tstrado knelt down, and taking off his hel- 
met, presented himself as the knight of the 
Damsels had commanded ; and though, as 
has been said, he was well known in that 
land, yet was he so disfigured by lack of 
blood which he had lost from that blow on 
the head, that none knew him : the queen 
having demanded of him who he was, asked 
for what occasion he enterprized to combat 
mth the knight of the Damsels. He then 
told her of the death of his companion Sige- 
rall, and how the knight that same day, be- 
fore he vanquished them, had jousted with 
the keeper of the shield, and had likewise 
combated with the giant Almourol, and had 
brought him in great danger of his life. 

Cortes, quoth the king, this man is the most 
excellent in the world ; the more I hear of 
his valour the more I am astonished. You, 
knight, if you had not for your excuse jthe 
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beauty of Miraguarda, which maketh men 
cominit a thousand faults contrary to their 
condition, would deserve a punishment equal 
to that of your companion, and it would 
beconie me to see it executed; for I must 
not consent that such robberies be com- 
iiiiitcd within my realm. Brandarporat this 
went to kiss his hand for the mercy which 
he had found ; and when he drew nearer 
the king knew him, which made him marvel 
the more, for he was held to be a good 
knight: so he commanded his chirurgeons 
should use good respect unto him, being 
sorry to behold him in such plight. Three 
days afterwards the two knights that would 
have ravished Silviana arrived at the coort, 
being so feeble and weak, as they were con- 
strained to lean on their squires' shoulders: 
he that had the least hurt, having made 
obeisance to the king and queen, addressed 
himself to the king without kneeling, which 
he could not do for weakness, and said. Most 
mighty prince, we having been conquered 
by the knight of the Damsels, are come 
hither by his command, to present ourselves 
to the ladies of this court, whom we intreat 



80 to work on our behalf with your majesty, 
that we may not be judged as the offence 
deserves for which we are sent here. And 
then he related the cause of the battle. 
Certes, cried the king, w^ell might God chas- 
tise me for not chastisinc: those who deserve it 
80 well ; I being his minister in the land, ought 
not to suffer such things. And if I did not 
think that your being sent here by the knight 
of the Damsels obliares me to inflict no far- 
ther punishment upon ye than ye bring 
wiih ye, the villainy which ye offered to a 
weak damsel, who was travelling without fear 
in my dominions, should be punished as the 
crime deserves. The more I hear of this 
knight the more I am indebted to him; for 
what I by my negligence do not attend to, 
he goes about punishing, and amending by 
his prowess. 1 know not why he will not let 
himself be known, that we might requite 
some part of his deserts ; — to recompence all 
would be impossible. Your highness, re- 
plied the knight, hath reason thus to esteem 
of him, for never was there such valour in 
man as there is in him : and now that our fault 
is forgiven, we beseech you that the ladiea 
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may suffer my companion and me to bear 
arms, which we must not do till they permit 
us. They will do as ihey think best, re- 
plied the king; ask nothing from me. The 
knights seeing the king's displeasure, then 
besought the queen to favour them, and 
command her ladies to entertain them into 
tlieir favourable judgments: promising from 
thenceforth to employ their time and strength 
in their services and in that of all damsels. 

Before the queen could answer him, another 
knight of no less stature and goodly appear- 
ance entered the hall, and kneeling before her, 
presented himself to the ladies on the part of 
the knight of the I?amsels ; for this was 
he who would have carried away Avlanza 
while he was busied in battle with the 
other two.' And he related all the manner 
of his adventure, and how the knight 
had taken his horse in place of that which 
he had killed, and made him take this jour- 
ney on foot, for the little way which he had 
been by him constrained to run after him : 
and as he was not to bear arms without leave 
granted by the ladies of that court, he be- 



sought her highness to favour him. Me- 
thinks, said the queen, ihat while the knight of 
the Damsels coulinuea in this land, we siiall 
always hear of great things ; and the ladies 
cannot now chuse but be greatly beholden 
unto him. This favour which you ask of 
me hath just been requested also by these 
other knights, who have been sent hither 
upon like occasion. I know not what else 
to do, lest I should constrain their pleasure, 
but commit you all three to their discretions, 
to whom you are sent. The knight no 
sooner beheld the other two, but he pre- 
sently knew them to be they whom he of the 
Damsels had conquered the same day; and 
then he thought less of his own overthrow, 
for the one of them was Ferabroca, the other 
Grutafora^. and both were of the race of the 
giants, and not accustomed to be vanquished. 
The king knew not what to say, seeing such 
great atchievements, which he held to be far 
different from the deeds of other men; and 
much more did he think so when he learnt 
the names of the knights, and that the third 
was Rocamor, who was greatly accounted of 
in that court. The ladies being conxmauded 



by the queen to determine concerning them 
as they thought good, agreed to restore tliem 
from their fall, and grant them leave to beav 
arms, on condition that they never employed 
them to the hurt of dame or damsel, nor 
ever refused gift or service which should 
bv dame or damsel be demanded of them, 
whether it were just or unjust. A hard con- 
dition did this appear to all, and diflBcult to 
fulfil. The king would have had them remit 
it ; but as it is their nature to be unreasonable 
in every thing, they would not be persuaded, 
and as women must have their way, they 
were forced to accept the terms ; which done, 
they departed. 

Some days past before any thing to be spoken 
of happened in the court. At length one 
Sunday, after vespers, the king being with 
the queen and her ladies in a varanda of her 
apartment which was over the place before 
the palace, there came into the place three 
goodly and gallant knights, armed in rich 
arms,, who made their obeisance as they 
past under the varandas, and then taking 
their post in another part of the place^ rested 



the hilts of their spears upon the ground, 
and leant upon ihem, while one of their squires 
went with a message to the king. All deemed 
that this would prove to he some new adven- 
ture,and waited to hear what the biddingwould 
be. The squire being come before the queen, 
he humbled himself on his knees before her, 
saying, Lady, these three strange knights 
commanded me to let your highness under- 
stand, that they have travelled a long time 
in the service of the three daughters of duke 
Calistrao of Arragon, who were judged fair 
in their eyes; albeit they were found false in 
their love. For they^ after they had long 
time entertained these knights as chief of 
their affections, were married unto three 
others, who were brought up in their father's 
court, and unworthy of them in every res- 
pect ; nevertheless are they satisfied with 
the exchange, as many are wont to be at first 
with their error, not considering the offence 
they have committed, in being so lorgetful oi 
their own honour, as to marry with such as be- 
seemed not their degrees ; the appetite which 
guided them, having blinded all judgment. 
Thes^ three knights are so highly oliended 
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hereat, as they have concluded never 
espouse any other damsels, but only such, 
being weary of their own servants, w 
vouchsafe to admit them entertainment. B 
if any such as are forsaken of their ladie 
shall alledge that this change is not equ; 
they will justify the fitness thereof again 
them by combat. 

And because these ladies may favour the 
in their demands, without any prejudice 
their renown, I will declare to you the e 
tates of these knights. The first is name 
Lustramar, the eldest son to the lUarqu 
Astramor. The second is called Arpian, he 
to the dutchy of Archeste. The third 

Gradiante, the count of Artasia. Now lad^ 

• 

with leave of your highness, the ladies ma 
shew their liking; what they request is, th< 
there may be no impediment to this, an 
here will they abide all this day, in the sam 
manner as you see, to make proof of arm 
against the servants of those who shall b 
willing to accept them. 

But if it so fall out, that they find the ladie 
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)f this court more desirous to keep their old 
icrvants than to entertain these newly come, 
:hey will be content to depart hence^ even 
is they came hither, and visit other courts, 
:o try if fortune will be so favourable to them, 
as to knit up their earnest desires to their 
contentment. 

A new manner of adventure did this appear 
to the king; and though it were of a nature 
worthy of mirth, yet were there some gal- 
lants in the court whom it put in fear, not 
trusting so much in the constancy of those 
whom they served as to think themselves se- 
cure, especially seeing the knights were of such, 
tank. Moreover, he who knows what wo- 
men are, should never rely so much upon 
their show of love, as to think that they may 
not, even w^hen it is greatest, change, ac- 
cording to their natural condition. Well 
would this truth have been seen in that 
court, if shame had not imposed some little 
constraint; for there were some dames there 
who would lightly have forsaken servants of 
long standing, to have married either of 
die three companions. The knights having 
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received reply from the king and queen, that 
they gave leave to the ladies to use their 
pleasure, and to their rejected or cast-ofF 
servants to do battle thereupon, wailed great 
part of the day, without aiiy one accepting 
the offer. Just as the sun was setting, the 
knight of the Damsels arrived, his arms bat- 
tered and broken, and the colour of his 
shield effaced, upon a large and goodly 
horse. Great was ^the stir and expectation 
which- his coming occasioned, and he was 
presently given to understand the cause 
which had brought these three adventurers 
there : whereat his damsels were much 
moved, and well pleased withal ; for being 
weary of him, or of seeing that he was so 
of them, they thought to exchange for these 
knights. Now ladies, said he, you have 
an opportunity of showing the love you bear 
me, and I of seeing what I have gained by 
my long services; for these knights seek Uis- 
contented ladies, with whoua they will con- 
tent themselves. I, cried Artisia, have been 
so undeceived by your company, that if the 
knights seek for one who is willing to change 
old thoughts for new love, here am I whc^ 
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will make the exchange. And we aieofthc 
same mind, said they whom he had woti 
from the knights in the forest ; upon this, 
they sent to the three knights, and willed 
them to come and deliver them out of his 
hands, who would compel them to stay in 
his company. The knights upon this placed 
themselves in order to joust, not with any 
intent to marry them, if tliey should con- 
quer, for their demand was riot to that end. 
Methinks, said the king to the queen, these 
knights have hit upon a bad time for their 
cnterprize, for he of the Damsels will not 
part with them without their full price. 

Artisia and her companions forsook the other 
company of Arlanza, and put themselves 
apart from them, that it might be seen the 
contest was on their account. The ladies of 
the court could not chuse but marvel thereat, 
knowing well the prowess of the knight that 
had cpnducted them : some judged the occa- 
sion to be the damsels' desire, that they 
might be at their own liberty: others re- 
puted the cause to some dislike which they 
resented, and which made them abhor him: 
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but the rnaia reason was, that they alway* 
want what is new, and any thing which they 
are long used to tires them. 

Gradiante seeing the day waste apace, ad- 
vanced himself forth first, making show of 
the joust. He of the Damsels, who as little 
wished for any delay, laid heels to his horse, 
and ran at him, and encountered him ii| 
such sort, that he bore him out of his saddle, 
clean over the crupper. Then turning to 
Artisia, he said. For this lime, lady mine, 
you must be at my disposal. Then he received 
another lance, that one of the king's pages 
brought him, the king having some always 
ready for such occasions, and with it he un- 
horsed Arpian in like manner, himself re- 
maining as firm in his seat as if he had not 
been touched ; whereat the three com par 
nions were full discontent, for they had not 
been wont to be so lightly vanquished. Lus- 
traman, who was the best among them, a 
soon as he saw him ready ran at liim, full c 
anger and melancholy ; and though from tl 
strength of this knight he of the Dams* 
received some hurt, for besides, having 
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Sitna9 pierced and receiving a slight wound he 
lost a stirrup, he did not the less send him to 
tbe ground also. 

This victory, though it was no little one> 
did not seem of great account in the court, 
¥y reason of the great fame of him who had 
atchieved it. The three companions would 
have done battle with the sword, and chiefly 
Lustramar did seem most desirous of it: but 
he of the Damsels excused himself, seeing 
the day departing so speedily, and the dark 
Mght ready to overtake them ; yet would not 
Lustramar be content with his excuse, but 
still persisted. 

I pray you, sir Knight, said Polifema, chuse 
the least evil, and be content with what you 
have received, for our keeper is so accus- 
tomed never to be conquered, that none can 
receive any dishonoar in being conquered by 
him. I have found so small assurance an- 
wered Lustramar, in women*s words, as 
for your counsel I w\\\ not forbear to follow 
my enterprize. Nevertheless, said Artisia, I 
advise you by all means not to reject it. But 
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at this time the king came down, for the de- 
sire he had to know the knight of the Dam- 
sels would not let him rest ; and by his 
authority preventing the battle, he took 
them all in, for the others also wtre worthy 
of that honour. He of the Damsels entered 
the palace accompanied by his whole bevy, 
and leading Arlanza by the hand ; for on all 
public occasions he treated her with the 
most deference. And coming before the 
qu en he knelt down, and took his lieLiiet 
olf to kiss her hand. But so soon as he had 
discoverer! his face the king knew him ^d 
took him in his arms, saying, You need 
think nothing now, lad)-, of all which yoa 
have heard of this kni;4hi's prowess, for he 
is wont to atchieve greater things. This is 
Florian of the Desert, the knight of the Sa^ 
"vage Man, son of Don Diiardos and the 
Lady Flerida your friend. The que^n hear-' 
ing these words, rose, and embracing him 
graciously, charged hfm with his discourtesy, 
when he passed by the court and would ao( 
suffer himself to be known. 

liustramarand his companions, knowing that 
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hcTrbichbad vanquished them was the knight 
of the Savage Man, of whose exploits the 
world was full, they made no account of 
the foil they had received; but on the morn- 
ing when they departed thence, they desired 
that he would rank them in the list of his 
friends, saying that they should think their 
mishap fortunate in procuring tbem that 
name. He of tl>e Damsels requited them 
with equal courtesy, and advised them by all 
means, for their own sakes, to pursue their 
present enterprize no farther, and not to 
tbink much of the wrong their ladies had 
ione them, for love in them is never so firm 
hut that any thing may shake it. 

The kniglit of the Damsels would then fain 
have departed also, but the queen perforce 
detained him for some days, for she rejoiced 
greatly to see him in her house, as well fot 
his great prowess and for his friendship with 
her sons Beroldo and Onistaldo, as because 
he was the son of Flerida, with whom she 
had been bred up. After ten days he took his 
leave of the king and queen, leaving Silviana 
theie in the court, where she was well known, 
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as also Artisia and her companions, -who 
would keep him company no longer: never- 
theless, the remembrance of what had happen- 
ed occasioned them some regret, which made 
them bid him the farewell with tears. The 
queen bestowed marks of favour upon Ar- 
lanza, and gave her things of great price, 
when the knight took his leave; for her and 
Ber damsels he took with him, in the intent 
which ye have heard. The king accoai- 
panied him good way out of the city, ^nd 
then commending his sons to him, and be- , 
seeching him to kiss the emperor's hand m 
his name, and remember him to all liift 
friends, he returned to his palace, whert; 
every thing now seemed solitary, after the 
great pleasure they had of late enjoyed ; but 
now it was as if some misfortune had hap- 
pened. Thus always it is when any onei 
departs, especially those to whom we are 
bound by reason and friendship. 
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CHAPTER 127. 



)f the Savage, before he departed from 
iing of Spain's court, ordered new arms . 
►e made, with his old device of the 
ige Man, because he had greater de- 
t therein than in any other. In this 
ner he travelled atchieving many adven- 
s, which I let pass, because they were 
of such importance as to be placed 
tig his other knightly deeds. It was hi« 
ine at length to arrive in a pleasant vat 
even there where the castle of Arnalta 
d. It so chanced, that Arnalta had at 
time ridden abroad with her merlins, and 
then beholding-a combat in which Dra- 
;ilte, the son of duke Drapos, conquered 
light, who would not concede to what 
s the keeper of the vitlley required, that 
tilta was the fairest lady on the earth. 
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and the most worthy to be served. His 
arms were striped in bars with grej and 
gold, and he bare in his shield the same de- , 
vice which Miraguarda had enjoined him, 
w hen he came with the princess to the castle 
of Almourol, and lost the honour of the day. 
Arnalta was now losing the anger which she 
resented at his foil, when her beauty was the 
quarrel: for though in women dislike be 
more durable than love, yet as she saw hiin 
persevere so long in her service, being more* 
over a young and comely gallant, her incli* 
nation changed, and she in the end began 
to favour his courteous deeds with more 
regard than she had done before. And now 
seeing him of the Savage coming-with Ar- 
lanza and her damsels, Arnalta kiiew by 
the device upon his shield, that this was 
he who had deceived her, and on whom 
she desired to be revenged ; and she had 
pity on the damsels in his company, think- 
ing that they accompanied him against 
their will, some envy being mingled with 
that compassion, for she also thought that 
peradventure there might be one among 
them who was happy enough to have him^ 
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ibrher sA-vant. So turning to Dragonalte 
«he said. Behold, here comes the man in the 
world who hath done me the most wrong, 
and of whom I most desire to be revenged 
now: therefore, I desire to see the utmost of 
your redoubted behaviour. And if you pass 
kappily through this danger, it shall be the 
last you shall enterprize for me, the crown of 
*lf, and the commencement of your repose : 
for I will not fail to recompence you to your 
foil contentment. . So great a promise, re- 
plied he, ought to be of such power, that 
Ae victory, should I win it, must be as- 
cribed to tliat and not to my own strength. 
1 have never failed to conquer, except 
when your favour failed me; and now having 
that in this great bounty, what excuse would 
there be if I should fail in atchieving even 
what is impossible? In truth, I should think 
U suffi-cieat revenge upon whom I wished 
great evil, to see him so burthened with 
Women; but as this does not satisfy you, I 
will sword in hand do your pleasure, at the 
I cost of his blood. 

i While these words passed, he of the Savage 
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drew nigh. Sir Knight^ said Dragonslte in 
a loud voice^ according to the custom of 
this valley, you must either make trial of 
my mighty and be at the disposal of ihii 
lady princess, or you must confess that shf 
is the fairest lady in the world, and the most 
worthy to be served ; and moreover, laying 
aside your arms, you must yield yourself to 
her, that she may receive satisfaction foi 
a wrong or disservice which you hav^ 
%vrought her : and that you may not in ail 
things receive displeasure, she will admit 
these damsels into her service ; you, I we«i» 
will part with them with a good will, to ri4 
yourself of so great a load. 

If she so greatly desires their service, replied 
he of the Savage, ill have you done in not 
seeking me sooner, when I had as many 
more, and the service would have beea 
doubled. Howbeit, neither shall these serve 
her, nor will I confess what you demand, 
which would be to confess a lie. I am my- 
self the servant of such a lady, as she may 
no way equal in beauty, and that I shall 
make you confess before I depart. 
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ceasioned great melancholy in I)ra« 
J and gave Arnalta great displeasure : 
was full vain^ and could not brook to 
lother praised. Dragonalte having 
lance and righted himself in the sad* 
ked at Arnalta^ that she might favpur 
be encounter^ and broached his horse 
the knight^ who likewise prepared 
to the joust: they encountered toge- 
antly ; Dragonalte pierced the other's 
nd brake his lance upon his armour, 
him bend something back upon the 

but he himself was cast forth of his 
Upon this the other dismounted^ and 
attle began as had not for many a day 
n there, for Dragonalte was a right 
ight^ and worthy to be ranked among 
by ones of those times. -And remem- 
le earnestness with which his lady 
ed him to revenge her upon this 
and that by the issue of this battle 
d either obtain the guerdon of all 
us, and become king of Navarre, or 
and life withall, he did wonders ; 

any time had he displayed sucb 
but what did it avail 5 for he of the 



24 

Savage baffled all this prowess. Long did 
their strife endure^ before any vantage couii 
be perceived in either; but at lengthy Dra- 
gon ah e's strength began to fail, for he was i 
badly wounded. He of the Savage, unwii^ j 
ling to pursue it to the end, for he knew wto " 
he was, drew back to let him take breatlii 
and while he rested besought him to give 
over the battle, and continue to keep die 
pass, for he would proceed upon his journej- 
1 know, replied Dragonalte, that these terum 
Avould not be bad ones for me, if life were 
the thing which I most regarded; but inas- 
much as that is what I least think of, let it 
go, and the battle be renewed, for I wish not 
to preserve that, when other hopes are lost- 
Then turning again to the combat, after short 
while, despairing to conquer so mighty aa 
enemy, his strength and spirit failed him for 
loss of blood, and he fell senseless at hi« 
enemy's feet. 

Cruel as Arnalta was she could not forbear 
coming to help him, seeing him in such 
phght, for the knight of the Savage took oflF 
his helmet,, and made shew as if he would 
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cut off his head ; and coining up to him she 
said, I beseech you, sir Knight, in atone- 
ment for some wrong, if you have done me 
any, do not take his life; victory is sufficient 
for an honourable mind, all beyond is cru- 
elty. How that may be I know not, replied 
he of the Savage, but this I know, that I 
will not hold my hands, without he recant 
his former words, or you promise me a gift 
that [ shall demand. Ill De your fortune, 
cried Arnalta, who, not content with con- 
quering, require a pledge for sparing him. 
Leave him then, for 1 promise the boon, 
provided it be no dishonour to me. Now 
then, said he, give order that his wounds be 
looked to ; I will then tell you what I require. 
Then Arnalta's damsels disarmed Drago- 
nalte, who coming to himself, so abhorred 
bis life, that he refused all remedy for it, 
uttering words which it was piteous to hear ; 
for love makes brave men betray weakness 
in cases wherein beseems to forsake them; 
They conveyed him into the castle, and drest 
his hurts with great care ; but the worst pain 
uhich he felt, and the hurt which most 
afflicted him, was to think that he had now 
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utterly lost all hope of winning his lady ; an 
for this cause he loathed liie. 

Amalta ordered the knight of the Savage t 
he lodged out of the castle, in an apartmen 
which she was wont to allot to those person 
whom she wished to show little courtesy tc 
and she now despaired ever to have th 
vengeance upon him which she wishec 
After three days, Dragonalte being some 
thing recovered, she wished to dismiss hie 
of the Savage, her heart not enduring to se 
him in her house who had done her sue 
wrong, and whom she so greatly hated. An 
going to visit Dragonalte, as she was some 
times wont to do, she found him there ; an 
with language beseeming her person, sh 
besought him to say now what it was the 
he was minded to require of her. Lady, h 
replied, you are so fair, that were you not s 
melancholick also, your servants could by n 
one be overcome, nor is there any one in th 
world who would deny what they afljrm. 
am so sensible of this truth, that if I ha 
not been commanded to acknowledge it b 
force, I sliould have done so by my own fre< 
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I. Yet I have beea in the court of Eng- 
i where there are fair ladies^ and in tbmt 
Spain as well. I have seen Florenda, 
ghter of Arnedos king of France, who is 
)lled by many, and above all the court of 
emperor Palmerin, wherein all beauty is 
tained. I know Gridonia and Flerida, 
)se charms are still nnfaded ; the princess 
inarda, the queen of Thrace, Sidela, 
ghter of the kingXamaes of Lacedemonia, 
many others, the fame of whom fills the 
Id. I have also seen Targiuia, the daugb* 
of the Great Turk, for whom Albayzar the 
Ian of Babylon doth such wonders : in 
judgment all these might confess some 
tage in you, and so they speak of you 
) speak without affection. But you are 
o rigorous a condition, so cruel and bard 
!>e satisfied, that it doth something abate 
worth of your beauty. 

s (let it not offend yon that I speak 
nly,) you cannot deny yourself, making 
ight account as you do of sir Dragonalte 
e, not remembering that being such a per- 
as he is, so great a prince, so singular a 
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knight, and of the consort of the most famou 
and best of these times; he forsakes thci 
company, conversation, and friendship, t 
serveyou, ofFeringhimself to so many danger! 
to do your pleasure. Now, therefore, be 
cause it is not fitting that beauty so exceller 
should be accompanied by such different qua 
lities, the boon which I have required of yo 
is, that in recompenoe of his noble deserti 
you accept him as your . husband : so sha 
you both fulfil your promise to me, and ac 
complish the commandment which the kinj 
your father charged you should fulfil : mai 
rying conformably to your rank and person 
and with one who by bis love deserves yoi 
a thing which ought to be esteemed abov 
all others. I now expect your answer^ t 
see what assurance m?iy be built upon you 
word. Sir knight, said Arnalta, tell me 
beseech you first, who you are, for I woul 
be resolved of that, before I determine wha 
you require. 

The knowledge of me, fair lady, said th 
knight of the Savage Man, shall be no hin 
drance to the matter ; I am called Florian c 
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the Desert, son to Don Duardos, the English 
prince, and Flerida daughter to tlie emperor 
Paloierin. Hearing these words, Certes, 
cried Dragonalte, if in the victory you have 
obtained I should lose nothing else hut re- 
putation, I could not be any jot offended, 
being vanquished at his hands who always 
returneth from the combat conqueror : but 
seeing I risk the hope that should yield me 
content, and that I cannot complain of hav- 
ing been conquered, seeing who hath been 
the conqueror, I must complain of fortune 
if in the rest she should prove contrary to 
me. 

Arnaltahung her head a Uttle when she heaTil 
his name, remembering what had passed, 
and full willingly, notwithstanding the hatred 
which she resented towards him, would she 
have been to match with him in marriage ; 
but knowing well that he would not accept 
her, and being moreover full of vanity at 
the praises which he had bestowed upon her, 
for she fancied they were sincere, she deter- 
mined to content herself with his request. 
Then looking up with a show of cheerful- 
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ness, I did not think, sir knight, said she 
that he which could so nobly vanquish men 
could be content to deceive women. The 
feats which I have beheld of sir Dragonalt« 
are such, as beside my promise unto you 
win me to assent : but it is upon this con 
dition, that within a year, he shall bring m 
to the court of the emperor Palmerin, for 
desire to see the greatness thereof, and to re 
main in the conversation and friendship o 
those ladies which you have named. 

This condition, said the knight of the Savag 
Man, is what I ought to have requested ; fc 
the emperor I know will hold his court he 
noured by your presence. Let your highnei 
give me your hand, that I may kiss it for tb 
favour thus bestowed upon me ; but she en 
braced him courteously, and Dragonali 
would have humbled himself at his feet, thinl 
ing now that his defeature had been a ble 
sing sent from heaven, when it was thus r 
quited : and he now felt his wounds the les 
for they were drestby the hands of Arnalt 
Three days afterwards the governors of tl 
realm were convened, and they knowing h< 
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intention, and also the prowess and good 
qualities of Dragonalte, approved the mar- 
riage as good, and convenient to the state 
and authority of their lady. It wa-? solem- 
nized in the same castle, for he of the Savaiije 
'I being desirous to pursue his journey, would 
not wait the time which the governors re- 
quested for the preparation of suitable feasts : 
so it was eiTected then v^ith all the solemnity 
which the place would permit. The knight 
of the Savage then took his leave, leaving 
Dragonalte in full contentment, and the 
queen satisfied with his promise to carry her 
to the emperor's court. The history now 
ceases to speak of them and returns to Albay- 
zar, whose deeds it is well to record, because 
they were not such as deserve oblivion. 



52 



CHAPTER 128, 



Alba}' zar, soldan of Babylon, three days after 
the joust between bim and the knight of 
the Savage Man, taking his farewell of the 
king, the queen, the ladies, and those knights ^ 
of the court who were his friends, set for- 
ward on his way, accompanied with two 
squires, making such speed both by sea 
and land, that in forty days time he attain- 
ed to the city of Constantinople. And be- 
ing, as ye have heard, of a proud and 
haughty nature, neither offering show of 
courtesy to any one, nor seeming from any 
one to wish it, he entered the chamber of pre- 
sence, where he found the emperor, the em- 
press and her ladies, beside the chief princes 
and knights of the court: and placing his 
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eve upon the princesses and ladies who were 
there present, hepresently judged which was- 
the queen of Thrace, whereof he was certi- 
fied by noting that her place was equal with 
Polinarda's. Then forcing somewhat his con- 
dition, he presented himself before her on 
one knee, saying, Lady, when I was about to 
depart from the king of Spain's court, a 
knight arrived there, accompanied with nine 
damsels ; and he trying the jousts with tbc 
chiefs of that country, unhorsed them alU 
He and I defied each other, and having bro- 
ken some lances without vantage on either 
part, I was at last conquered. He then com- 
manded me to submit myself before you, for 
the condition was so made. And he bade 
me say it grieves him that this, which is the 
first exploit he hath atchieved in your name, 
is not of such account as he would wish it. 
I have fulfilled this : now then, lady, see what 
you will ordain concerning me. Albayzar 
being well known in the court, great the stir 
was on all sides for his arrival, and the em- 
peror himself was well pleased, having dread- 
ed lest any misadventure should belal him, 
which he would not for any price should be. 
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so greatly did he desire to requite Targis 
for what he was beholden to her. 

The queen of Thrace, who was little acci 
tomed to such things, and was moreo> 
somewhat abashed at seeing so great a prin 
before her, and one whose presence seem 
so much to rejoice the emperor, remain 
awhile without answering him; and th 
taking his hand she made him rise, sayir 
What I would have is, that you should do 
it shall please the emperor to command yc 
which I judge shall be nothing hurtful, s< 
ing the great desire he hath to rejoice t 
princess Targiana with your presence. 

This determination Albayzar regarded as 
favour, and then having saluted the empr 
and Gridonia, he came to the emperor, w 
took him in his arms, and said, With hi 
much better a will, sir Albayzar, would s 
dan Olorique, your father, have received i 
embrace ! Nevertheless, I am satisfied w 
thinking that I fulfil my old friendship wi 
him, and the love which I bear to the la 
Targiana; this house is hers ; — I am griev 
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that you will not think it yours also, for 
as the son of your father, and the husband of 
Targi^na, I would fain hold you in the like 
account. 

Sir, replied Albayzar, every thing might be 
expected, and every thing behcved of your 
person, nor am I of so simple understanding 
but I can well perceive what great honour 
you have always afforded me ; but yet I can- 
not forget the shame I received here in your 
court, when I was vanquished, and above 
all, that here I saw the princess Targiana, 
who had been stolen by your grandson, the 
knight of the Savage ; and this being a thing 
80 worthy of chastisement, your reason 
availed nothing, nor the representations 
oflFered by the Turk, requiring you to do 
him justice yourself, or to deliver him up, 
that it mi^rht be done in his court: instead 
of this, you have denied him that right 
^vhich you are wont to observe toward all, 
not merely withholding what he requires, 
hut. also hearing his embassies witli scorn, 
love and kindred availing wirh you more 
than reason and justice; which is a fault 
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tJescrviiJg of greater reprehension in prince* 
than in anj other persons. 

I well know, replied the emperor, that whea 
the will is warped, reason and excuses avail 
little in setting it right ; though what you 
say might well he answered, it being clear 
and manifest that the lady Turgiana came .. 
hither on her own good will, sxnd not enforced 
thereto. But not to weary 3^0 u with reasons 
to which you will not listen^ let us leave the 
matter. Take now your rest, and appoint 
your departure when it pleases, since this 
galleys of the Turk await you. Albayzar re- 
plied, I take the time now to be so commo- 
dious, that it will be best not to lose so good 
an opportunity. Even as please you, said 
the emperor, let your pleasure be done iilr 
every thing. 

The ambassador, who was awaiting him and 
had been present at all this, after going 
through his ceremonies and courtesies to- 
ward Albayzar, after the manner of the 
Turks, told him that he might embark that 
same hour, for the galleys^ were ready^ tbe 
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ca in good case, and the wind well for their 
ojage. Albayzar having license of the em- 
eror and empress, took leave of the rest, 
ad departed as he came, accompanied by 
is squires, the ambassador of the Turk fol- 
uring him with Lis train. With the ambas- 
idor, to do him honour, went king Pole.idos, 
ielcar, and some others who had been pri- 
mers and were his friends. Primaleon 
Iso, at the emperor's command, forcing his 
iclination, which was never to show cour- 
?sy where it was so ill received, accom- 
•aoied him till he had embarked. Dramu- 
iando went with him, he happening at that 
ime to be in the court, and seeing how drily 
md haughtily Albayzar took leave of Prima- 
eon, could not dissemble at such unieason- 
ible demeanour. Certes, Albayzar, quoth 
le, any courtesy is ill bestowed upon you,' 
who receive it like one who understands it 
QotI It is the emperor's fault; he will de- 
taean himself according to his own nature 
towards those who deserve it not, and so his 
people are treated with contempt. It is plain, 
answered Albayzar, that nothing in me can 
^ease you ! for that i care little, for though 
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your friendship fail tne^ I may find others 
ivhich will excuse it. But that you may not 
judge of my actions contrary to their intent, 
this I tell thee^ that a noble mind disdaineth 
familiarity to them whom he accounteth for 
his enemies. I am an enemy to all this house ; 
and having so proclaimed myself, having 
avowed hatred, and feeling hatred in my 
heart, what reason is there that I should 
make other semblance f Let them do so who 
have no confidence in themselves* Brave 
men use no disguise ; and hence it is that I 
do not use such ceremony towards Sir Pri- 
maleon as his rank requires, and his person 
deserves. If this does not seem good to 
you, let it seem as ill as you like ! and if I 
live, I will ere long show you in deeds be- 
fore these walls, what you now discover in my 
will. 

Dramuziando answered. This I can tell you, 
that that time seems long to one of my 
condition, for I want to find opportunity of 
taking satisfaction for the shield of Mira^. 
guarda, which you stole from me ; and 
rfhicbi X shall ever lesent till I revenge 
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toyself^ not being contented that another 
sbuuid reTenge tiie wrong which was done 
unto me. 

Albayzar was about to make him answer, 
but Primaleon, who was by nature harsh in 
language, lest he should now give way to his 
inclination, departed, taking Dramuziando 
with him, and with the other knights return- 
ed to the palace. There, when they related 
what had pftssed, it pleased all but the em 
peror, who always desired that his enemies 
should be entirely to blame ; but it plainly 
appeared to him, and to ^11 his court, that 
the deep hatred which Albayzar always avow- 
ed would seek how to be satisfied. 

The Turkish gallies havibg cleared the port, 
hoisted sail, and having wind at will, came 
in few days to the harbour, where the Great 
Turk expected them And as it is natural to 
be always apprehensive in things which are 
greatly desired, and to rejoice the more wheu 
they are attained, so was it upon Albayzar's 
arrival; for the Turk bearing in mind the 
base treason which he bad used towacdft 
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A© knights of the emperor, wheh they 
brought him back his daughter, feared that • 
now he had released them, the like would be 
done to Albayzar; but seeing himnowre- 
turn> his joy was doubled. • He went out wifh 
all his train to meet him at his landing, with 
such love as if he had been his father ; and 
he would not let any embassy on the part of 
the emperor be delivered unto him ; this did 
he that they might not speak of his great- 
ness and virtue, nor of the good entertain-* 
meht which they had received ; for the more 
these were praised, the worse did the offence 
appear which he had committed against Po- 
lendos and his companions. 

Albayzar remained a certain time in the 
GreatTurk'scourti attending the coming of 
the principal estates of Babylon, whom he 
would have <here present at the second so- 
lemnizing of his marriage, which was cele- 
brated with greater feasts and rarer inven- 
tions than had ever been seen in that coun- 
try. There were present the soldan of Per- 
sia, the king of Bythinia, the king of Caspia, 
ihe king of Trebisond^and many other princes 
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^nd knights. From whose meeting it came 
to pass, that when the feasts were over, they 
consulted upon the destruction of Constan- 
f tinople, each swearing that at an appointed 
tune, he would come with all his own powefj 
and all that of his allies and kinsmen. This 
great enterprize being thus determined upon 
thev ail returned into their own kins^domt 
and we shall speak of them ia due tiise. 
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CHAPTER 12.9. 
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The knight of the Tyger, of whom our his- 
tory hath been silent a long time, entered 
the foist with Argentao, the governor of the 
Profound Isle, at what time the wind was so 
contrary, as he was fain to take landing in that 
same isle, where he sojourned few days, the 
long desire he had to reach Constantinople 
making him imagine the time too tedious 
till he came thither. As soon as the weather 
permitted he departed thence in a galley, ac- 
companied with only Selviam, being in a new 
armour which he caused to be made in the 
Profound Isle, but keeping his device of the 
Golden Tyger, which was renowned through 
all countries in Christen^m. In short time 
he came to the coast of^ Scotland, where his 
m nd served him well to go on shore. 



On the third dciy, at evening, he came into 
a goodly valley, along the midst whereof ran 
a great river, so deep that it couid in few 
places be forded. He had not proceeded far 
along its banks, before he saw a dwelling of 
noble appeariance and newly edified, on the 
same side of the river; and before it was a 
bridge, the which was kept by a knight in 
armour of red and green with borders of gold, 
who bare in his shield a White Bull, in a 
field sable; by which device he knew that it 
was his brother Pompides. He rode upon a 
large iron-grey horse, and being a man of 
great stature and one who became his arms, 
80 did the adornments of his persoo' make 
him appear goodlier. 

Oq the other side the bridge was another 
knight, who seemed of not less estimatioa 
than he of the Bull, for in person he was no- 
thing behind him, and in bravery of arms 
had something the vantage. And because 
no one might pass the bridge without he 
did first combat with him that defended it, 
or yield himself to Armisia the king of Scots* 
daughter, to whom the bouse belonged •, this 
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Strange knight was attending when he of the 
Bull should be ready, that he might win the 
passrtge by force; for as for submitting to the 
other condition, that would he not do for any 
force, as well knowing that Armisia had esta- 
blished this custom only for his sake^ none 
such having existed in old time, and that 
bridge being the main place of passage in 
all the realm. The bridge was so large as 
four knights might easily combat thereon, 
and it was so well fenced on either side^ that 
horses entered upon it without fear. 

He of the Tyger staid awhile, to see the 
end of the combat between these knights, 
and viewing well the knight of the Bull^ who 
had lifted up the beaver of his helmet to 
speak to a damsel which stood looking forth 
at a window, he was then assured that it was 
his brother Pompides: the talk which he 
held with her was short, and so low that it 
could not be heard. He of the Bull tbea 
closed his beaver, and entered upon the bridge, 
lance in hand. Methinks, cried the other in 
a loud voice, you would have all the day past 
in ceremonies ! for having kept me a good 
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while waiting before you came, you have now 
tarried in amorous talk^or in making offers at 
another'scost. If Ihavemadesuch,replied he 
of the Buil^I shall fulfil them, as I have been 
long accustomed to do. Now,quoth the other, 
I pride myself upon breaking customs^ so 
look to yourself ! 

Without more words they ran together, and 
encountered in the middle of the bridge 
with all their might; their spears brake, and 
they met body to body with such a shock, 
that both fell to the ground, being well nigh 
astound. Both rose as well as they could^ 
and grasping their shields began, sword in 
band, so terrible and fierce a battle, that the 
like had never before been seen at that pass : 
for though he of the Bull had now kept the 
bridge two months at Armisia's request, and in 
that time had performed many feats, answer- 
able to his person, ana had conquered some 
famous knights, yet none had ever come who 
wasequalwith this in hardihood, and strength, 
and skill. He of the Tvcer thouu:ht it one of 
the best fought battles he had ever witnessed, 
aad feared lest Pompides should be on^i* 
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come ; but at length, when both wei 
handled, and their armour well ni§ 
lished, he could perceive that the c 
the weaker. Both at last, being 
longer to continue in such strife, dre 
the strange knight sate himself do* 
one of the benches of the bridge, a 
the Bull leant against the side, 
knight, said he, I perceive that ii 
made any promises, I am able to 
them; but by what I see of your 
would faia thai it should be rese 
other occasions, and not come to 
here. You, in yielding yourself 
hands of the lady Armisia would lose 
since you see that others who have 
have received no hurt. To go on 
battle is what cannot be done with< 
risk : and inasmuch as none sh< 
Jiimself 10 danger, save only in cases 
his honour would else suffer impes 
my advice is that you should do i 
Sir knight, replied the other, what 
loss might result to me from doing \ 
advise, I know better than you ; h 
U^w our battle^ that and fortune will 
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1 am prepared for any thing. And without 
waiting answer^ he made at the knight of the 
BuU. 

But though in this second struggle the 
strange knight put forth all his strength, and 
did wonders ; not being able to withstand 
such blows as were dealt him, he fell upon 
the ground, overwearied and well nigh dead. 
He of the Bull took off his helmet, saying. 
Since you would not take my advice when 
you might have done it with less danger, 
you must now yield yourself perforce to the 
lady Armisia, or I must cut off your head. 
Certes, sir knight, replied the stranger, I 
know not which be the worst danger ; but 
that it may be said, I rather chose to die than 
to yield myself to her who desires to be re- 
venged on me, do what you please ; I will 
rather yield to you, than to one whom no- 
thing can satisfy. He of the BuU seeing him 
so obstinate, and not knowing the cause^ 
Risked him to tell his name. Neither will I 
tell you that, he replied, for if I have any 
hope of life, it is that the conqueror may not 
know whom he has conquered. He of the 
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Bull being well Inclined, held bis hand, and 
sent by his squire to tell Armisia what had 
past between them, beseeching her to think 
it good to give the knight his life, seeing 
there was no reason why he should lose it* 
And Armisia being also of a merciful nature 
where she resented no hatred, commanded 
one of her damsels to tell him that he should 
learn who the knight was, and let him go. 

The damsel coming to th^m, and setting eyea 
upon the vanquished, knew him to be 
Adraspe, son to the duke of Sisania, who 
had slain prince Doriel, brother to her lady^ 
for the revenge of whose death, the guarding 
of that passage was first ordained. Upoa 
this she began to cry aloud and tear her hair, 
and lament the death of Doriel. The 
princess Armisia understood what it wa^; 
and as all her sex have little moderation in 
taking revenge and satisfying their wills^ 
she came down immediately, with her wo- 
men waiting on her, both she and they 
weeping bitterly ; and she said to the knight 
of the Bull, What are you about, knight, that 
you do not ease me of the desire whi9li l^ath 
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most tonnenled me ? This whom you have 
at jour feet is be who slew my brother, and 
liath made the old age of the king my father 
wretched ; the enemy of my honour. Put 
«x end to his life^ that mine may be at peace. 

Certes, said he of the Tyger to Selviam, the 
anger of a woman^ when she can execute it^ 
is more dangerous than the might of ten 
thousand men. Take my horse, and I will 
go see if by my entreatance his life may be 
saved. Then came he on foot to the bridge, 
and desired the knight of the Bull to delay 
awhile, and turning to Armisia h6 said. If, 
lady, any ancient enmity causeth you to 
desire ihe death of this knight, I pray you 
admit to memory that one of so great calling 
as you are, ought not to be void of mercy, 
and chiefly at such a time, when you have 
power to execute the extremity of your will. 
It is not seemly where God and nature have 
bestowed such gifts, that you should stain 
ihem with cruelty. Sufficient revenge is it 
for the conqueror that the conquered knows 
he hath received life at his hands ; and if my 
reasons be not sufficient to appease your 
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unger, 1 pray you yet consider with yourself, 
that no person ever refused mercy who did 
not afterwards stand in need of it. f: 

Tliese and other like speeches of reason and 
virtue did the knight of the Tyger use, to 
appease Armisia; but what avails reason 
where there is no reason i Instead of hearing 
him she commanded liim of the Bull to cut 
oiF the head of her enemy. He shall not kill 
liim, cried he of the Tyger; for if you, lady, 
are determined at all events to have your 
will, I will defend him. It is to prevent 
wrong that I bear arms. I would, said the 
knight of the Bull, that it might please the 
princess to abate her anger, and grant life to 
him who deserves it not : but since you 
would defend him with threats, I will per- 
form her bidding, and then, wounded as you 
see me, try you what you can do to revenge 
him! 

The knight of the Tyger, though he had said 
that he would defend him, had no intention 
so to do, for Pompides could not have 
sWod agaimt him: he had only said this, 
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thinking tliat Armisia for fear of vfhat her 
Inight might suffer,he being already so hardly 
handled^ would relent ; but it availed no- 
thing, for in persisting in their will they are 
£rn]^ and nothing inconstant then. But for- 
tune had so decreed it^ lest farther hurt 
might befallj that while they were thus dis- 
puting, tl>c knight gave up the ghost, for loss 
of blood. Armisia seeing Adraspe dead, could 
XK>t be yet contented therewith, because his 
head was not smitten off as she commanded. 
Wherefore, because Pompides had not ac- 
comphshed what she willed him, she with* 
drew in anger to her chamber^ leaving him 
vpon the bridge. He, who was passionately 
enamoured of her, and had for that reason 
kept the passage, remained in such sorrow, 
that not being able to stand, he sate himself 
upon the border of the bridge. He of the 
Tyger compassionating his trouble, as having 
himself resented the like, came to comfort 
him, which Pompides seemed to disdain, 
because he judged that his presence pro- 
cured his misfortune. At this time Selviara 
came up, who seeing what had passed lef 
the horses tied to an ash tree. As soon 9 
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the kniglit of the Bull saw him he knew that 
he of the Tvger was Palnieriu, and being 
full of joy he cried, >ow I know not what 
ill can befall me, for which this pleasure 
would not atone ! 

Palmerin took off his helmet^ and em- 
braced him, and began to give him com* 
fort in his passion, for as for his woundi^ 
they were slight and required no care. It 
was not long before a damsel came down to 
invite them in, by Armisia*s desire ; for re- 
collecting that she had had her revenge^ and 
anger having yielded to her nature, which 
was in truth noble, she repented of what 
she had done, and sent to request pardon 
of the knight of the Tyger, desiring him to 
go into the apartment wherein he of the Bnll 
was wont to be lodged. When they were un- 
armed,shecametovisitthem, andhavingnow 
laid aside her anger, she said to the knight 
of the Tyger, I beecech you, Sir Knight, to 
excuse me, in that your words were not re- 
ceived by me as they deserved to be, and 
impute the fault to anger, justly excited, 
trbicb deprived me of reason at the time; 
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98 great griefs are wont to do, when that 
which occasioned them is present. And in- 
tsiBuch as I know not whether you are ac- 
quainted with the cause of my hatred to that 
knight^ I will tell you, that you may not 
condemn me whithersoever you go. I am 
daughter of king Meliade of Scotland, who 
owns this country. This dead knight, whose 
name is Adraspe, eldest son to the duke of 
Sisania, one of the principal lords of my fa- 
ther's realm, being in his house» became 
amorous of me ; but though he was an excel- 
lent one in arms, and the best of this coun* 
try, there were so many faults in his con- 
dition, that I would never listen to his suit. 
Nevertheless he was so importunate and void 
of reason, as he would not be answered : 
whereupon I was constrained to com- 
plain to prince Doriel my brother. When 
Adraspe perceived himself to be not favoured 
by him, and bated by me, he devised how he 
might compass that by force which by my 
own consent .he never could do, and so laid 
his plots, that one day, when my brother 
was gone hunting, he, with a company of 
others as wicked as himself, fell upon him 
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and slew him. My father, greatly 
treason, being wrought upon his owi 
and his own son, grieved him, is so < 
feeble that he never could take ven 
for it, and the duke moreover is so r 
that he dared not meddle with him. 

Yet was not his heart free from co 
sorrow, in respect that nature cou 
otherwise chuse; which I pitying, and 
to assist my father to the uttermost I 
and to reveqge my brother's deat 
the court, and caused this house to be 
ed in this place, which being the c 
passage in all thisTealiD, I enterpri 
have some valiant knight defend this I 
promising to marry him who shou 
Adraspe, his rank being such as she 
no disparagement; for I knew that hii 
would bring him here. Some undertc 
charge in hope of this guerdon, andh< 
and slew or conquered them ail. 

But after the knight of the Bull toe 
charge upon him, Adraspe, fearing i 
he his noble prow^s^ remained two o 
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Wore he came hither again : to-day^ howe- 
ver, not able to resist bis own proud 
thoughts, and his hour being come, be came 
to proYe himself against him, and met with 
the fate which you have witnessed. This is 
the cause I had to desire his death ; if it 
suffices to excuse me for the discourtesy I 
showed you, I pray you carry it to account. 

Certcs, lady, replied the knight of the Tyger, 
if I had known at first what you now tell 
me, so far from asking his life I would bavt; 
liastened his death, for the very earth should 
not suifer upon heir surface those that prac- 
tice any treason against their prince. You, 
lady, have done what you owed to your 
father and to yourself; it remains now to 
fulfil it to Sir Pompides, my brother, who in 
the quality of his person will nothing dispa- 
rage you, for he is grandson to king f adriijue 
of England, and son of Don Duardos, my 
lord, and your near kinsman. 

I see now, quoth Armisia, how much I owe 
to this day's fortune; to-day I have seen 
my desire accomplished^ the old age of my 
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father comforted, and the death of mybi 
ther avenged, and all this by the hand of 
one with whom I gain honour and full coi^ 
tentment. There is one thing only of which ' 
I can complain, and that is, that Sir Pom* 
pides should have been so long in this latid, 
and shouid never let it be known who he 
was. Of you. Sir, I would know, whether 
you be Palmerin, or Florian, not that I ant 
aifectioned more to the one than the other, 
but because I would know which of them 
fortune hath made me so happy as to see. 

Florian, replied he of the Tyger, is far off 
this place ; I am Palmerin, your servant ; and 
now indeed for other reason to be regarded 
a^ your brother, even as much as Dorie1» 
were he alive. Worthy welcome then did 
Armisia afford him, not merely because he 
was so great a prince, but also for their near- 
ness of kin, for her father and the mothec 
^f Don Duardos were brother and sister. 

The death of Adraspe was reported the 
same day in the king of Scots' court, which 
was but four leagues from that place, and the 
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name of the knight that had slain him : 
whereupon the king on the next morning 
got into a litter^ and being accompanied 
with many worthy knights^ came to see Pal- 
merin: and having given him many gracious 
salutatioDSy he took Pompides in his arms^ 
calling him Dorie)^ and saying that he ac- 
cepted him for his son. Then gave he a 
thousand blessings to Armisia^ who had been 
the cause tiiat his grey hairs did not go 
down with sorrow to the grave. Forthwith, 
they espoused each other; but before the 
marriage was solemnized^ Pompides went 
with an army towards Sisania, to kill or take 
the duke; in this however there was little 
adoy for the duke being advertised of his 
intent, fled into Ireland, whereupon his 
estates fell into the king's hands. They in 
England having knowledge of Pompides* 
marriage, made triumphs and bonfires for 
the s^ood fortune that had happened to him, 
who was well beloved of every one, as well 
for being the son of Don Duardos, as for his 
Tirtuotts bounty and knightly courage. 
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CHAPTER ISO. 



When the naptials of Pompides were 
lemnized, to the great contentment of the 
king of Scots and his whole realm, the knigfft 
of the Tyger, took his leave of the king and 
the princess Armisia; his brother Pompidei 
accompanied him to the place where he em- 
barked, to whom he gave to nnderstandiag 
the charge wherein all piinces were bound 
that received royal dignity, desiring himear« 
nestly, since fortune had brought him to 
so great felicity, that he wonld use himself 
modestly and wisely, because fortune was so 
uncertain in herself, that sometime she put 
those persons in greater fear, whom she had 
placed in most assurance : so having given 
him mugh good advice to this effectj thej 
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embraced one another, Pompides returned 
to the city, and Palmetin entering the ship, 
caused their sails to be hoisted, when the 
wind serving them well, in few days they 
^Dished their voyage. Some days he tra* 
veiled without meeting any adventure ; but 
as he beguiled the time in talking with Sel- 
viam of his love, he resented this idleness 
Ibe less. At length he entered the kingdom 
of Hungary, where he found more to do ; 
for that country being inhabited by many 
bights, he began to meet with adventures, 
sad some thereof great and perilous. One 
tiiere was which is worthy to be recorded. 
On the fifth day of his travels through that 
land, it was his chance to arrive at even- 
long time in a goodly forest, wherein the 
trees were so high and thick that they kept 
off the rays of the sun from the earth, and 
in the midst thereof, among some ash trees, 
became to a fair fountain, which was covered 
with an arch of marvellous workmanship; 
and because the weather was hot, he alighted 
to refresh himself at this fountain and pass 
the sesla under these ash trees. In the mean 
while Selviam sufl'ercd his horses to graze ia 
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the pasture. This repose did not continue ' 
long, for while he of the Tyger was washing 
his hands and face, his helmet being placed ' 
upon a stone beside him, there rushed out 
a damsel from the thickest of the wood^ with ' 
her hair dishevelled, her face streaming with ~ 
tears, her colour gone, and her apparel all 
torn by the trees: at last she espied the 
knight, to whom she came running a great 
pace, and casting herself at his feet, she re- 
mained fearfully looking about her a good 
while, having not the power to speak one 
word. 

Moved with pity at beholding her in this 
state, and weening he that liad feared bee 
was at hand, he reached his helmet, which 
he had no sooner clasped on his head, but 
he beheld coming the way that the damsel 
came, a giant strongly armed, carrying in 
his hand a huge mace; he seeing the damsel 
had betaken herself to the knight's protec- 
tion said, Weak protection have you found ! 
and so without more words he struck at him 
with his mace. 
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He of the Tyger received the blow on his 
shield^ which was broken in two by its force, 
but the requital he made was such^ that cut<« 
ting through every thing, he reached the 
giant's right arm with such a stroke, that 
none of the blows which he afterwards dealt 
with it were of any effect. The damsel 
having now recovered her recollection, and 
seeing the giant before her^ and not believ- 
ing that he of the Tyger could stand against 
him, would have fled to hide herself in the 
foresty but Selviam detained her, and advised 
her to stop and see the end. Ah! squire, 
cried she, do not do me so great wrong ; what 
I have already suffered is enough! Why 
would you have that devil kill me after he 
has killed your master? for nothing can 
withstand his strength. Still, quoth Selviam, 
I will have you see what fortune may deter- 
mine. 

He of the Tyger having no shield for his de- 

fence, availed himself of his skill and nimble- 

ness. But though the giant put forth all his 

endeavours, the loss of blood from his arm 

was such that he could scarce lift bis mace, 
vox,, jy. o 
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and full glad would he have been if succour ^ 
had reached him ; for by the device of the 
Tyger, and by the blows which he received^ : 
he knew that more strength than he now - 
possest was needed against such an ene* 
my. Nevertheless^ doing all he could^ he 
took the mace in his left hand ; but with 
that he had no skill, and knew not how to 
aim his blows ; so that be now began to think 
only how he might defend himself. He of 
the Tyger, perceiving his weakness, bestir* 
red himself so, that it seemed as if there was 
no interval between his blows ; and as the 
giant to avoid them shifted from one place 
to another, and was heavy by reason of hii 
great size, he became weary, and placing 
his back against one of the ash trees, he sate 
down at the foot thereof^ in which posture 
he made better resistance than he had done 
before; for having his back protected by the 
tree, the knight could only strike at him 
straight forward, and that he could not ap- , 
proach to do, he having no shield to protect 
himself from the mace, which the other now 
wielded with both hands. Greatly was he 
of the Tyger confounded, seeing that a giant 
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who was already conquered^ saved himself 
by so simple a remedy ; and that he also 
might rest himself^ he leant himself against 
a tree likewise. I beseech thee^ said the 
giant^ to let me know what is thy name^ be- 
cause I have evermore thought that no ten 
of the best knights on the earth could do as 
much as thou bast done, neither that thev could 
have been able to resist m^ half this while. 

I am content, answered the knight of the 
Tyger, on condition thou wilt promise to 
tell me thy name also^ and what thou dost 
in this land, and the cause why thou didst 
pursue this damsel, that being a thing 
which appears so shameful to the brave. 
So much, quoth the giant, thou shalt com* 
mand at mv hands; therefore understand 
that I am called Vascalion of Orranto, son to 
theoiant Lurcon. who was slain at Constan-* 
tinople, by the hands of Primaleon*, with 
whom he was so hardy as to enter the com* 
bat, to revenge the death of Don Perrequin 
of Duazos^ and to have in marriage Grido«« 



* Primaleon, P. i, C. 17« 
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ifiia, heiress to the duchy of Ormedcs, Vfho 
was afterwards espoused to Primaleon. At 
that time my father was slain, he left me and 
one brother^who was named Darmaco after his 
•grandfather, and a son of Don Duardos who 
is now much talked of, slew him. I, whom 
fortune never yet failed in any adventure 
*which presented itself, could not rest for the 
desire of revenging my father and brother* 
And because I could not do this upon Pri- 
maleon, he having ceased to put himself ia 
peril, I determined to go through this coun- 
try, and the empire of Greece, and satisfy 
my wrath upon the innocent, seeing that I 
could not upon the guilty ; and believing that 
I might peradventure meet with the slayer 
of my brother, or some other so nearly allied 
to Primaleon, that I might be contented. 
To day I met this damsel, going, as she tells 
me, to the court of the emperor Palmerin> to 
Lionarda the princess of Thrace : now for that 
I am desirous to do all the injury that I may 
to any of that emperor's court, I resolved to 
ravish this damsel. But at the time I was 
about to fulfil my pleasure on her, a squire 
cf hersj who had escaped my hands, came 
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and hindered me, with the aid of five knights^ 
whom 1 have left to hold combat with ten of 
mine, some of whom are of m^ kindred^ and 
will give good account of them. So leaving 
them to take their prey> I, on foot as I was^ 
followed the damsel, who took herself to 
flight so soon as she saw the five knights 
begin to charge me. '^hus have I told you 
the whole circumstance ; now it remaineth 
that you reveal yourself to me^ accosting 
as at first you promised* 

Believe'me Vascalion, answered the knight 
of the Tyger, he who placeth his happiness 
in evil actions, meeteth for the most part 
the punishment thereof, the proof thou 
mayest now behold in thyself: for thou^ 
being not content with the death of thy fa-'- 
ther and his brother, who were slain in equal 
battle, seekest to revenge thy villainous will 
on this innocent damsel. Know that I am a 
kinsman to Primaleon, and am called Pal- 
merin of England, son to Don Duardos and 
Plerida, the sister of Primaleon. Look to 
thyself, for I hope to rid the world of thee 
vid thy cursed intentions. 

o3 
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Full sorry was Vascalion at he 
great name^ for he was in no c( 
resist him. Nevertheless^ coura^ 
spair supplying him strength, he i 
as he could, being resolved to sho 
he should purchase the victory de 
while he had been sitting much 
flowed from his arm, so that he \ 
enfeebled; and in spite of all hi 
when he felt himself rigorously I 
his enemy, and had no hope of life 
fain have interrupted the battle wi 
parley, believing that succour mic 
reach him. But this was also in t 
the knight^ who now felt the vi< 
his, and waxing impatient that 
layed, prest upon him fiercer tt 
and cut the mace from his band, 
having no other remedy^ sought u 
in his arms. He of the Tyger dre^ 
charged him anew with so many 
he felled him to the ground ; an< 
tent to see him so conquered, he i 
upon him, and when be had tafc 
helmet, presently parted his heac 
shoulders. The sight, hereof mad 
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sel so glad, as she had before been sorrowful. 
Lady, said he of the Tyger to her, the five 
ktiights who succoured }'ou, cannot chuse 
but be in great danger : I will go seek theiu 
forth ; in the mean while you may come fair 
and softly after with my squire, who shall 
take you up behind him on his horse. Then 
mounting on his own, which Selviam held in 
readiness, he took that way which he saw 
the giant come, when he pursued the dam- 
sel, and it was not long before he heard the 
clashing of the swords, which seemed to 
hiia either to be far off, or dealt with little 
force. This battle, however, was nigh at 
hand, but they who were engaged in it 
were now so wear}% that they could scant 
hold their swords, and the hilts turned in 
their grasp. There were five on the one 
side, and six on the other, and four lay dead ; 
he well perceived that the six were the giant's 
knights, for among them were two of giantly 
stature, who bore the whole brunt of the 
hattle; among the five he knew Dramiante^ 
the son of king Recindos, by his device. 
Then rushing among them, he struck one of 
the two huge ones with such might upon 
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his helmet, that the blow reached the head 
and brought him down. The others seeing 
him dead, the giant not at hand, and their 
enemies thus succoured, began to be so 
dismayed, that they had now no other 
thought than how to save themselves. And 
as he of the Tyger was not yet wearied, and 
his strength unlike that of the others, he and 
his companions soon made an end of that 
fray with the hves of their opponents, wh^ 
either for love or for fear of the giant, not 
one of them yielded to the conquerors ; such 
is true fidelity. By this time the damsel 
came up with Selviam, and when the others 
saw him they knew the knight of the Tyger, 
whereat their joy was the greater, especially 
when they learnt the death of the giant, for 
they were all his friends and of the emperor's 
household. They were Dramiante, and 
Frisol, son to duke Drapos of Normandy, 
Luymanes of Burgundy, Tremoram, and 
Blandidon : all these five knights were, how- 
ever,, in such pFight as somewhat abated the 
joy of the victory. Blandidon and Tremoram 
especially, had been so handled by the two 
nephews of the giant, that they were forced 
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to be conveyed on litters, which their 
squires and Selviam made, to a little town not 
fer from the forest, where they were carefully 
attended till their wounds were healed, be- 
ing still acpompanied by their friends, and 
by the damsel, who till they were restor- 
ed to perfect health would not leave them. 
The knight of the Tyger remained there with 
them while their health was doubtful ; when 
he thought them safe he took his leave and 
resumed his jonrney, the desire he had to 
arrive at the end making him lose all others. 
Bot before he reached Constantinople, the 
death of Vascalion and his ten knights was 
nimoiired there, for the news of great ad- 
TftQtares is always bruited far and wida^ 
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CHAPTER 131. 



He of the Tyger continued so long in travd, 
as at length he came into the empire of 
Gieece, without the finishing any adventure 
"worthy the reuearsal : for the deyice of the 
Tyger, and the report of him in all places 
abroaci, struck fear into all. But the nearer 
he approached to Constantinople^ the more 
he found himself passioned for the love of his 
lady, rememoering her unkind speeches, and 
the sharp entreatance she used to him, when 
first he departed from the court, and not re- 
membering that at that timeitwasnot known 
who he was^ neither had he performed any 
feats worthy of estimation ; and that she had 
since repented of her anger. ButSelviam 
still comforted him^ and made him lay aside 
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these fotid imaginations. At len2:th one holy 
%, about the hour of tierce, they came ia 
Sight of the city ; and they stoo(i iooKing at 
it awhile from a hill, for he of the Tyger de- 
lighted to content his eyes and indulge his 
fancy upon the palace of the emperor, and 
the apartment of his lady, which might well 
be seen from that eminence ; revolving in 
himself many amorous thoughts, which soipe** 
times gave him pain and sometimes pleasure, 
for of these changes and contrarieties is love 
composed. At last, as one resolved to end 
these musings, though he could not end 
their cause, he went down the hill, and 
laciog on his helmet, and taking his shield 
and his lance from Selviam, advanced with- 
out him ; for knowing that that court was 
always frequented with adventures, and the 
place of the palace in particular, he wished, if 
any should present itself on his arrival, to 
go through it before he was discovered by 
means of Selviam : and for this cause he bade 
him follow at a distance, and keep an eye 
upon him, that when he dismoimted, he 
might be at hand. Now, as if thft^bis ex- 
pectations might have the issue they desired. 
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it came to pass^ that a knight had arrived at 
the emperor's court the day before, having 
two squires attending on him, who carried 
his helmet^ shield, and lance ; by the great- 
ness of his stature and of his limbs he seem* 
ed made for great things; haughty was he in 
deeds, and arrogant in words, as he plainly 
manifested. He coming proudly into the 
emperor's presence, said to him with a loud 
voice, High and mighty prince, know that I 
am Arnolfo, lord of the isle Astronica. My 
father and the giant Bravoranie were great 
friends, for that their governments were near 
one another ; and to confirm this friendship 
long continued between them, they both con- 
cluded that I sliould marry with Arlanza, 
Bravorantc's daughter; but because both 
our years and discretion served not as then, 
they prolonged our marriage for the space 
of five vcars. In which time Bravorante de- 
parted this life, so likewise his sons, Cam- 
holdam, Calfurnio, Bracolam, and Baleato, 
who were slain by the sons of Don Duardos. 
And to abolish altogether the house of Bra- 
vorante, Colambar his wife, by the counsel 
of the magician AlfernaO; sent her daughter 
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Arlanza^ my lady, into this country, to the 
end, that by their deceit they might lead the 
Vnight of the Savage Man from this court, 
that revenge might be taken on him for the 
death of her sons, which would remedy her 
inward sorrows, or at least in some sort com- 
fort them ; but the issue hath been that Al- 
fernao is dead, and Colambar also, and her 
lordship lost, and her enemies in possession 
thereof, and worse than all, Arlanza is in the 
hands of the great destroyer of her blood. 
I, who without her do not wish for life, am 
come hither to prove myself with this knight 
of the Savage Man, and by force of arms to 
deliver her who holdeth me captive. But I 
learn that he is not here, whereat I am less 
contented than I should be to die by his 
hands ; for I should not feel it shame to be 
conquered by him who was never yet con- 
quered by any, and then should I be freed 
from these careful thoughts which torment 
me; for this purpose I intend to wait his 
coming. Now, if in the mean while you 
will give me leave to make some trial at 
arms against the knights of your court, I 
shall count myself highly pleasured, for life 

VOX./F. H 
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is so hateful to me that I would willingly 
it8 cost satisfy some part of my desire. A 
if there be here any who are akin to the so 
of Don Duardos^ I should do battle wi 
them more willingly than with any other. 

You have undertaken an enterprize^ knigb 
replied the emperor^ in which I know n( 
what you may gain Neither the knight < 
the Savage Man, nor Palmcrin his brotbe 
is at this time in my courts whom I coul 
wish to be here* Nevertheless, if in tl 
time you expect their coming, you be i 
desirous to make known your valour, I grai 
you the liberty of the field, where, as il 
knights of my court are not wont to be idl 
they will not fail to visit you. 

I desire nothing more, said Arnolfo, ai 
so without more words he entered the fiel 
That same day before the sun went down I 
jousted against three knights, two of the 
being unhorsed^ and the third vanquish^ 
in the combat with the sword ; and thou{ 
the battle was of short continuance, Arnol 
plainly gave proof that great resistance w 
needed against bis b\o\N^ a.ivd strength. 
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On the next mornin' lie entered the iiclil 
ftgUQ, beiug in black armour^ and having 
painted in his shield little flames of lire in 
ft field of sable^ and there he waited wiio 
should come. He who came was the knight 
of the Tyger^ clad in his accustomed armour^ 
which was broken and battered, and the de- 
vice upon his shield was so bruised and de- 
faced that it was scarcely distinguishable. 
As he past under the empress's apartment 
he beheld his lady there, whereat he was 
so suddenly moved, that he remained awhile 
like one beside himself; but the courage 
vhich at such times upheld him, recalled 
him to himself. He seeing Arnolfo ready 
for the joust, enquired the cause thereof, 
which was declared unto him by one of the 
judges of the field. Then turning his eyes 
there whither love and inclination guided 
them, after he had satisfied them with the 
sight pf her who destroyed him, he said 
within himself. Lady, I would fain you 
should §ee me, that you might know 1 re- 
member you ; not because 1 can need your 
tavour in so slight a danger as this ; it 
would not be well to attack any enemy m\\\ 

n Q 
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so great vantage, for so shpuld he be hoc 
cd in h;s overthrow, and the conqueror c 
have no merit to plead before you. Ha 
said ihi«y and seeing that the emperor 
Primaleon* and all the court were ey 
bim^ and that some said it was the kc 
of the Tyger, for they could distinguisi 
device^he advanced himself against theo 
sajdng; Know, Amolfo, that thon hast 
before thee a kinsman to the knight of 
Savage Man, therefore if thou hast 
thing to revenge on his lineage, thou 
now the time to do it. Arnolfo was not 
sorry at these words, all his desire bein 
prove his prowess upon one of that : 
and with this hope he gave his hors< 
spur and ran against him. He of the T 
received him as he came; both hit the m 
he of the Tyger lost a stirrup, and his si 
was pierced in the encounter by his en€ 
spear; Arnolfo went to the ground, 
beginning gave the emperor and Primi 
much to think of; for as they had 
proofs on the yesterday of Araolfo*s pro 
they knew that the strength of his oppc 
must perforce be great* The knight ol 
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Tyger, whose horse was feeble and weary 
with long travel, alighted, and met Arnolfo 
on foot, who came to attack him. Certes, 
if ihe encounter which he gave had been 
that of a mighty man, the blows which he 
delivered appeared not less so ; and all was 
necessary to resist Arnolfo, for not only was 
he a good knight, but the anger and melan- 
choly which he resented at seeing himself 
overthrown, gave him new strength, and he 
was resolved to sell his life at the dearest 
price he could. Moreover, having heard 
his enemy say that he was akin to him of the 
Savage, he thought that peradvcnture this 
might be he who had conquered and slain 
the brother of Colambar; all these things 
liadled him and gave him the greater cou- 
rage. Both went on foyning and smiting 
awhile, the battle being such that it miglit 
well be accounted among the most famous 
that had ever been seen there. Neither of 
. them failed one jot; they laid on with might 
and main, and demeaned themselves as dcli- 
vcrly as fiercely, and no weakness could be 
seen in cither. Truly, said the cmptMor, Ar- 
nolfo had recsoQ to he confident iu Uivns;:li\ 

// 3 
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and yet methinVs Forlune will soon cut short I 
his imaginations, for by what I judge of hU I 
opponent, grcutcr strength is required to [ 
withstand him. It is well, replied Prima- ' 
leoii, that the evil one» should be puDished, 
and their devices frustrated. Arnolfo and 
the knight of the Tygcr had now so backed 
one another, ait tbcir armour witnessed their 
cruel rage and fury, especially Arnolfo'i, 
which in muny places showed the Sesh, and 
was coveted with blood ; the great lost 
thereof caused him to give over to take 
lireath awhile, when he desired the knight 
of the Tygi^r to leii biia his name. 

Know, Amolfo, he replied, that thou bait 
btiore thee a near kinsman to the knight 
of the Savage Man, who will put an end 
to thy imaginations, as he baa ere now to 
others which were as bad as thine. Now 
then quoth Arnolfo, hap what may bap. I 
cannot be diso^mented ; it 1 conquer thee, 
I shall think tliut I have taken vengeance 
upon mine enemy; and if 1 be overcome I 
shall le content lu visit Bravorante and bn 
sons. X.U ilicrefurc what thou caiiittl He 
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f the Tyger^ seeing him so desperately 
oinded^ that death or victory would alike 
content him^ began to avail himself of all his 
ikill and force ; and as he had now wound- 
ed him in many places^ from which much 
Uood had ran, he let it flow, asking him 
oftentimes if he would yield himself. But 
^roolfoy who would not do this^ fought on 
till all his strength and senses failed him, 
and he fell at his feet. The other took off 
his helmet, and seeing he had no life left in 
him, he kneeled down, and thanked God for 
his victory. 

Tbon Carrie Primaleon, and king Polendos, 
and other princes, who conducted the knight 
of the Tyger into the empress's chamber, 
vhere taking off his helmet, he kneeled 
down before the emperor, who embraced 
him, weeping for joy; for as nature now by 
reason of his great age began to fail within 
bim, any g^eat joy or sorrow made him 
shed tears, as is natural to those who are in 
extreme old age. The knight of the Tyger 
baving kissed his hands, came and humbled 
himself before the empress arid Gridonia, and 
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going then to the other ladies, Lionar 
qaeea at' Thrace embraced hioi will 
love, for the benefits which she had re 
from him. But when he came to h 
and mistress, such was their behaviou 
caused suspicion of their love to al 
present ; for in both might change of 
tenance be perceived, and faltering s 
whereat the emperor and empress we 
contented, for they had sometime tal 
marrying them together, and now p 
ing tbat their inclinations were coiifor 
they concluded fully thereupon, 
courtesies being performed, Primaleo 
lendos, and the oth^r phivalry accom 
him to his wonted lodging, all bei 
joyful ; for they held that huving P; 
in the court, the height of all cliiva 
there. They found Selviam in his 
ment, who took his arms, and then he 
ivith his friends, being now favoured 
love, time and fortune giving him noi 
repose, which till now he had never ei 
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CHAPTER 132. 



Some days Palmerin abode in the court so 
basied with visits, that he had no leisure to 
profit by the time as he would have wished; 
but when this was something abated, and he 
could attend to what his heart desired, the 
thoughts which never left him so tormented 
him that they never let him rest, this being 
the way with true ioveis. And as at that 
wason there were few .easts or dances, which 
Were the occasions when he could with least 
^spicion talk with Dramaciana, he knew no 
means to compass how he might speak with 
her, and beseech her to fulfil the promise 
which she had given him at their parting. 
But talking with Selviam, who was the par- 
taker of all his secrets^ and who Iv^d 1l\^<^ 
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({uent entrance ioto the empress's house, he 
bade IiIol consult witli her, and devise how 
she mightspcak with him. This Selviam did 
as Palinerin wished, for Dramaciaoa was so 
much his triend that little urgency was need- 
ed. Tliat same night she spoke to him at 
her clinmber window, which looked out into 
the court of the ladies' apartineut ; this place 
being surrounded with arches was shadowed. 

Palmerin received no less contentment ia 
speaking with Dramaciana, than he would 
it' it had been to hev lady ; for knowing that 
she uiadc her acquainted with all her secret 
passions, lie judged that the hour of hii 
good fortune could never come to pass with- 
out lier assistance. Dramaciana coming to 
the window and finding him awaiting her, 
said. Sir Palmeiin, you may well think that 
she who adventures thus much to do you ser- 
vice, would be lolh to hide any thing from 
you that might return you benefit ; and this 
you may persu.ide yourself, that the dutifol 
good-will I bear you maketh me so bardy, 
not knowing whether I am deceived, or if 
■my fj-iendship be worse bestowed than I 



make account of. It is not meet^ said Pal- 
merin, that I should requite with words one 
to whom 1 owe so much. Certify me now, 
I beseech you^ what end^ as you think, will 
my long service come unto ; for the hope I 
have received by your means hath evermore 
sustained me until this present^ from the 
cniel extremities^ which else had been suf- 
ficient to kill me. 

He that knows so well^said Dramaciana^ how 
to declare his grief, shall never make me be- 
lieve that he can be deprived of good hope> 
considering also, that your noble behaviour 
cannot be blemished by forgetfulness. And 
this you may build upon, that the lady Poll- 
nardahath been as grievously passioned dur- 
ing the time of your long absence, as you 
bave been daily tormented with fearful and 
displeasant thoughts, which you say you have 
suffered. If these news deserve a guerdon, 
I ask no other than that you redeem the 
promises which I have made for you. I 
have devised that she shall speak to you, at a 
window no bigger than this, narrow, and 
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made still narrower* oy an iron bar from 
top to botiom; it is in one of these chai 
hues wliich look into tlic Garden of Flerida.J 
I must tell you that this was oo litLle thinj 
lo obtuin from uiie of Iiur cwiidition. Now™ 
do you make such use of the opportUDity 
that you shall not need to speak together 
again so secretly, fw neither is the p1:ice such 
as to permit it, nor her courage sufficient, 
whatever may be her inclination. Mine, 
(inswered Piihnerin, hath never deceived 
me in the cuntideuce I had of your good 
will, which when I called to remembrance 
caused me to abandon all the unhappy feui 
wherewith I have been too long acquainted, 
and now I lose them altogether, having your 
favourable furtherance on my side. But 
when 1 consider the great favour I shall re- 
ceive, having the means to speak with my 
gracious lady, I Rnd myself dismayed in re- 



* The fitness of nairow windowsuid iron bars musLbiTC 
been well known to ibc cmpetoi and empress, both from 
tbeii owD adTenlures, and (hose of tbeii daughln Flciidl. 
FilmcrindeOlira, C. 47. I'rimaleon, P. a. C. -17. 
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spect of my nnworthiness and her honour- 
able dignity, so that 1 stiall be abashed, and 
fear that this will withhold me from discours- 
ing my long and tedious travails :'oi' her 
sake. Certt's, Sir Palmerin^said Dramaciana, 
they have been such that you nijiy fairly 
discourse them any where. For if you have 
heen so valiant and hardy as to spend 
your time hitherto in travails of exceeding 
danger, and yet have finished them all wor- 
thily, it is needless you should now dismay 
yourself, presenting your person in the place 
that is free from any hazard. And if you 
will tell me how this fear doth alway accom- 
pany great affection, I know that it will last 
no longer than the beginning of your talk ; 
for then you will dismiss it, and will find so 
much to say^that I fear, instead of telling true 
services, you will mingle false ones with the 
relation, which is the way of love, when this 
fear is gone. 

Palmerin would fain have chid her for this, 
but night was short, and as their conference 
had begun late she would tarry no longer, 
only telling him the place^and appointing hiia 
roL,iv, i 
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the hour to speak with his lady. ] 

went to his chamber, where he s 

night in thinking on the talk that hi 

between them; and the good hope 

through her means deprived him 

which in these cases is as much dest 

unexpected joy as by continual sorrc 

time being come which Dramacianj 

pointed, he took his way to the a 

place, being privily armed, and attii 

came the occasion ; and leaving Selv 

out to keep watch, he got into th^ 

And certes, when Palmerin founc 

alone there, and remembered whei 

going, this seemed to him the grej 

ger that he had ever past through, 

the contest wherein he was about t 

his arms and courage would avail h 

was only his deservings which coulc 

profit him, and how these might ai 

knew not, seeing that they were to 

ed before one who was herself of su 

that all other appeared little. The 

approached to the window the gr 

fear became. His limbs trembled, 

failed, neither had his understandin 
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enough^at thcnthour^ to help bim in this chs- 
may. Then stopping a little to recover hini- 
seir, he took heart from the remembrance of 
what he had exploited, and of the true faith 
with which he had served her ; and be went 
up to the window where his lady had waited 
for him, and seen him how faheringly he ad- 
vanced. And then being half confounded, 
and forgetting to offer any such courtesy as 
the occasion required, he began to say, Lady, 
if my fortune hath reserved this guerdon for 
me after so many long and laboursome tra- 
vails, I have no reason to find myself ag- 
grieved, for your presence hath the power to 
make me forget all. To have endured them 
in your service is of itself so great a reward, 
that it is I who remain the debtor : but I 
would not that this acknowledgment should 
be to my hurt, though I know that those 
things which I prize the most have the most 
troubled me. The fault lies in your condi- 
tion, which is of so free a quality that no- 
thing satisfies it. For this I am sorry, not 
*o much for what concerns myself, as because 
I know it may be some stain upon you. 
This is what I feel, for as for the rest I am 
f ,2 
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so accustomed to suffer all things^ that : 
evil which might befal me could be deem 
grievous, since as a remedy [ should ha 
the knowledge that it came from you. . 
could I have endured my life had it not be< 
for this remedy. You, lady, who know th 
these are not mere words, since the actiei 
with which I have served you sufficient 
prove their truth, see now if after such Iob 
proof some recompence should not follow, 
only to show that you are sensible of then 
for towards you I am so easily contente 
that I neither dare to ask any thing, nor i 
plead my services^ least 1 should seem to ai 
any thing thereby. Do you, who know wh 
they have been, judge of them, and if you ( 
not think good to recompence them with i 
equal guerdon, be it as you will, for your w 
cannot but in some degree be mine also. 

I did not think, sir Palmerin, replied Po 
narda, that it was to reveal this you had ma 
me come here ; but two things deceived mc 
the relationship between us, and the co 
panionship of our childhood, which ma 
me desire to see you, and queslton you cc 
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g your adventures, — and Dramaciana^ 
I now suspect to be a greater friend 
] than to me. But seeing the fault is 
J, I rather blame myself than you, 
h you seek to satisfy your desire at the 
ce of my honour, and with no hazard 
irs : it costs you a few words, and if 
ild be deceived by them, I should be 
ht ill of by you yourself, and know not 
[ should gain. I do not deny but that 
lowledge of this your affection makes 
tl myself something indebted unto you, 
)t so much so as that it cannot be paid 
at danger of my fame. It is not rea- 
le that you should wish your exploits 
rewarded at my cost; they are such 
hey have brought with them their own 
d; the satisfaction which you feel in 
is not so little but that it well repays 
)r the labour they have occasioned. If 
itention wherewith you say you serve 
as your words describe it, it is meet 
)u to make it known to the emperor 
grandfather and mine, and also to my 
•; they will be willing to match us both 
ier,fornot only are your rank and estates 

I 3 
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such as should be sought for^ but your deed» 
nlso have been such^ that nothing can be 
denied you. When they shall be so pleased, 
you may lay aside other fears^ for she who 
hath inclination enough to point out to yoa 
this course, cannot want it to set your heart 
at rest. This is what you can obtain of me^ 
and do not think this is little^ for I am dis* 
satisfied with myself that it is so much, and 
know not how you will esteem of me. 

I now see, lady, replied Palmerin, that my 
deeds have not that value in your eyes^wbidk 
you admit them to possess elsewhere, since 
YOU would have their guerdon come from 
the will of others, and not from that to 
which I look. Little comfort is it to know 
that my remedy is to come from other than 
the one who inflicted the wound. I do not 
say that my joy will not be sufficiently great 
that the emperor and prince Primaleoa, 
should be willing, as you say : but theirs 
should be the last wills to win, and I wouli) . 
fain that when their consent was askedi . 
yours shx)uld so fully have been given, that. 
theirs were only to be asked for form's sake. , 
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lis I know that I am asking much ; but 
riuth and love with which I have ever 
td you embolden me, and that faith is 
oud of what it thinks it has merited, that 
nnot be contented with any recompence 
D by another. But if such be your con- 
iu, that you can be fain to repay my af- 
on thus unworthily^ do your pleasure in 
hings. I thought that of all evils which 

can suffer^ absence was the worst ; but 
I see that it is otherwise^ for in absence 

hath alway some fond imaginations to 
3oIe him, but in the presence of the be- 
d mistress he cannot thus deceive him- 
and then what is made apparent destroy- 
aD confidence. 

1 not think. Sir Palmerin, said Polinarda, 
Bceive such answer for my words ; iU me- 
ks have you requited them! I excuse 
f however, on the score of that love 
ch you profess towards me ; arid since I 
:eive that love hath so blinded you, as 
vin not suffer you to see the more than 
lest readiness in me to pleasure you, I am 
tent to give you yet a further and greater. 
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ss-tui-ance. You are so great a prlnccj 
of such qualities> that you thiok you dei 
«very thing ; I would not have you be 
diat this persuades me, for it weighs 
wiih iiic thao the lore which I know 
bear towards me, and in that I trust 
what you most desire will always he 
Vi htch most beseems my honour and pei 
£;peak to the emperor and to my father, 
obtain their consent, and be assured of d 
If this sufficeth not, I know not what mo 
promise, nor what more you ought to a: 

Nay, quoth Palmerio, if I were disconte 
DOW, it were Gt that you refused whal 
more I asked. I am not so thankless at 
to perceive that this is the aim and sco) 
all my good fortune. Then taking her 1 
he kissed it many times^ not without 
QU her part, love and shame forcing t 
from those who, like her, find themn 
thus making their first avowal. Aa6 i 
other talk between them, they espo 
themselves in the presence of Dramac 
and the queen of Tlirace, by whom 
princeu had already been advised te 
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this, and she wished that both should be 

present, that she might entirely los6 all the 

! fisar and suspicion which still lurked in her of 

i that queen. For such is the nature of great 

love, that in these things it fears equally 

friend and foe, dreading every things and 

trusting nothing. And now as the night 

was far spent and the day began to break, 

Palmerin took leave of his lady and his 

friends, his care being now the less, but his 

love the same; for when that is gieat nothing 

destroys it. 



CHAPTER 133. 



During die time tliis great joy was ii 
cdurt of Constantinople, for the comir 
Pnlmcrin, tidings came wliicli gave the 
pcror etiougli to think on; for it now apj: 
cd thut the threats of Albayzar were not 
Tt'ords, he having witli his letters and i 
scngers stirred up the whole Morisraa. 
wa^i known by an embassador from the 
tian Bclagriz, wUo had in like manner 1 
tinnimoned by him; but he rejected 
call, and being mindful of his true fri< 
ship, was now making ready to come io 
of Constantinople, well knowing the dai 
to be su great that every aid would be 
needful. And while he was preparing 
things for war, he sent this intelligCDce tc 
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cmperor,bidcling him call upon all his friends. 
' and provide for the defence of his empire. 

The emperor being at this time overchar-i:ed 
with age, found himself far unable to deal 
in these affairs, otherwise thfin by his judg- 
ment, and even that was now at times trou- 
Ued. But the greatness of this occasion some- 
what re^^ived him, and his great age and great 
experience in things of great import had 
taught him not to neglect an)' thing. So 
after replying to the soldan Belagriz, and 
giving him thanks for the good forwardness 
ofhis friendship, and the intelligence which 
he had sent him, he dispatched messengers 
forthwith to Arnedos, king of France, his 
son-in-law ; Recindos, king of Spain ; Don 
Duardos, of England ; the emperor Vernao, 
of Ailemaigne ; Mayortes, the Great Khan, 
and all the lords and princes of Christendom ; 
for there was not one who had not some 
bond of relationship, or near friendship, with 
his house, and if any had been without it, 
they would have held themselves for exiles 
and ignoble persons. Incontinently, when 
they had received these . tidings, they all 



96 

went in person to visit the emperor^ leaving 
their force in readiness for when it shoold be 
wanted ; for as they had their sons dwelliofifi 
in that court, where they had been brougW- 
up, and thereby exposed to the coming dan^ 
ger, this was also another reason for repair- 
ing thither, to be present with them. A§ 
soon as this news was bruited abroad, all 
errant knights, who were seeking adTentarei 
in divers places, laid aside all other labours, 
and hastened to Constantinople, where they 
thought to find the greatest, so that in shwt 
time the city was filled with right noble chi- 
vahy. And though after their arrival many 
adventures befel, which in other times would 
have bound them to depart, the emperor for- 
bade this, and would give none leave, for the 
tidings of the coming of the enemy freshen- 
ed now every day. And as much as these 
things are always exaggerated by fear and 
rumour, every day the wonder grew, and 
marvels were reported of the great fleets of 
the Turks, and their stores, and of thenamei 
of the giants, and their terrible fiercenesSj 
great as these things were, fear making them 
appear greater. But this very report, though 



97 

l^eradventure it were hurtful to feeble spirits^ 
only quickened the brave, and made them 
the* better bestir themselves in their prepa- 
rations. 

Meantime advice came to Palmerin that the 
Perilous Isle was taken by Trofolante the 
Fearful^ and Satiafor the governor thereof 
slain. Of this Trofolante mention hath 
many times been made in this history ; he 
was an old enemy, of the race of the giants, 
^ lad moreover, of his own condition hardy 
and cruel. He,* with other companions, 
came with a damnable design to the court 
of the emperor when the tourney of the new 
knights was appointed against/^e married 
ones and strangers, in Constan^nople. And 
because he was sometimes vanquished, his 
hatred was the more increasedyand he sought 
to satisfy it by cruelty 'and wicked actions ; 
for in that same tourney he was vanquished 
by Florendos, and had the like mishap the 
day following, by the prowess of the knight 
of the Savage Man, who guarded the shield 
of the Palm Tree in the forest of the Clear 
Fountain, which the damsel from Daliarte 
yoL. iiu K 
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brought to the emperor Palmerin 
might deliver it to the knight whc 
the honourof the day in the tournai 
was likewise his fortune after, whe 
veiled to the castle of Almourol to 
the shield of Miraguarda, to be yi 
there by l''lorendos, who guarded 
returning thence he met with the 
the Damsels, when offering to t 
from him, they fell to the combat, i 
end he was again vanquished. Tl' 
of his so many and sundry foils, a 
the knights of the emperor's con 
hiin to devise by what means he in 
some injury to them that belongi 
emperor : and as besides this reas< 
akin to Calfurnio, Camboldam, and 
tbren, he greatly desired to reve 
death. And for the purpose ol 
some means to this effect with Col 
repaired to her island ; but when I 
there, he found things far otherwi! 
desired. Whereupon he crossed c 
Perilous Isle, having with him tv 
who were of the same cast,' and of 
evil minds ; and there, under fa^e 
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they deceitfully obtaiiiecl entrance into the 
castky for Satiafor, suspecting no ill, ad- 
mitted them ; and when he would liave 
guarded against them it was too late, for 
Trofolante and his comrcides were mighty 
wen, and finding those of ihe castle unarmed, 
slew them all^ and Satiafor among them. 

But the pleasure of this victory was very 
short to them, for Argentao, the governor of 
the Profound Isle, hearing the treason, came 
by a secret wile suddenly on them with his 
power, and taking Trofolante, sent him to 
the emperor's court: where he arrived just 
at such time as an armament was preparing 
to set oflf to recover it. There was no little 
joy at his coming, since not only w^as the 
island now secured, but great pain was saved 
to all, inasmuch as the departure of Palmerin 
and his iriends was thus prevented. 

Trofolante was condemned by the law, and 
publicly executed, according as his treacher- 
ous, dealings deserved: and Argentao was 
Wourably recompenced for the great ser- 
vice which he had performed, 

K 2 
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It was not long before Daliarte arrivei 
at his coming there were new rejo; 
which his person, together with the n 
which thej alway stood of his wisdoi 
casioned ; and as he knew by his art £ 
passed in his isie^ he gave due thai 
those who were ready to adventure 
covering it. After him, there came 
court prince Floraman, Albanis of 
Roramonte, Luymanes of Burgundy, 
nardo, and many other princes and ki 
who had every one forsaken their i 
countries, laying aside all other tho 
to assist the emperor of Constant 
with their aid, because they had he 
thejTurk's preparation. So that thei 
collected together the greater part o 
well nigh all the chivalry of the 
wherewith the court was so ennoble 
splendid, that it had never at any tim 
more so. 

Now came news that king Fadrique o 
land was gathered to his fathers, an 
Don Duardos had taken the sceptri 
great solemnity, and great love on tl 
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of his vassals. Some sorrow did the news 
of this king's death occasion ; the emperor 
was he who most resented it, for as they 
were of the same age, and he w^s now 
very old, even as it were at the very end 
of his days, this appeared to him a token 
of his own departure. The worst infirmity 
which old age brings with it, is, that it hath 
death continually before its eyes ; and so 
it was with the emperor, for by the sor- 
row which he felt at these liflings, or by 
reason of the natural fear of death, he became 
visibly changed ; and his speech was now 
without connection, or if it carried with it 
discourse of reason, it was of short con- 
tinuance, as one whose wits were bewilder- 
ed. The death of the king was solemnized 
with suitable obsequies, and with funeral 
games, according to the custom of Greece. 
The court put on mourning, which how- 
ever did not last long, for as princes and 
personages every day arrived, wiiom it was 
Dieet to receive with a joylul welcome, this 
."^lone was of such weight as to put aside 
all sorrowtul thoughts, which also are dis- 
sipaled by course of lime, according to 
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the order of nature. For if the -sorrow 
which IS felt for the death of those whom 
we greatly affect conunued long, it would 
destroy those who endure it. 
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CHAPTER 148- 



The court increased every day in namber of 
knights, who for the fame of this war with 
the Turks, laid aside ail other enterprizes, 
to be present in this signal danger. He of 
tbe Savage, when the bruit thereof reached 
his ears, knowing that he was the cause of 
all this n^ighty stir, took with all speed the 
road to Constantinople ; not, however, leav* 
iog Arlanza and her damsels, for the obliga- 
tion wherein lie felt himself bound to her 

• 

Would not allow of that; a remembrance 
this which obtains in none but the virtuous 
uid noble, they who are otherwise having 
iio respect to anything but their own inte- 
rest, and what may prolit themselves. Three 
%s before they reached the city, it befrl 
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that in passing through a forest, th^y came t6 
a little rivulet, and there alighted to pass the 
sesta, for the day was hot. It was not long 
before a child came along the same road; \ 
upon a palfrey, with his hands tied behind ^ 
hiiu ; he 'was lamenting loudly, and two men 
on foot accompanied or guarded him. The 
knight of the Savage, being armed but with- 
out his helmet, arose and crost their way ; 
and taking hold of his bridle, enquired the 
cause of his lamentatiohs. To this the two 
brigands would fain have made him answet 
with their bills; but he knew so well how to 
demean himself with them, that he saved 
himself from their hands by slaying them 
both. Then he turned again to the child, who' 
said to him. Sir, since there is in you so 
great virtue and strength as your deeds tes- 
tify, I beseech you do not waste time with 
me, but go succour a damsel of great w:orth 
and beauty, whom three knights are carry* 
ing away prisoner, with the intent to deliver 
her to one who is her enemy. If you delay 
your help will be of no avail, for they are 
taking her by another road, which passes 
under yonder high oaks; — pointmg to'the' 
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place with his finger while he spake — and 

this day she will be given into the hands of 

one who will use no mercy with her. He, 

upon hearing this^ forgetful of the haste 

with which he was travelling, and ilie place 

thither he was going, took ins helmet, and 

mounted his horse, desiring Arlanza to wait 

for him in that place; and if peradventure 

night should overtake her before he returned, 

to repair to a town which was in sight hard 

by, and there he would speedily join iier it he 

remained in such plight, after the battle, that 

it was possible. But as any thing will strike 

fear to a heart which hath been accustomed 

to misfortunes, so great was the dread which 

Arlanza felt of being left without her pro« 

tector in a strange land, that she sate herself 

upon the ground, wringing her hands like 

one bereft of her senses, and saying, 111 do 

you keep the promises, sir knight, which 

you have alwaj made me, affirming always, 

that no adventure which might betide soever, 

should make you leave me, till you had 

placed me in perfect repose. This is what 

I ought to have expected from you if I had 

remembered the death of mj brethren ; but 
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for one who hath placed her love i 
who slew t^em, just guerdon of hi 
is this which you now give her. 
going, and if fortune, as my un' 
forebodes, should not ordiun for y< 
she hath ever hitherto done, I am n 
in this country, and if I should be 
be to my.greater hurt, for I know i 
the daughter of Bravorante and < 
could discover her lineage, that 
not be to her greater peril. But s 
condition is such that you can be c 
leave me surrounded with such evil 
first, and you wilt then be rid of u 
also shall be rid of myself ; for c 
life is hopeless may well be satii 
death. 

Lady mine, replied the knight, v 
fidence (;ould you have in me that 
deal with you as I ought, if you w< 
me here before your eyes refuse t 
a damsel who is forcibly carried a 
for whom succour is demanded f 
that the wiakedness of these ene 
be in my favour, and that 1 shal] 
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a with victory ; lay aside therefore these 
irs : for though this confidence should de- 
lve me^ my soul shall accompany you, and 
•me to excuse my body, if disasters or ill 
rtune should liave taken possession of that, 
s he was ending these words, he saw the 
lights and the damsel pass along the road 
hich the child had pointed out. Clapping 
)urs to his horse he followed them, but 
16 distance was so great, that before he 
ime up to them they had crost two hills ; 
Qt he got before them by striking across 
le valley, and before they came up had 
ime to breathe a little, and to rest his horse. 
Vhen the knights drew nigh, he perceived 
hat the damsel being weary of weeping, 
vas cursing the day when she was born, and 
me of them was threatening her with foul 
*'ords. This one had his aventayle open, 
uid as his countenance was fierce, and he 
Was of great stature, and large limbed, he 
seemed as though he w^re a doughty one, 
for a stern countenance is the natural index 
of a stout heart. But he of the Savai^re, not 
Wng a man to be affected by sucli seni- 
Wauces, sate ready for tlie jousi, auii -acW 
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to him with a loud voice^ Since thou liail 
offered force to one who cannot defend he^ 
self, you must offer it to me also before yoif 
can pass &rtber. It seems, cried one of 
them, that you are out of love with lifep 
since you venture it where you are so sure 
of losing it. These words having past| he } 
ran at him, but with such fortune, bis hour 
being now come, that at the first encountefi 
he was thrown dead to the earth, with a 
piece of the lance in his breast. 

He who had threatened the damsel and who j| 
was chief of the three, said to the other, ^ 
mind her that she does not escape^ while I ^ 
take vengeance upon this wretch. Bat the 
rage with which he ran against him, made ' 
him miss his attaint, and as he past, he of 
the Savage had time to lay hold on the strapi 
of his helmet, which he did with such force ,^ 
that he plucked him to the ground, and ihe 
helmet remained in his hand, and before 
the other could recover himself, he dealt 
bim a blow upon his bare head which cleft 
it to the brain. The third leaving the dtan- 
selj couched his lance and spurred against 
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i, bat with ho other effeot than that of 
making his lance. He of the Savage de- 
ered him a hlow upon the helmet in pass- 
gf which brought him to the ground, and 
iping down before he had recovered from 
e stunning force thereof, unlaced the hel« 
et, and struck off his head, remaining well 
teased with this cheap victory, not merely 
>r being out of danger himself, but also for 
It sake of appearing well before the damsel, 
rho by the little he had seen of her, seemed 
him a fair one. Then returning his sword 
ato the scabbard he went to her, saying, 
^y, since the fortune of these men hath 
j^ven them their deserts^ lay aside all fear, 
ind recover yourself under yon ash tree, till 
four page shall come up, and then we will 
^ whither it shall please you : but the child 
vasnow far away, for not thinking the knight 
^ald conquer three, and finding himself at 
iberty, he set off to carry the news to a castle 
ibout three leagues distant, which belonged 
to the damsel's uoiclc. The damsel being 
confused wiiji fear, was some while before 
ibe answered him ; but having somewhat re- 
covered breath, she sai.l, 1 owe to you so 
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XDUch^ sir knight^ for having thus pres* 
mj life^ that I do not think you will 
less care of my honour ; let us go wher 
please, for I know not at present wb 
determine. 

He took her bridle and led her to the 
of which he had spoken, which was 
pleasant one. They found a spring of v 
in which he of the Savage, after takini 
palfrey and unbridling his horse, washe 
sweat and dust from his face. Then pli 
his eyes on her> wha as her fear abatec 
now recovered her colour, he became 
enamoured that he had ever before I 
for she was marvellous fair ; and not wa 
time in enquiring of her the causo oi 
wrong which had been offered her, I 
about employing it on what he cared 
about. Lady, said he, your beauty 
powier enough to subdue the world ; I 
not who could have the freedom to res 
Those knights who were leading you i 
neither had not seen you, or if they had, 
fortune prevented them from regarding 
for^my happiness ; but what avails n 
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oc the succour which I have efBscted^ 
rood will with which I undertook it^ 
Y I am to see you at liberty^ and mjr* 
:aptive ! you free, myself a yielded 
r I and to take away all hope, 1 
bat the remedy of my life is in my 
ror-s bands, for my prison is not such 
can by force of arms be broken. Do 
lember what my deeds have been, 
at they may deserve from you ; but 
[>er the love which makes me speak 
adge me by that, and favour me ac« 
; to that> for it would not be right 
e upon whom nature hath bestowed 
y^ bounties, should have ingratitude 
against them, a spot whicli suUietb 
itroycith all virtues% 

;ht, replied the damsel, I kuow that 
\ among- mortals is perfect, and this 
ive by you, whp being so excellent in 
hat thereby you are worthy of every 
vould now by other vain passions dis*. 
your own worth. What glory can 
to you from the great feat which you 
1st atchieved, if you would presently 

X2 
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destroy the merit of such an exploit bj 
fering violence to a weak damsel^ desi 
ing her honour^ and robbing her of her f 
which in a short moment you can des' 
and never afterwards can restore ? I ' 
you who defend damsels from- others, U 
fend them from yourself, that your ac 
may be of more praise before men, an 
more merit before God. Lady, ans^ 
be of the Savage, if you saw yourself, 
would see no^y excuse ! it is because yo 
not see yourself that you conceive n 
blame, for those eyes of yours can be p] 
nowhere without robbing life and souL 
are passipg fair, and besides that, I b€ 
other graces in you^ with the which 
have robbed me of my liberty, and ^ 
you not have me complain f You a 
force that I beseech you to take corapa 
on me, and you do not perceive the \ 
you do me, in holding my will captive, sc 
I can only use it as year's pleases. If i 
reasons do not avail me, and have no c 
npon you to remedy my misfortune, 
your condition ; kill me, and I shall t 
that a favour^ -now that all others fail 
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ay yon knight^ quoth the damsel, let 
^lieve that I have escaped one danger, 
out falling into another ; for while I 
Ic of that I cannot be at rest. Your 
ches I know are lavished, because you 
lose nothing by them ; and weak were 
virtue which could be so overcome. Do 
lersist in this, you weary yourself and you 
ress me, and you will after all find your- 
every time less pleased with my answer 
1 you expect. Well then, lady, said he, 
e my ill fortune makes you more ob- 
ite than others, let us lose no more time, 
mount again and be gone, for my heart 
Qot endure to remain where it is so dis- 
led. If you were ugly I might have 
Qe it better, for I should have told you 
lousand lies and have cared nothing vihen 
i rejected them ; but that you should be an 
;el in your appearance, and in your ac- 
is the contrary^ think what a liie I shall 
re while I remember this ! 

e damsel got upon her palfrey, tired of 
8; for as she was virtuous, and virtue is in 
elf firm, she held his words at nought. 

h3 ' 
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And though she had thought his appearance: 
vras such that there should be truth in his 
words, yet she did not think she owed him 
any thing for that, for if the love with which 
he spake had merited a different requital^ 
the dishonourable end at which it aimed, 
took away all its merit. So they took the 
road towards the place where he had left; 
Arlanza; he of the Savage went courting 
her by all imaginable ways which desire 
could teach him ; sometimes with words of 
transport, like a man so passionately ena- 
moured that he knew not what he said} 
sometimes .pfaising'.1ieryr.believing that the 
vanity <)f.woitffeii;'i8 stor^ easily caught thus 
than linF any 0|per way; sometimes adjusting 
himself in^^ seat^ and curbing Iiis horse to 
make him^uryet and display himself in that 
manner, thinking that even these things with 
women, serve as a postern door which may 
ftometimes 1)6 made use of. Finally, he en- 
deavoured to set off his armour and appareU 
putting on a cliearful countenance, witb 
looks as amorous as he could dispose them 9 
but all availed nothing ; for her discretion* 
was so consorted with virtue, that she des-' 



115 

.11 this ; this made bim desperate, for 
lad he been so captivated by desire 
, and he thought her a womaa made 
e ; for not only were her words to the 
fleets but her actions also were con- 
lie to them. When they drew near 
jiza> seeing that time cu. short bis far- 
ilk, he said to her, Since, lady, my 
ine is such, that you will refuse me 
so greatly desire, tell me what you 
have done with yourself. I neither 
to know your name, nor where you 
rom, nor whither you go ; that I may 
>w who hath won so great a victory 
le. I will place you in safety, and 
od send you happiness ; I expect none 
self so long as this remembrance lasts. 
e replied, I shall remember while I 
lat I owe you, and be ready at all 
to requite it, and serve you, in all 
other than what you ask. For this 
[ would fain know your name, though 
ill not ask mine; place me then \n, 
' town, where I think I shall be safe. 

is time they reached Arlanzj^, who 
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met them with great joy. The knight made 
her mount, and they advanced on their 
way, without celling the damsel his name; 
for being discontented with her, he was de- 
termined to refuse her what she wished. 
Having reached the town, the damsel re- 
mained there in the house of an aunt of 
hers ; and he and Arlanza proceeded on ; 
that night they past in the fields, where he 
of the Savage could not sleep*. 



* This chapter is omitted by Anthony ^f onday. 
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CHAPTER 149. 



e it was fairly day-light the knight of 
ivagf! made Arlaoza and her compa-* 
mount, for the displeasure which he 
ed for what had past with the damsel 
otlet him sleep a wink. As they jour* 
on^ he talked less than he was wont 
y for vexation to think how he had 
jaifled and with what contempt he had 
treated, made him so saturnine that he 
)t appear like the same man ; and as 
Lure he was gay and debonaire, it was 
;hat something which he resented great- 
[ new prevailed above his natural con* 
. Thus he went on, till when it was 
>ur of vespers, he came into a forest 
the city, where he espied a number of 
ts, ladies, and damsels hawking^ which 
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made him jadge the emperor to be in their 
company, as he was indeed : for that day, to 
give some amusement to his old age, he had 
chosen to divert it with things for which it 
was no longer fit; and full of sorrowful 
thought for what time had taken from him, 
would go into the fields and see the sports in 
which he could no longer bear a pari. He 
therefore, with the empress and the princesses 
who were then of his house, went in litters ; 
and greal was the joy of the lords and knights 
of his court, for as some of them wished to 
appear well in the eyes of their own ladies, 
and some in those of others ; all and each of 
them did his best endeavour accordingly. 
When they saw the knight coming with 
five damsels in his company, they presently 
knew him, as well by the device upon his 
shield, as by the greatness of Arlanza^ ftwr 
it was known that she was with him ; and 
whereas some among them had been making 
ready to joust and win the damsels, having 
lost that confidence, they all went in a troop 
to welcome and embrace him. He of the 
Savage, when he beheld this noble chivalry, 
atid so many friends, and among them his 
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other Palmerin of England, laying aside 
! the sullen thoughts which had before ac- 
mpanied him, alighted, and leading Ar- 
iza's bridle, went up to the emperor's lit- 
. There he kissed his hand, and besought 
a to show honour and bounty to Arlanza, 
to the person to whom he was beholden 
the preservation of his life. Arlanza 
mounted from her palfrey, and being ac- 
npanied by her damsels, went up to the 
ies, and her stature was such that her 
id was on a level with theirs. The em- 
ror embraced her with right courteous 
1 loving welcome, and with words which 
latly contented her, and which were after- 
rds fulfilled by deeds> to the increase of 
* state and honour. The empress and 
idonia gave her the like welcome, think- 
; that thus they should please the knight 
the Savage Man. The princess Polinarda 
reated her with even more courtesy than 
proffering her friendship, not with feign* 
words but such as were full true, and had 
ir cause in the desire she had to gratify 
i of the Savage. Lionarda had less to 
, as being a stranger in that house, not 



I 



120 

for want of good will, knowing tha 
means the knight of the Savage ' 
living. 

To the knight himself all welcoming 
and honour was given, which his gre 
ess could deserve, and their great i 
devise ; but as amid this welcomi 
told him of the death of king Fadr 
lord and grandfather, this sorro\ 
away from him all thoughts of joy 
membrance how he had been bn 
him, doubling that sorrow which f 
ness of blood and true love he re; 
felt. Incontinently, taking leave of 
peror, he retired into the city, v 
was for some days visited by his 
till time had abated his grief, and 
him to return to the conversation 
whom he loved. One thing he i 
which this affliction proved his frien 
was, that the lady Lionarda sent to 
with. words which manifested that 
took of his sorrow. 

The emperor made Arlanza and he; 
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mount ; all eyes were upon her by reason 
;* ber appearance, for though she was not 
ir, yet had she a cheerful countenance^ and 
ae so brightened up by natural goodness, 
lat it easily drew unco itself any free will or 
eart which was not before captivated. He 
ho most felt this was Dramuziando, who 
ad arrived at court three days before her. 
[e, for nature will alway seek its like, 
> sooner beheld Arlanza, than , he became 
) devoted to her, that from that hour till 
le last of his life, no wandering thought of 
ve ever strayed from her ; and this sudden 
ission was so manifest in his deportment, 
At all those knights and queens and 
incesses perceived the change. 

8 the emperor was about to return into 
e city, he espied come riding along the 
•rest a company of ladies and damsels, 
corted by certain armed knights. Before 
could be known who they were, some of 
e emperor's knights, being ambitious of ap- 
taring well before those whom they served, 
epared themselves for the joust. The chief 
long the others, albeit that his intention 
VOL IV. 3r 
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had been to come in peace, yet being de 
sirous to try his valour before such an as 
sembly/ took a strong lance, and clappinj 
(iown the beaver of his helmet, went, befon 
he made his encounter, and presented him 
self to the lady who was the mistress of al 
that company. And having taken his leav 
of her, he gave his horse the spurs, and wa 
so fortunate in the encounter, as he sec 
Bclisarte out of his saddle, a knight of grej 
estimation in that court, be himself nc 
being any way shaken in his seat. 

Then taking a lance from one of the thr( 
armed knights in his company, he oTertbfc 
Austriano ; and employing with hke mann 
the other two lances of his companions, 
four encounters he overthrew four knight 
and though neither of them were of the famo 
ones of that court, yet was it judged that 
was one greatly to be feared for his prowe 
The emperor well pleased to see how bravt 
he had broken these spears, sent for oth 
for him, but before they could be receiv 
a damsel came anxl saluted the emperor fr 
the knight, in this manner. Sir, Dragoot 
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: Navarre, who hath jousted with 
lights, saith, that inasmuch as he 
)t that your highness and the empress 
this company, he hath unawares 
ito this fault and disrespect, as also, 
esirousto content Arnalta his queen 
e ; he will now joust no more, that 
' not lose what he hath gained, and 
echeth your majesty to receive this 
use, that he may the more freely 
ir hand, since he hath come from far 
is intent. 

vsLn the contentment which the em- 
and empress received, hearing the 
s words ; for Dragonalte deserved to 
ived with as much honour and love 
i be devised, being the son of such 
r, and grandson to king Frisol : and 
low a king and married to Arnalta, it 
!cessary to welcome them with feasts 
joicings, for Arnalta had not lost a 
her vanity; so without any further 
hey went to welcome them. Which 
Dragonalte beheld, he alighted, tak- 
18 queen by the hand, in token of 

M 2 
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greater reverence to the emperor and 
]>ress. The empress requited this court 
for forgetful of her dignity and her age, 
got off her palfrey, and with her, Grid< 
Polinarda, Lionarda, and all her ladies, 
thus they all welcomed her with great | 
sure, telling her how the emperor*s c 
was highly honoured by her presence, 
emperor spake to them from his li 
by reason of his ill heath, but all the 
that Arnalta remained on foot, he helc 
barret-cap in his hand, nor could hei 
treaties, nor all the remonstrances of . 
gonalte, prevail upon him to be cove 
These embracings and compliments b 
over, they remounted, and that no ceren 
might be wanting, at the entrance of 
city, Palmerin alighted, and taking the b 
of ArnalWs horse, led it till he came tc 
palace, whereat the princess PolinardasI 
ed herself somewhat discontented ; for 
whatever pledges it may have rece 
never lives in such security, nor so free 
suspicion, but that any apprehension gi^ 
pa^. Arnalta seeing the respect with ^ 
they treated her^ was so elated that even 
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knew little of her, perceived her pride ; 
with all this outward show of joy, she 
id something to alloy Iier pleasure ; for 
ng Polinarda and the queen of Thrace 
ide her, their beauty secretly humbled 
, and she then began to think how un- 
t a quarrel they had enterprized for her 
e, who had maintained in Spain that she 
s the fairest woman in the world and the 
«t worthy to be served. Nevertheless, 
)ugh these two had the advantage over 
r, she herself was the third for beauty in 
I emperor's court, and when Miraguarda 
me thither, she remained then the fourth, 
ley were lodged in the palace near to the 
opress*s apartments. Arlatiza and her dam- 
is were assigned as guests to thedutchess 
■ Tubaya, the chief lady about the em- 
:cs8. 

he emperor caused feasts and tournaments 
id dances in the palace, in honour of Ar- 
sdta's coming, at all which Dramuziando 
as present, being now so wholly devoted to 
is new- love, as he could rest in no place, 
cither enjoy any quietness. Palmerin, who 
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lived now in more content then he 1 
long time before, did not yet think all t 
sound and sure, for that love presc 
daily some occasions of fear to amorou 
sons, until such time as their desires an 
fectly contented. He, that he might c 
means of seeing his lady> and enjoying 
contentment, took his place at all these 
ncKt the queen of Thrace, who exp 
him alway as being the friend of his 
While this great joy continued, Pom 
king of Scots, with his queen, arrived i 
emperor's court : they came by sea, and 
was less preparation of sumptuous reee 
for he being one of the house, was welc 
with more love and less ceremony tha 
nalta. Primaleon, to pay to Don Du 
something of the debt of their old friem 
would lead the queen of Scots, his dauj 
in-law's palfrey by the bridle, till she ca 
the palace gate, notwithstanding the en 
of Pompides and herself to the con 
She was lodged with the princess Polii 
who held herself greatly contented, be 
she was so near in alliance to her in< 
voured friend. This reception was th 
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on on which the knight of the Savage 
went abroad after the death of king 
]ue his grandfather. Thus the court 
onstantinople continued to fill with 
, queens, and princes, at which the em- 
was fall well contented, for he delight- 
such things, not regarding the cost of 
easury, a thing which kings ought ne- 
• regard when it is expended on such 
ions. 
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CHAPTER 150. 



Now the emperor being full of days, 
have heard, and expecting his latti 
to be close at hand, he wished to ha 
comfort of leaving his grandsons m 
and also the princes and chief ladies wl 
been brought up in his courts and 
present at the festivals upon this oc< 
^believing this would be the consi 
tion of all the things that were to I 
in his time. The better to put this 
ecution, he consulted with the empre 
Primaleon, by whose advice* he v 



* The author had forgotten that all the pri 
already been sent for and were already arrived. C 
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Amedos king of France, his son-in-law, be- 
seeching him to come with the queen his 
vife to his court ; for as his extreme age now 
every day threatened him, he wished to take 
hisleaveof them. In likemannerhe dispatch- 
ed letters to Don Duardos, king of England, 
and Flerida his daughter ; and to Recindos 
king of Spain, desiring him and his queen 
to bring Miraguarda in their company. The 
emperor Vernao, his son-in-law, was sent for 
likewise, and Tamaes king of Lacedemonia, 
with his daughter Sidela, who in beauty 
and appearance was nothing inferior to 
many of those times ; and the same com- 
pliment he paid to the soldan Beiagriz, and 
to Mayortes the Great Khan. And as the 
emperor was generally honoured by them 
all as their lord, and loved as their father, 
as soon as they received his letters there 
was not one who did not make himself 
ready with the greatest haste in the world ; 
the first that came to Constantinople, were 
the emperor Vernao, and Don Duardos, who 
were received with great love and little 
pageantry ; for as Don Duardos and Flerida 
Btill were mourning for the death of the 
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king their father, ihey would suffer no 
public rejoicings, nor was any made at Ba- 
>iilui' s reception, because they came together. ]' 
Fleiida and her husband were lodged in her 
own apartment, whicli still was called after ~ 
her name, another adjoining unto it being 
given to the princess Polinarda and her 
guests. To tell the joy" which the arrival 
of these princesses occasioned in that house 
may well be excused ; they may conceiveit 
who have children whom they greatly lpvC|; 
and whom at tlie close of their lives, they 
see in the great enjoyment of great estates 
and honours : soon after came the soldaa 
Belagriz and Mayortes, their entertainment 
being as their noble estates deserved. Then 
came kingTarnaes with his queen, Sidelahis 
daughter, and the infanta Paudricia, whonis 
being one httle inclined to the mirthfolnesi 
and joy of the others, the empress, at the 
emperor's desire, took for her own guest. 
In this manner they came one after another^ 
so that the court and tile city were so 
ennobled, and so full, that they had never 
been so before. It was not long ere the 
two kings Arnedos and Recindos arrived. 
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r reason of their nearness of kin, and the 
eat friendship which had ever subsisted be- 
een them, Recihtios had travelled by land 
Friince, and there embarked in the fleet 
litch Arhedos had prepared for both, wliich 
as a right noble one, and equipped as became 
eir royal person. They reached the port on 
bright and sun-shining day, which made the 
?et appear more glorious, and they astonish- 
I the people with the sound of artillery and 
iims and trumpets which shook the very 
irth. The chief ships of the fleet were 
>vered with rich canopies of silk and cloth 
^gold, and the others with enibroidered 
vaings, set off with such gallant adoirn- 
leats that they seemed to vie with the bro- 
ide and purple of the others. Arnedos 
»ne in one ship with his queen and Flo- 
mda and Gratiamar his daughters, with 
nights for their guard. In another was 
ing Recindos and the queen, with their 
uard, and in a gallion which went foremost 
f the fleet, in greater bravery than all the 
ist, came the fair Miraguarda^ with the 
iant Almourol, Florendos, and many other 
lights ; for king Recindot holding it for 
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certain that the emperor intended to n 
her to Florendos, his grandson, and he 
his empire, with king Arnedos's consen 
do them the honour, caused their galli< 
sail foremost, as the captain over all the < 
vessels; with banner upon the main top 
light in the poop, and thus they follo\ve( 
into the port of Constantinople. Those e 
knights who were not rich enow to 
the ships in which they were embarked 
costly canopies, sent boats on shore for j 
boughs wherewith they bowered thei 
that in the whole fleet there was nothin: 
what wore the appearance of gaiety an( 
The emperor was so rejoiced at their coi 
thj-\t it seemed as if youth were again rev 
in him ; and refusing to go in his litte 
would be carried in a chair to the 
where they landed. The empress also 
there, with all the queens, princesses 
ladies of her house ; Paudricia alone \ 
not be present at the general joy, 
rode on palfreys caparisoned with marv 
' costliness, yet those which were led fc 
newly arrived personages to mount, su 
ed them in bravery of equipment. Th 
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etov sate in his chair at the water*3 edge, 
nd by him stood Primaleon, Don Duardos, 
he emperor Vernao, the soldan Belagriz, 
ttayortes the Great Khan, Tarnaes king of 
Labedemonia, Polendos, Estrelante, Pom* 
>ide8, and Dragonalte, all kings, with a full 
loUe chivalry besides of princes, infantes, 
lad famous knights, who by that mode of 
■CTcrence and courtesy, gave more show of 
inthority to his royal person ; and no little 
oy it was to him in his aged years, to see 
aimself so beloved of the most puissant 
^ces that were in the whole world ; y ta, 
be deemed the honour of this day to be the 
most triumphant that he had ever enjoyed, 
leeing that they displayed towards him the 
Nune ceremonious respect as though he had 
been their natural liege lord ; but this joy 
was disturbed by the reflection, how short 
a time he could enjoy such . honour, by 
reason of old age. 

Aroedos, Recindos, and Elprendos, being 
landed, would have kissed the emperor's 
hand, but he embracing thiem in his arms, 
would not suffer them, giving it to none but 
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Florendos ; the same he did to the queens of 
Spain and of France, his daughters, after 
whom he received Miraguarda and all hit 
grand-daughters with equal welcome, say- 
ing to Miraguarda, Right glad am I, ladj, 
that you are now in a land, where I may re- 
cjuite the great courtesy I have found at yoor 
hands, in providing to detain Albayzar in bo ^ 
good security for my knights. Miraguarda f 
made no other answer, but with a mild and 
princely courtesy, made show how well she 
understood the honour vouchsafed her by 
these words. Great labour would it be to 
attempt to recountminutely the compliments, 
ceremonies, and courtesies, which pastattbii I 
reception : I will not make the attempt, both 
to excuse myself from this labour, and for 
fear also lest my words should debate that 
to which no words could do justice. It must 
not, however, be forgotten to say how the 
presence of Miraguarda among so many and 
so beautiful, astonished all with her beauty. 
Almourol came by her, and by his ugliness 
served to set off her charms. After Poli- 
narda had welcomed and embraced befi 
she turned to her brother Florendos and 
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id, Now, Sir, I deem indeed that all the 
rment which your affection hath given 
u \yas worthily caused. Would, lady, he 
plied, that I had the due recompence it 
ih deserved, so might I be in the better 
lOrance. We are now in a place, she an- 
ered, where we understand each other, 
r is this the castle of Almourol, though the 
d himself is here, that the gates should 
shut against you. Thus she sported, of- 
ing to him at the same time her help and 
It of her friend the queen of Thrace, to. 
list him in his loves. 

lese ceremonies being over, which endured 
ig time, the emperor would return to the 
lace, Primaleon leading the queen of 
ain's horse by the bridle, albeit king Re- 
idos was loth to suffer him. Polendoa 
1 the same honour to the queen of France, 
{ sister, and Don Duardos to Miraguarda, 
wcjl to content the aged emperor, as to 
nour bis kinsman Florendos: Palmerin 
England did the like to the infanta Flo- 
ida, and Fiorian of the Desert to Gra- 
mar ; in brief, the princes and knight^ 
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all went on foot, save only the emp 
who was carried in his chair upon i 
shoulders, communing with Miraguan 
the way, and being well pleased to see 
well Florendos had bestowed his time 
this manner, each accompanying his lac 
her whom he most desired to honour^ 
reached the palace, where all these i 
were lodged, as had for some time bee 
pointed. The giant Dramuziando ha 
mourol for his guest, by which meai 
was held in the more account ; for as 
muziando was so greatly honoured ic 
house and court, when they beheld 
honour he paid to Almourol, all dem< 
themselves towards him accordingly, 
night there was no ball, that they i 
rest from the fatigue of the sea and i 
road; but the city blazed all night 
bonfires, and rung with the rejoicin 
the people, which seemed continually 
crease; for they who do things with 
will are never weary of doing them. 
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CHAPTER 151 



•p 



WTien the princes that were thus arrived at 
Constantinople had rested themselves for 
certain days^ the emperor, desirous to con- 
tent every one before he died, who had be- 
stowed their service in honouring him, re- 
vealed his intent to Arnedos, Recindos, Pri- 
malcon, the soldan Belagriz, and others with 
whom it was meet to communicate upon 
snch an occasion, telling them what a satis- 
faction and comfort it would be to his old 
age to see his grandsons married, and the 
other princes that had been nourished in his 
court. And then he said what he thought 
concerning each, and how it was right and 
reasonable that each should be matched ac- 
cording us his affection served him, having 

N 3 



138 

regard to that rather than to any inequality 
of persons, if such there was, provided al- 
ways that the advantage was on the damsel's 
side, as otherwise it w^ould be to do her 
wrong. So it being determined among them 
what should oe done, the emperor gave 
order that on the Sunday following, a sump- 
tuous banquet shi^uld be provided in the 
Garden of Flerida, that being the place 
which was regarded with most affection of 
any in the palace, and where all great acts j 
and ceremonies were wont to be performed. { 

■ i 

The magnificence of the tables which were } 
spread that day was worthy to be seen, espe- i 
cially the princesses' table, for there the 
flower of the world was assembled, and 
whoso placed his eyes upon them, might 
well have dispensed with alt other delicacies. 
None could distinguish which had the ad- 
vantage in beauty, save such as were ena- 
moured, for Palmerin would not confess that 
any one equalled his lady ; Floreodos held 
the same opinion of Miraguarda ; the knight 
of the Savage would have waged battle with 
all of them to maintain this for the queen of 
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Thrace ; and Platir was not behind him in 
conceit towards his lady Sidela, daughter to 
Vmg Tarnaes; each supposing that he had 
Teasou on his side. Among the elder 
l)eauties, Gridonia^ Flerida^ Francelina^ and 
Basilia, Flerida bare the prize. After the 
Ubles were withdrawn^ all being seated in 
due order, and in silence, the emperor would 
We addressed them in a speech, but as his 
Voice was now weak, and it was necessary 
to speak loud that so large a circle might 
itear, he desired Don Duardos to say in his 
lUune what he meant to express. Don Du- 
ardos rose, and taking off his barrct-cap, 
Would have kissed his hand for this honour. 
Then turning towards the assembly, he placed 
his back against the trunk of a cypress, that 
he might the more conveniently be heard, 
aad began thus : 

High and mighty empress, whom most of us 
who are here present love and truly regard 
as our natural lady, some by the breeding 
which they have here reocived, others by 
relationship, owing unto you the obedience 
of that name, our lord the emperor, seeing 
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all these princes and lords collected m hh , 
house, and consulting whereby the renown . 
of Christendom may most worthily be main- . 
tained^ and all things continued in their; 
flourishing estate, hath with the advice and^ 
counsel of all, come to that determination * 
which I am now to declare. For as it re-^s 
mains to know whether your highness and | 
these lady queens and princesses whom it;q 
concerns, are contented therewith, it bath^ 
pleased him that I should in the presence of ^'i 
all declare that, which would occasion long-, 
delay if related to each in particular. . Itis f 
so that his majesty hath decreed, that these f 
young knights shidl join in marriage, in re- ' ^" 
Gompence of all their noble travails, with 
those to whom they are affectionate. And"; 
for them who have not to his knowledge 
made choice for theqiselves, he will look out 

• 

according to their deserts, so that no offence 
shall grow on any side, but every one shall * | 
be contented to their own desires. Here he ; 
paused a while, either to take breath, or to 
think with what words he should continue 
his speech : there was not one in all that 
assembly whose heart was so free from fear^ 
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enaoce so calm^ but that something 
ovements of affection might be dis« 
For inasmuch as it is the nature 
to be full of suspicions and fears, 
ne thought . that these marriages 
ot be so justly and equally deter- 
»ut that peradventnre he should fail 
ing his right and desired guerdon. 
a the ladies that this was most ma^ 
jiy change being more easily dis* 
a their more delicate complexions, 
la, with her eyes on Palmerin, was 
full of fear and shame, for she knew 
that her grandfather might offer her 
ler, and so it would be n^ecessary for 
vrovf what she had done. As for 
n, though he had passed through so 
angers, certes this was that which he 
sented ; and so greatly was he trou* 
at if he had not leaned against a- tree 
Id have fallen to the ground Pre-* 
Don Duardos continued: For you, 
md excellent prince Sir Florendos, 
csty, with the consent of king Re<* 
appointeth the lady Miraguarda for 
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vife, believing, that free as her heart is, she ^ 
will not be discontented with this, and that 
you will have your heart's desire accomplish- 
ed. Whosoever had beheld them both wheo 
this was said, they might well perceive that' ■ 
these words had given him more joy than if . 
the richest realm in the world were in bis ; 
own possession ; but in Miraguarda nothing ! 
could be discovered, her countenance re- [ 

mained so calm that none could tell whei '. 

I- 

ther she felt joy or displeasure. .^ 



1. 
And for thee, my son Palmerin, said Don i 

Duardos, the emperor and prince Prima* -j 
leon, in proof of the love they bear thee in '^ 
this house, and in favour to me^ do give thee ■:, 
to wife the lady Polinarda^ not doubting ^ 
bi^t thou shalt imagine all thy passed travails - 
to he fully recompensed in ^o sweet a re- 
ward. Certes Polinarda heard the&e words 
with other emotions than Miraguarda had 
done; it seemed as if her love was greater, 
and she could not coniceal it ; and Palmerin 
likewise now abandoned all his former fear, 
seeing he should enjoy the felicity he had sa 
long desired. 
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)ir GracianOj prince of France^ con* 
Don Duardos, the emperor believing 
I thus confirms your own wishes, will 
^ith the lady Clarisia, his grandchild, 
er to king Polendos. And you, brave 
oldo, prince of Spain, with Onistalda^ 
cr to duke Drapos of Normandy, and 
hild to the renowned king Frisol^ 
t your father, I am sure, will be well 
ted, thinking that you are so. You^ 
Francian, shall match with Bernarda, 
er to Belcar. You, noble Platir, with 
inccss Sidela, daughter to king Tar- 
f Lacedemonta. You, Don Rosuel^ 
e inheritor of prince Belcar your fa- 
ith the lady Dramaciana, daughter to 
irendos. Belisarte, your brotber,with 
y Dionisia, daughter to the king of 
;.. Y'ou, Dramiante, with the lady 
la, daughter to Ditreo, prince of 
r)'. And you, Fjisol, who arc heir to 
c^ your father, with Leonida, 4augh- 
the duke of Peja. And that this 
nt iiiay be duly made, his majesty 
the rest to be concluded upon with 
vice and to ibe satisfaction of alL 
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But that it mi^ not appear that you^ Sir 
Dramuziando> are not remembered npoft] 
such an occasion^it is agreed that youshd' 
marry the lady Arl^nza^ both to satisfy yoiff 
afTectioDs, as is believed^ and to repay her 
for her bewraying the treason of Aliemao ; J 
and your friend the knight of the Savage/ 
Man hath concluded to bestow the Profound 
Isle on you^ which sometime belonged to > 
her father Bravorante, as. her dowry. Dnr i 
muziando did not wait to hear these wordi ir 
finished, but threw himself at the feet of die { 

emperor and would have kissed them, for the j 

I*" 

love of Arlanza greatly tormented bim. l 
Don Duardos took him up, desiring him to i 
have patience a little while ; and turning to ) 
the queen of Thrace he said. To you, most | 
excellent princess, whom nature hath lo \ 
plentifully endowed with beauty and worldly " 
blessings, the emperor, with these kings and 
noble lords in his company,, not knowing 
how your inclinations lead you, do earnestly 
desire to give in marriage my son Florian,if 
this might content you and Palmerin, to 
whom it is said you are tied in some point 
of obedience, according as king Sardamante 
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iir grandfather appointed it in his will. 
ImeriD^ v/h& all this while had kept him- 
i silent, humbly desired the king his father 
vouchsafe him a word or twain ; which 
ing granted him, he came before the 
2ca of Thrace^ and setting one of his 
ted to the ground^ he said, I durst not, 
raose of the close relationship between us, 
jsent yotx my brother Florian the first time 
a saw him, fearing lest you should think. 
It 1 was inclined more to regard his profit 
ID jour honour; and willing that you 
gilt have some knowledge of his knightly 
edSi^ wherein if I perceived you to take 
y delight, I might be the bolder in pre- 
ating him for your husband, and you the 
4»icr to entertain him. Let it then^ I pray 
)U, seem acceptable in your judgment, what 
e emperor and his council hath determined 
1, in tliat I am persuaded the heavenly 
>wers do think well it should Le so. hie 
almerin, said the piiruess, I am at your 
sposal, nor have 1 any choice, or hking, 
Jt as you shell! plca<e; and if I should do 
hcrwise 1 were uuvvortliy to leeeive ilie 
essing of ihc Wing my gianuialhci \ uuvV V 
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know not if my subjects would be satisfiedj 
with any thing contrary to your will. I ai 
content with any thing* which you imagio^^ 
for the fulfilling of your promise and mine 
honour. 

Palmerin arose glad of this answer^ and Don - 
Duardos^ still more so, continued his dis- '; 
course : Now, Sirs, that ye have all heari ( 
what has been proposed, it is the emperor|i fc 
will you should reveal to him how you.a9r. 
cept of his opinion; and the princesses and |^ 
ladies shall bewray their intents to the em- 
press, because his excellency would not cn- 
lerprize any thing, but he will have all par- 
ties well contented therewith. But as thesa [^ 
marriages seemed all to be ordained by 
Heaven, there was none but who was well 
pleased, and without delay it was known that 
all were well contented. Then each in turn | 
advanced and kissed the hands of the em- 
peror and empress, doing the like to Gri- 
donia ; and the like they did to the emperor 
Vernao, Dasilia, and the other kings and 
queens there present ; and the emperor em- 
Waced them every one^ but when Palmerin 
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ne to him^ he held him in his arms and 
d^ Son of my love^ I have continually ima- 
ged with myself, how 1 might worthily re- 
mpence your deeds, of so high estimation : 
It now I persuade myself, that both my 
'sire and yours shall be sufficiently content- 
I, in giving you the thing which I love best 
this world, which is my grandchild the 
incess Polinarda. May it please God that 
ssame comfort which 1 have had with that 
me in the empress your grandmother, may 
end on ye also, that you and I bearinc; one 
me, may be alike in happiness and good 
tune. I never thought, said Palmerin, 
hi my deeds should purchase such a high 
d happy felicity, as this which your ma- 
lty hath bestowed on me; but I see it is 
lor goodness and not my deserts. Prima- 
on and Gridonia embraced him with the 
me love, they having long since determin- 
I in their own minds upon this marriage. 

hese things being past, the emperor, that 
nhing might be left undone, returned to 
ransel again, with the emperor Vernao, 
on Duardos, Primaleon, and the other 
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liingSy concerning \vhat should ba done with 
the infanta Paudricia; \vhereupon the soldan 
Deiagriz was called^ and in the presence of 
Don Duardos was reminded of what had 
passed, and told that the fruit of his deceit i^ 
Mas Blandidon^ so good a knight^ and so 
worthy of estimation. Now as the soldaa;^: 
was already troubled in mind about the !% 
error of his faith, for by re&son of his long 
intercourse with Christians he was certified 
of the truth of theirs, what with love for bis 
hon Blandidon, and compassion for the sor- 
jowful life which Paudricia had led, and 
;ibove all, being desirous not to lose the 
friendship of these princes, he renounced bis 
law, and concluded to espouse Paudricia^ ^ 
and he had not much to do in convertio^ '' 
^ome of his princes who came with him also, 
the love they bore him, and the sense of the 
qrror in which they lived prevaijling ; where-. 
at the emperor greatly rejoiced, 03 indeed 
the business merited. Having left the 1 
council, the emperor, that there miiglu b€^ 
110 time for Belagriz, by the persuasion of 
the people, to change this good mind, went 
to tlie house of the empress, taking Don Dun 
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irdos with him^where^ they three only being 
present^ Don Duardos discoursed to the in- 
fanta Paudricia the whole truth, undeceiv- 
ing lier of the opinion in which she and her 
son Blandidon had lived till now ; and idling 
her how much be had endeavoured ibrinerlv 
to make the soldan renounce his false belief 
and accept her for his wife^ to which, it 
heing God*s good pleasure^ he had now con- 
sented. And praying her^ since it had 
pleased God after so long time and so great 
wrrow, to bring him to a sense of his error, 
and give this good remedy to her affliction, 
that she would be content, as well consider- 
ing the valour and riches of the soldan, who 
was a mighty and renowned prince, as also 
that her son mici^ht know his noble father. 
Paudricia heavily looking about her, was so 
sore troubled as it was a great wliile ere she 
spake a word ; but after she had better re- 
membered herself, she earnestly beheld Don 
Duar Jos, saying. My hard destiny concealed 
this so long, that I might endure to live ; for 
be sure, if I had known this, I bad given due 
chastisement to my ignorant misfortune. 
But since it is come to light at this lime, 
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both the love of my ^on, and tlic salvation ^ 
of the soldan and his subjects^ compelleth 
roe to forget all matters past^ coasidbred 
also, aM you assure me, that the force of love 
'Nvhich be bare towards me excuses him for 
this deceits 

w 

The emperor liked well of that she had said, 
and the empress embraced her many times, 
being so glad as could be possible, that all 
things came to such a happy end, and so 
little looked for. Clandidon was then called 
and made acquainted with the truth, and 
though it grieved him to lose the opinion 
tbat Don Duardos was his father, yet the 
hope of ihe estate to which be should now 
/\ttain, made him forget this grief, and en- 
tertain the change with joy ; for this is the 
nature of rank, that it maketh those vho 
(ispire to it forget all other things. 
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CHAPTER 152. 



kfter these marriages were thus agreed npon^ 
he emperor, who would give no occasion for 
lelay to bring with it any obstacle, as often* 
ime happeneth to those who are remiss in 
things of moment, commanded the day fol- 
lowing, that all things for the solemnizing^ 
these honourable rites should be prepared, 
and that the ceremony should be performed 
in the palace, which was fitted up full royally 
for the nonce. The archbishop of Constan- 
tinople said mass ; he was the patriarch of 
the whole empire, a person of great autho- 
rity, and adorned with much learning and 
virtue; afterward he made a learned sermon, 
^^'hich was all in praise of the soldan Bela- 
P^^i whereby his holy and good intention 
^"^s publicly made known, and the rightful ^ 
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marriage between him and the infanta Pau- 
dricia, a thing whereof no one before had 
entertained a thought. 

When the archbishop had concluded he 
baptised the soldan. The emperor and Don 
Duardos were his godfathers, and the two 
empresses of Greece and Allemaigne bis 
godmothers. And to honour him the more, 
the emperor would have him be the first to 
receive the order of matrimony. This cere- 
mony being performed, Blandidon humbled 
himself before him in sign of love and obe- 
dience, but the soldan giving him his baud 
and his blessing, took him up, rejoicing 
greatly in the fruit of his stolen embraces, 
that he had so good a knight to his son, and 
especially that he should leave to his sub- 
jects such a worthy governor. The infanta 
Paudricia came to their espousals between 
the two empresses, as her husband had done 
to his baptism. After them the emperor 
would have Florendos next in the espousals, 
to do more honour to Miraguarda, who ad- 
vanced so proudly, and with so haughty and 
. confident an air, as if in that ceremony she 
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lad Leen the one who gained lenst. Tiie 
esterday, when all the other princesses had 
expressed their thanks to the emperor and 
impress for wliat luid been settled concern- 
ing them, Miraguarda was the only one who 
ofl'ered no such acknowledgment, whereby 
she once more deprived Florendos of his 
Jtie night's rest, making him conceit that 
ihe^was not contented to have him for her 
tusband, cither bv reason of some fault in 
)im,or because she had another in her heart 
fhom she affected more, and this was what 
le most feared. But now that the espousals 
rere past, he was secure from all fear, and 
ftklng her by the hand, which was he 
bought the highest honour he could ever 
ttain, Flerida and the queen, who before 
ad had her between them, retired to tlieir 
eats, leaving them both now contented and 
namoured. Certes, that dav where there 
fere so many of such beauty present, Vle- 
ida was not Jess gazed at than all the other?, 
hoigh time and her long sorrow had im- 
paired much of her beauty and appearance- 
Then c^me the fair princess l^olinarda, led 
between her au^ls the empress uf A'lc- 
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nuigne and the queen of France^ and 
merin^ accompanied with the emperor 
nao> and king Tamaes of Laceden; 
And after them the queen of Thrac< 
tween the queen FranceUna of Thessal j 
Flerida, who that day accompanied so n 
having been requested by all. She was i 
in maiTiage to the knight of the Sa 
who* if hitherto he had lived with sc 
affections^ remained from that time so 
moured and wholly devoted to her, tl 
seemed as if he were another man. 
none marvel at this ; if is the nature oi 
and matrimony to alter the conditic 
men, and they in whom it is not alterc 
cither of these, will remain the sam 
death. Beroldo, Graciano, Platir, at 
the other princes and knights, were 
espoused unto their ladies, each bein 
companied by those whom he loved 
Last of all, the queen of Thrace and pri 
Polinarda, to do pleasure to the knig 
the Savage, took Arlanza between thei 
strange sight, for in stature she was so 
that from the breast upward she overt( 
thein, and her limbs were of answerabl 
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tnd the features of her face aUke pr«- 
lable; they being fair and delicate 
so that greater contrast could not 
i^n devised* Dramuziando came ac- 
lied by Primaleon and Don Duardos^ 
y were wedded to the equal content- 
f both, he being enamoured of her, 
3 won by his worth and fame. Tiiit 
5ver, which seemed to be the last, 
arda besought the emperor that he 
)e pleased to give to the giant Al- 
Cardiga, for his wife, the daughter of 
nt Bataru, who dwelt in her house- 
or she knew that both desired it, and 
lay was appointed to unite affections, 
ot well that they should be forgotten ; 
>ress declared that she had Cardiga's 
, and so the marriage was performed 
I same solemnity as the rest* . 

Cardiga it is related in the second 
this history, called Don Duardos of 
ia, that the giant Almourol, oesides 
le wherein he alway dwelt and which 
d after his own name, had another 
k league distant, down the Tagus, 



%vhich his father had built, and whic 
i^alled Torre Bella. But after his ma 
Aliuourol gave it to Cardiga for her c 
and called it by her name, ^nd thei 
past her widowhood, breeding up thei 
>vho bore the same name as his fathei 
that the old tradition is no fable, tl 
farmer times Almourol and Cardiga 
husband and wife, and that the castles \ 
in they dwelt were called after them 
are so called to this daj\ Some chrt 
say that their son was named Tran 
and that he was drowned one day cr 
the Tagus bdow the castle of Almouro; 
whence that pkcc was called the De 
Tranconio, and in process of time, b 
ruption, the Deeps of Trancor., from 
the village, which in our days has bee 
iipon the shore there, is so called. < 
affirm that he was named Almourol li 
father, and thus he Is called in the c 
cle of JJon Duardos, wherein many n 
actions are related of him during hi 
life. But as this appcrtaineth not to o 
tory, we will lot pass the diflercuces c 
ters, and return to aur own matter. 



These marriages over, and the arclibUhop 
having giveu tliein all his blessiug^ they all 
repaired to the Garden of Flerida, wlierc 
the feast had been uiJide ready. He who 
should essay to describe the adornments 
aod fashions wherein those princesses and 
ladies appeared that day, would have enough 
therewith to fill paper; and though some 
may object that they could not be many, be- 
cause of the shortness of the time, we an- 
swer, that they came provided, in hope of 
tliis occasion. One only cause of discon- 
tent was found amid all this joy,— that the 
infantas Florenda and Gratiamar should not 
share the same fortune as the rest ; the rea- 
son was, that the knights who^ were their 
peers had fixed their affections elsewhere . 
and Germam of Orleans, who was known to 
he the servant of Florenda, was judged un- 
equal in state, besides being vassal to her 
father king Arnedos. Nevertheless the em- 
peror communed with Arnedos, and found 
him 80 well satisfied with the knightly prowess 
of Germam of Orleans, that it would not 
offend him to see his daughter matched with 
80 vulourous a vassal, the heir of so great a 
VOL jy^ p 
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house, and of his own also, if other 5 
fail; and being assured also that it 
not displease the infanta Florenda, he 
order that they should that same d 
married. Gratiamar being more hai 
hearted, and less easy to content, ren: 
without a husband. 



They who had beheld the tables yest< 
would have thought them worthy to be 
but to-day they were far more worthy 
miration, being arranged after a dii 
fashion. For in the former banque 
ladies and princesses were in one pari 
the knights in another, but now they 
all together. Who could have told F 
dos two days before that he should sc 
eat of the same dish with the fair Mirag 
Palmerin with Polinarda, Platir with i 
and each one with her whom he loved 
Great changes do time and chance < 
and seeing that they thus teach us to h 
fident, let every one learn," that even 
very strength of misfortunes we oug 
hope for some good, lest w^e fail into 
despair, as thereby to destroy not onl 
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t our soul also, which God created 
lerent end. Throughout the city 
e feasts and pageants of many in- 
devised hy a happy people who 
ir king; and when a people are sa 
they arc indefatigable in whatever 
;ht him. At this banquet^ such were 
is of joy and contentment that the 
rere little thought on ; and in this 
delight it was not observed that 
•"loraman was wanting. The em- 
s the first who perceived this, and 
lat he was not at any of the tables, 
ired for him: one of the serving- 
ied, that he was at the end of the 
lying under a tree. Florendos his 
mt for him, for all well understood 
lad retired from .this scene of joy, 
he could bear no part. After he 
:avoured to persuade him to return, 
1 replicd,Why, Sir Florendos, would 
I him be a witness of others happi- 
► hath for ever lost his own ? My 
p deserves not that you should give 
rment. Leave me with my own re- 
; my sorrow satisfies me ; do not 
p 2 
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wish mc to beliold what would doub! 

bringing to memory what 1 have lost h 

siglit oF what others iuive gained, i 

you the happiness whieh is your poi 

Jeave mc n«y misery, and the content 

which I find therein, ray companions \ 

1 hve, and till rliey shall put an end to 

Some reasons Florendos offered to diss 

him from tliis intent, and then leaving 

lie besouglit the emperor, who would 

gone- himself for him, not to do so, i 

would be to give him pain, and als 

luakc all who beheld him partake in 

degree of his sorrow. This advice se 

good to many, and to the emperor hu 

who tlierefore let dim be, with great 

passion both in himself and in many otl 

his friends; for as Floraman was a 

prince, of good discourse, discreet, va 

and well l>eloved, there was not one wh 

not resent great part of his grief, and 

his absence to be a great loss. The 

was to know certainly that no counsel < 

monition which they could give would 

any avail, his sorrow being so rooted in 

and so inveterate, that he would not b< 
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thing which called to his remem« 
hat he had lost. 

}uet being ended^ which lasted the 
>art of the day, what remained was 
dances after the Grecian fashion, 
ch they all retired. On the foUow- 
ihe brides and bridegrooms came 
give thanks to the emperor and em- 
cording as was the custom for all 
re wedded in that house. The 
¥ho were not in this happy number, 
» dissemble their pain, or to give 
to their friends, appointed tilts and 
, which lasted many days, till they 
aside by news of sonrow. Tlius is 
1 composed, never so constant in its 
ngs but that some evil follows, and 
in, some recompence of good, with- 
h hope I know not whether it could 
ed. 
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CIIAPTIIR \53. 



Itacli of these princes delighting hli 
with his sweet lady, for whose sake h( 
endured so many sharp travails^ and of v 
at times he had lost all hope, the others 
still remained batchelors, either to give 
tentmentto their friends, or todissemb 
sorrow and envy which tormented I 
selves, appointed feasts, tilts, tourneys 
other inventions, wherein much time 
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great€r sadnifss, and his horse and lance 
9AdIance*head of the same colour : by which 
^ad habity and by all his demeaiioar^ he de- 
noted, that the sight of happiness in others 
iiotbing abated of his own unhappines.^, but 
'athcr freshened in hira regret for what he 
W lostv For three days together, he was 
^ great in arms and of such signal prowess, 
he remained victor against aQ that dealt with 
l)im. At lengthj because he would not dis- 
cover his name to the judges of the field, 
t^lorian and Florendos went to arm them- 
selves, being very desirous to try the com- 
bat with him. But Dramnziando prevented 
this, for he knew that it was Floraman. Don 
Buardos and Primaleon then went and 
brought him to the emperor, who essayed to 
comfort him, saying, that it was against rea- 
son he should afflict himself in such sort 
for the thing he could not remedy, seeing 
that by to doing he destroyed himself aud 
distressed his friends, not one of whom, but 
for the love and affection which they aJ) bore 
liiiD, partook in great part of bis afHiction. 
And he besought him that if either in his 
bouse or out of it, there was in any kingdom 
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e pro^iace or clirlsiecdom that thing which 

CwuLd iaducc him to rorzet his loss or com- 

f er.si:e tor it, ihache would tcU him so now; 

v.::e:i all the gr-:ates: chrlstiaa princes were 

there present, who would so willingly grant 

L:cA whatever he desired. Sirs, replied 

Florac:an, 1 well know, that neither words 

nor deeds of mine can su&cientl v thank yea 

lor this favour and for the kindness which 

occasions it ; but the true lovaltv with which 

I from the firs: began to serve my lady Altea, 

hr.:h net so lirile force as lo let me change 

this mi:id. I kr.ow, indeed^ that she is deadi 

iliat mv evil forti:r*e hath occasioned thiSf 

and that nothinc: which I can do, and no ex- 

ccs> or pa>>ion in me, can bring her to life 

;c:ain; — if it coulJ she would then be less 

i tholdcn to me, for then any sorrow would 

I e for mv own i^itercst, and not for her 

v'or Ji. I rejoice in my wrctchedneis, since 

ii ii for her that I endure it. And if there 

v^hcre she now is, she hath any perception 

<>f v»hat pas^eth here, she knows, that if at 

any time my fancy represents to me that I 

grieve in vain, that thought do I cast from me 

as disbval. and utterlv renounce it. admit- 
* ' * ' 
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ing none but such as teach me to he content 
nilh the evils which I endure. For the love of 
hose who love truly must be without reserve ; 
»here it began there true love' ought to re- 
Qiain to the end, and in the end, otherwise 
I is to be judged but light and inconstant, 
am contented witb my sufferings : so long 
ave they now been my companions that I 
6uld not live without them, and whoever 
links that by withdrawing me from these 
loughts he should befriend me or do me 
]eBsure, offendeth against me in a way that 
have not deserved. If your highness de- 
ircth to manifest your goodness towards me, 
save me with my thoughts; — there are none 
a this world which can turn me from them, 

Fhey «aw he was so firm in this resoluhon? 
hat they judged it would be losing words to 
Jtrive w itb him in longer persuasioDts ;. so. he 
ook leave of the emperor, and ae^oixipanied 
rith Don Duardos and Primaleoa, went to 
lis chamber. The life of this prince, and the 
nanner of his love, gave great pain to his 
riends, for he was well beloved, and among 
lie Ittdies he was greatly esteemed,, fbt they 
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saw ill biininore truth and love than in 
men. Some who knew liim little, judg 
times that his shew of sorrow was but < 
terfeit, .ind that inwardly it was not wl: 
made it appear; but they wronged hin 
he was truly as enamoured, and as w 
devoted to his passion, as he could have 
when Altea was living. In the compa 
men, though at times he appeared che 
or less sad, it might presently be seen 
the recollection of what he had lost 
across him, how he lost all thought of 
he was saying, and his words wandered 
it was apparent thait his mind was i 
them, but fixed upon the thing which 
grieved him. If in the field or in the 1 
he was for a moment unemployed, it wa 
in thoughts of his love, and forgetfu! 
peradventure some one might overheai 
he would talk to his lady, as though she 
present, till he was weary. At c her 1 
he would compose virelays to her, and 
love-letters, as though she were one to ^ 
he could send them ; then recollecting 
self he would tear them, fearing tha 
mark of his wandering imagination s 
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t seen. But leave we now to speak of Flo- 
aman. 

Ibe rejoicings in the city beginning to abate, 
the emperor was sometimes wont, accom- 
panied with all the nobles of his court, to go 
b his litter a-field, with falcons, merlins, and 
Uber birds of the like nature. One Sunday 
t came to pass in the Forest of the Clear 
''ountain whither the emperor went to dine, 
le day being bright and clear, the knights 
ursuing their sports in divers parts of the 
cod, the emperor and empress, with the 
tber ladies and princesses remaining in the 
ompany of some few ; as the princess Po- 
narda, the queen of Thrace, Miraguarda, 
idela, and queen Arnalta, were disporting 
nder the shade of the trees, suddenly the 
ay was overcast, and a cloud came down 
nd coverjpd them ; it presently rose again 
nd dispersed, and then they saw in the air 
wo griffins of marvellous bigness, who were 
arrying away the queen of Thrace upon 
heir wings, leaving all the others. She, 
earing her tire and her beautiful hair, filled 
he air with her cries, and in this manner past 
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over the heads of those wlio weife ha#J 

being seen and known by them. Greal 

the dismay which this sight occasione 

the emperor^ and in all who beheld it. 

princes and knights forsaking their s 

rode to the forest, where they found so 

and lamentations^ and seeing that they c 

neither give counsel nor remedy in so sir 

a case, they made the emperor return, 

posing the next day to go in quest oi 

queen, and return to their old laborious 

of life. But the sage Daliarte prevented 

saying that this adventure appertains 

none but the knight of the Savage^; and 

tlie otliers should remain, for a greater 

ger awaited them. Soon did the tru 

these words appear, for in two days ti 

came that the fkct of Albayzar and 

Turks was departed to come against 

stantinopk. This news detained all the 

kings -end princes, who were else abo 

return into their own dominions ; for 

would not leave the emperor in this d£ 

He of the Savage, full of love for the < 

his wife, and thinking nothing of this 

as if it conccrneu not him r^lad in his 
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and bearing bis wonted device^ sft 

diately^ full sorrowful f jr this ad- 

and not knowing ho.v it could 
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CHAPTER 154. 



The history relates that the knight of th? 
Savage Man, weary of searching tlie whole 
empire over from one end to the other, in ' 
which he expended much time, and being I 
almost desperate of succeeding in his quest, \ 
had now his spirits so dead, and his heart so ^ 
sorrowful, that it seemed any little danger . 
would now have been too much for him; -^ 
and in this state qf despair, wandering about 
without hope, he uttered such amorous com- 
plaints as were unlike his former condition^ 
and one whose will had for so great a part 
of his life been so unrestrained. But as 
Fortune was now weary of tormenting him, 
she let him at last discover the place where 
his lady was, that this might certainly tbe 
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better enable him to endure what he liad yet 
to undergo. 

One evening, as he was travelling in that 
part of the empire where it bordered upon 
the kingdom of Macedonia, at the foot of a 
lofty and craggy Sierra, the sun was over- 
clouded and the heavens overcast with such 
darkness as if it were night; and so heavy a 
lain began to pour down, that he expected 
to be lost : for he was far from any inhabit- 
ed place, and neither he nor his squire knew 
the country, so that they were without any 
remedy. Presently they heard the cries of 
a woman, whose voice seemed to come 
through the thickness of the air, and groans 
vith them, as of one who was sufiering some 
wrong ; or which the desperate weather and 
the place, far from all shelter, occasioned her 
to utter. Now though he had need of all 
his strength to save himself, yet was he so 
accustomed never to be near danger without 
hastening towards it, especially when a wo- 
man cried for succour, that, forgetful of 
every thing else, he turned his horse towards 
the place from whence the cries seemed to 

©2 
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proceed, which was nearer the top of the 
Sierra, where there was a rock of immeasar- 
able height, and as seep as possible. A$ 
he drew neart^r, he thought the voice came 
from the rock ; an:l in this he was confirmed 
when he saw an oponing in it, like a gate- 
way, hewn in the rock, through which 4 
man on horseback might enter. Let* not 
the reader marvel at tiiis, whereof it will be 
needful to make farther mention, because of 
what was within ; for this place had for long 
time been the al)ode of famous enchanterSi 
who succeeded each other ; that great en- 
chantress the ini'a:i:a Melia*, w^as the foun- 
der, and at thi^^ rime Orusia Velona dwelt 
there, of whom the next chapter will speak, 
and they who inhabited it knew how to con- 
ceal it so that it should be visible to none 
but those whom they wished to see iU 
Neither should any one think it strange to 
hear that Melia founded it, because it is 
said in another part of this book, that she 
bad another similar place in England^^ where- 



* The rival enchantress of Urganda in EsphoKKaSk 
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m she dwelt also ; for this infanta being the 
most excellent in her art of her own times, 
and indeed more so than all before or after 
her, as in those days her brother king Ar- 
mato of Persia had Rsplandian the emperor 
of Constantinople, and Amadis king of Great 
Britain, for his capital enemits, she sought 
io all these parts for the most convenient 
;)Iaces which her cunning could discover, to 
xiake her dwelling in secret, that she might 
2ome there whenever it was necessary for 
ler to practice her enchantments. For this 
reason she had one in England, of which 
she made less use, and on which therefore 
iess work had been bestowed. She had 
iinother in Greece, far more excellent in its 
fabric and fashion, because she spent great 
part of hex life there. Another, to which 
she was most afiected, and which she made 
lier principal dwelling place, was in Persia, 
^'hich was her native country, and this in its 
fabric, greatness, and artifice, exceeded all 
the rest. If this infanta had been enamour- 
ed as Urganda was, it might have been that 
this her chief abode would in gallant devices 
to delight the eye, have surpassed that which 

93 
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llrganda made in her island, now Daliarte 
but as Meiia H inclinations were far a?e 
from love, her works were of other char 

ter. 

To return then to the subject, from whi< 
have wandered a httle, he of the Savage 
whose heart fear never harboured to pren 
him from using his good courage, detern 
ed to enter this cavern, and turning roi 
with intent to leave his horse with his squ 
and bid him aw ait him in that place, 
could not see him, and not finding himi 
thought the darkness and the storm had 
parated them . This was not the cause, 
Daliarte had done it, who did not cl 
that this place should be visible to 1 
The knight was grieved at this loss, 
knowing what might have become of h 
nevertheless he entered the cave, and 
farther he went in, the nearer the < 
sounded. So as the horse, frightened 
the place, or by the darkness, would gi 
farther, he leaped off, and went on, »v 
in hand, afoot, lie had not gone far 
fore the cries which he hud befbrehc 
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I ceased altogether^ whereat he was greatly 
grieved^ belieyiiig that eiilier the person who 
uttered them was dead^ or had sulVercd the 
injury, the fear of which occasioned ilicse 
shrieks. Then quickening his pace, it was 
not long before he found himself on the 
other side of the Sierra, in a gi\^at square 
fetdy surrounded on all sides by other such 
rocki as that through the which he had en- 
tered^ which were on the outside so sice[) 
aad rugged, and composed of such crags and 
precipices^ that even if they luu! not \>y 
art magic been concealed, tliey w(Me ^o 
constructed by nature, that it would have 
[ been impossible for any huma!i being to 
\\t\Q ascended them in any part to discover 
what lay beyond. The field ^\itijii\ was 
covered with goodly plants of divers colon is, 
and there were trees there, and rocui.aiiis 
..of clear water. And the rocks on a.) 
.sides were hollow, with ])t)rtal3 hewn in 
. them, excelleiitlv wrouuht, tiirouoh which 
. ^as the entrance into the apiunitcnis or 
Melia. 2sovv thonixh this hiioiiaiion wa>^ 
Dot bedecked \uih l'oIJ nor uiin otiicr ac- 



176 

customed gallantries^ its composition^ for one 
n^ho couid understand it, was full woBder** : 
ful. For having halls and chambers and 
corredores of all sizes, all were cut in the 
solid rock ; and what was most to be ad-, 
mired^ was the wonderful loftiness of the- 
apartments, for none could hy any subtiltj 
ot imagination devise how so great and sin* 
gular a work could have been compassed by 
the WLi and power of man. To the knight 
of the Savage this, place appeared the most 
notable thing that ever nature t>r .time eoold 
bring to light, and he marvelled that a thing. 
so wonderful should not be more known and 
more lalked of in the world. And ei^tering 
in he went through all the sides of theedifice, 
for in every chamber there was much \o. . 
behold ; the light came from windows in 
the summit, cut in the top of the rock. AH* 
these chambers communicated one w4th the:, 
other ; and in none of the portals did he * 
find any gale or door to impede the entrancej 
excepting only one, which in this respect 
differed from the others. This was fastened 
with two great and strong lockf, and the 
door ako was of solid iron, and wrought all 
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over with ancient histories which he of the 
Sgvage did not understand, neither did lie 
tarry long in endeavouring to enter, seeing 
the strength of the door. Proceeding far- 
tber, at the end of the last side lie came into 
a hall, which seemed to him in greatness 
and loftiness &nd workmanship to exceed all 
the others; there be saw opposite the en- 
trance the statue of an ancient woman, "whom 
he judged to have been the founder of this 
palace. Round about her were other statues 
io marble, the history of which he did not 
kaow, neither did he stand long to l)ehoid 
tbem, there being something else which more 
astonished him. For in the middle of that 
loom was a serpent of metal, of singular 
Workmanship, and so huge that it well nigh 
filled the whole length of the hall. It was 
itMiding upon its feet, its neck stretched out, 
the fashions of its head so like the life, and the 
look so fierce and terrible that though it \va3 
manifestly a thing artificial, yet might it 
have excited fear in any one who beheld it. 

The knight went up to it, and viewed it all 
round; when he came in front V\e ^lo\jV 
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longer, for there was more to see 
He perceived a golden key hanging 
its neck by a fine thread of gold, tl 
being so small that it was scarcely ^ 
He took it off^ well judging that' it 
needs be of some use, but neithter i 
apariment> nor in all the others which 
traversed, had he seen any place to wl 
could .be applied. Then xeturning 
spect the serpent more narrowly, to sc 
could find any thing there which tl 
would fit, at last^ on the one side, un( 
scales wherewith it was covered, 1 
covered a little opening, which ga^ 
hope that the key would fit it. And 
it he found that this was the place for 
it was made ; so turning it round, anc 
ing it towards bim^ he opened a litt 
about the bigness of a hand, through 
he could see ajil that there was in the 
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last^ and tbe other two to the west^ and 
ing with a marvellous splendant bright* 
yeX the wax did not diminish any thing 
• Between these four lights was couch- 
ion rich cushions^ and with a pillow of 
1 silk under her head^ the fair Lionarda 
a of Thrace, his wife, in all her beauty 
perfection, save only that the brightness 
e light did something pale ben At this 
the knight of the Savage Man stood 
le like one whose reason was disturbed, 
knowing whether he might give credit 
hat was before his eyes or no. 

looking again and again, and satisfying 
elf that what he saw was no phantasy, 
new that it was certainly she, and of this 
is the more assured by her apparel, knovv- 
t to be the very same she had on when 
was carried away in the forest. And 
g thus fully persuaded that it was she, 
ailed aloud to her, but his voice had no 
power that it could break the order of 
sleep. At this being seized with ck> 
r, and full of love which he bore her, he 
aimed. What glory or conientmeui cva\ 
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my victories yield me, and the manifo] 
oils adventures which I have happily 
ed what do thev avail, if Fortane n 
sake nie in this, whereon my life < 
cth. O lady! since my unhappy fort 
prived me of you, I have travelled ov< 
countries to find you out, and now 
the very time when I was out of a 

ft 

here I am come, where for my woi 
row I see you, and know not how t 
yon. You do not hear me ! My w< 
wasted upon the wind ! and I am de 
This love being converted into an 
boeing himself so near his ludy^ and 
able to come nearer, he took his swc 
with the hilt thereof began to bat 
sc rpent, thinking to demolish it, but 
in vain, for the composition of it wai 
a (jiiality to be so destroyed. Insteac 



d- xdkde^ aiid still more so with trouble 
id^ li«; threw himself upon the ground 
lis -face to the earth, cursing his for- 
because in all other adventures it had 
shown him some means to extricate 
if, either ty fine force, or cunning, or the 
f another; but in this which concerned 
ciore than all, all remedy was cut off, 
5 was left in utter despair, without any 
or dhaddw of hope, to comfort and sup- 
im. And as men whose hearts have 
ong free, when they devote them at 
e more devoted than such as have been 
o such devotement, so it was with this 
t, he being now so passionately aftiict- 
lat his judgment and reason clearly 
oned him, and he determined to re- 
there in that strange dwelling place 
; his lady, not remembering that he 

other Ibod there than his own ima- 
ons, which would sooner destroy than 
ri him. 

t this time his true friend Daliarte, who 

1 not forsake him in so great necessity, 
id the hall, attired after the Engllsii 
I. jy. R 
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manner, as a gentleman withont arm 
having had leisure to arm himself in the 
with which he came. He came in, si 
It is plain. Sir Knight, that you do n< 
member me, since in time of such difi 
you distrusted my services} which are 
needful here than at any other time, 
the Savage rose and took him in his 
holding his appearance to be as a divin 
ccnr. Sir brother, said he, one occas 
grief thoroughly settled in the mind, a 
the party so vexed to commit all thinj 
to forgeifulness ; blame me not, ther 
though you were not in my remembra 
being in such a sharp extremity. Bui 
that I have you here with me, Fortur 
do me no farther hurt. I beseech y< 
you see my trouble, help me in it. 



Sir, quoth Daliartc, the person who 
made this enchantment of the lady Lioj 
haih not chosen that it should so eas 
broken. But Fortune reserving you t 
ploy your valour in adventures worthy 
high renown, will not suffer that intent 
fuDy eiecuted, having ordained that I 
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should discover the end ; nevertheless, 
Y art is not sufficient wholly to effect 
isenchantraent, your courage as well as 
{ill will be needed. 

n he had thus said, he bade him shut 
oor, and hang the key again round the 

of the serpent; but they stood fir?t 
e looking at the manner in which Lio- 
i was laid there. He of the Savage 
i fain have devised some means to ex- 
ish the candles, because they made his 
lose some part ofher colour and natural 
:y. It is plain, said Daliarte, that you 
rstand less of these things than the one 
made them; for by the virtue of their 
is the life of Lionarda sustained; and 
fore it is that they burn without con- 
ng, for so soon as the substance of which 

are composed should be consumed, 
ife would be expended also. 

iwith they went out of the hall ; and so 
as they were come in*o the open field, 

lir began to be exceedingly troubled, 
a marvellous darkness overshadowed 

R 2 
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them ; it soon cleared again^ ^nd the knigli 

of the Savage Man found himself a]oD( 

without the sage Daliarte to du'ect and he) 

him, and close by him a bull of marvelloi 

bigness and fierceness, who ran at him, an 

as he thought tost him with such force as 1 

send him as high as the top of the rocki 

but in his fall he lighted upon the neck < 

the bull, and was carried by him into a dai 

and dismal cave, at the end of which was 

great court of goodly workmanship, whe 

he left him and vanished away. The knig 

of the Savage, though something astonish< 

at all this, feared little any such adventa 

that might befal him, for he plainly p€ 

ceived that they were phantastic and vai 

And looking round about the court, he si 

that it was full of the statues of famous mc 

who, in the days of Amadis and Esplandic 

had flourished among the Moors ; and it i 

joiced him to behold so notable an antiquii 

and things so worthy of remembrance. 

the most honourable place of all stood 1 

niato the king of the Persians, having 

crown upon his head, and letters of gold 

})is left thigh, which declared his name. 
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: the knight of the Savage Man ear- 
beheld these images^ there came in 
woman, so wrinkled and feeble with 
lity of age, as she seem6d scarceJy 
> stand upon her feet ; she, feigning 
le was astonished at seeing him there, 
the place with loud and mighty cries, 
; upon the statues to defend her against 
itruder that was come to violate her 
!. At this cry the images began to 
lemselves, and to lay hold on their 
s; but when the knight of the Savage, 
made offer to defend himself, they 
silent in their former estate, and the 
Oman vanished out of sight. He of 
ivage went then to return to the hall 
' the serpent stood ; but on his way 
gh the apartments he saw the same 
Oman standing against the iron door, 
with her strength she would have de- 
d it against him, whereby he k-new 
in that place was inclosed the remedy 
travails ; and thinking it not fit to at- 
her, because he would not lay hands on 
3ian, he stood awhile not knowing what 
X The .old woman, as if her fear of 
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him was such that she did not dare avjiithi* 
fletermiiiation, put her shoulders against the 
iron door, and thrust so mightily that the 
strong locks gave way as if they had been of 
wax, and she w^nt in and closed it after her. 
And the knight stood laughing, seeing that 
the weakness of this old woman, which seem- 
ed as if it needed one to support her, had 
thus discovered the greatest force in the 
world. Then coming up to the door, he 
laid hands on it, but it seemed as if one with- 
in held it to against him. He persisted in 
forcing it open, and then she drew back and 
received him within, having with her four 
knights clad in costly armour, to whom she 
complained of him, how he sought to de- 
stroy her ancient palace. These four knights 
lifted up the maces which they held in theit 
hands, as if all meant to strike him at once $ 
but when the knight of the Savage Man pre- 
pared to defend himself, both they and th^ 
old woman vanished away incontinent. 

And then seeing liimself rid of these o\y 
stdcles, he stood looking round the apari^ 
jnent^ which seemed to him well worthy t^ 
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be seen. In the midst of the hall there wa^ 
a candlestick oP gold, set on a brazen pillar, 
and in the candlestick burned a white wax 
taper, so slender and fine that but for the 
light which it yielded it would not have 
been visible : he well judged that this was 
not without some mvsterv, but he knew not 
vhat to do, seeinir no way to deliver his 
lady. The apartment had cupboards all 
round it of carved wood, each having its 
lock and the key thereof therein.; in some 
he found part of the hbrary of the infanta 
Melia, in others garments and coifs, adorn- 
ed with jewelry which was beyond all price, 
all being woman's apparel. They say that 
the infanta Melia made them for her niece, 
the daughter of king Armato, who died just 
^'ben her marriage had been concluded on ; 
and the apparel was of the fashion of those 
times. This was known, for it was found 
written in a book in that same library, whicli 
treated of her life; and Melia in her grief 
for this niece's death, would not that any 
other, as long as the world lasted, should en- 
joy what had been made for her ; and with 
this intent had deposited in the palace so 
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great a treasure of jewels as had 
bestowed, and all this wardrobe 
times. Well might these riches 
tented any one, how covetous s< 
ihcy gave no joy to the knight of 
Man, for the treasure which he 
recover was still as it was befo 
knew not how to recover it. 

While he was in this state of ti 
great sage Daliarte came to him ; 
ing with a cheerful countenancCj 
Knight, since you have done 
was ordained for you, refer the i 
for in despight of the person that 
vent it, I will recover her whom ^ 
dearly. I know well, answered 
of the Savage Man, that you ale 
medy my distress ; and if I sh 
otherwise, I were unworthy to 
furtherance in this my extreme ti 
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CHAPTER 155- 



fore the sage Daliarte would deliver the 
?en of Thrace out of the enchantment^ he 
aid see the palace, and though the trea- 
cs therein were well worthy to be esteem- 
the library appeared to him of far greater 
imation, and with, the consent of the 
ight of the Savage, he made conveyance 
all the books, by his art, into the Perilous 
e, where he placed them with the books 
the sage Urganda, of which somewhat 
th been discoursed to you already ; the 
aer things remaining for him of the Savage, 
him who by his labours had won and de- 
rved them. This just and reasonable par- 
ion being made between them as brothers, 
aliarte took from the pillar the taper 
iich wais burning in the candlestick of 
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gold, and when he had it in his han 
to the knight of the Savage, The life < 
lady Lionarda consisteth only in the 
of this light, and till we had acqui 
you might well be unhappy ; but no 
ther the power of Targiana, by whose 
this enchantment was done, nor the 
the great Drus'^i Velona, who did il 
prevent us from efFecj:ing our desir 
you shall rest from the sorrow and 
which you have undergone. Then 1 
that chamber, they returned to that w 
the serpent stood ; Daliarte holding 
hand the fatal candle, and in the < 
little book, with black leather covers, 
he had found upon the pillar, und 
candlestick wherein the candle was bi 
Then he bade the knight of the Savaj 
agaia the little door in the side of tl 



191 

out all at one instant, the life of the queen 
of Thrace had been destroyed ; for they were 
framed by such art, as she sweetly slumbered 
in life by the virtue of their light, and was 
thereby sustained in the same state as when 
she entered there, suffering no natui^al de- 
cay. So soon as one of these tapers had 
lost its light, Daliarte lighted it again with 
the candle in his own hand, in which con- 

^ sisted a contrary mean to help their purpose ; 

? for that not only preserved her life, but 

hroke the spell of sleep, so that after all the 

tapers had been extinct and lighted again, 

the queen awoke, as if from an ordinary 

repose. But seeing herself in such a place, 

and with such things about her, and her 

own knight of the Savage looking at her 

through that little door, and with tears of 

joy addressing her as one whom he had not 

for long time seen, she had then more to 

think of and to wonder at, doubting whether 

^hat she saw were not a dream, and having 

no remembrance how she had been rapt 

away in the forest of the Clear Fountain ; 

for in that same instant her judgment was 
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taken from her, so that she could not r 
member any thing. Daliarte seeing her 
this amazement, told her all her adventui 
and of the time which had elapsed since si 
was carried away from amidst her frien 
and hrought thither, which was now mo 
than half a year, and of the great sorrc 
which there was in the court of Constauti 
ople for her loss, and for that of the knig 
ef the Savage Man also, of whom nothing m 
known then, he having departed the sai 
day in search of her. The more the que 
heard the greater was her wonder and 1: 
fear ; for she weened that whoever had plac 
her in that state of enchantment, did i 
mean that she should so soon be delivei 
out of it. He of the Savage, who could i 
endure to see his lady shut up so long in 1 
serpent, besought Daliarte to finish the c 
enchantment, and relieve him from his s 
row, and her from her fears. I know, 
plied Daliarte, your heart cannot brook I 
delay, but before we make an end of 
I wished to encourage the lady que 
that she may better endure the fear wh 
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'et to come, for to you 1 know it will be 
c. Without farther delay he put the 
ile which he held in his hand into one of 
nostrils of the serpent. Such elfect it 
ight, that darting flames from its mouili 
eyes, it rose upright upon its feet, giving 
or three such bounds, that at every one 
jmed as if the whole hall would have 
shaken to pieces. The queen, over- 
red with terror, became a second time 
iless : and he of the Savage in like man* 
unable to endure his fears for her, em- 
»d Daliarte, beseeching him to save her. 
irte approached to the serpent, and 
Dg his band in at the little door, h« 
ched the tapers, which being done, the 
nt burst open on one side, for the 
jth of its composition consisted in the 
5tii of the fire. When he of the Savage 
il their fears at an end, and his lady 
enseless, he began afresh to intreat his 
er, that he would restore his queen and 
it is not to be said how well pleased 
ige Daliarte was, seeing him so earnest- 
ected to her, and remembering tlie 
estimation he was woni to make of 
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women ; and how he was wont mock at tbos* 
who yielded to them ; then he despised love, 
now as a vassal he served him in all things, 
confessing that none hut the ignorant would 
live free from his yoke. Daliarte having pity 
upon him, opened the book again in which 
he had read before, and presently the queett 
recovered, and seeing herself now where she 
could reach the knight of the Savage, she 
threw her arms around his neck, and clung 
to him, as if there to secure herself from the 
fears and dangers which she had endured ; 
and he, when he held her there, thought that 
he could defend her against the whole world 
and that neither force of man, nor art o 
man, could ever again bereave him of her 
and in this joy they regarded all their sorrow 
as things which were past. 

He and Daliarte then proceeded to shew he 
the wonders of the place, the sight whereo 
she could willingly have excused, not hav 
ing courage to remain there. When thej 
came into the chamber where the pillar was 
and the library of Melia, seeing the appare 
there of such rare fashions, and so grea 
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costliness, she thoucbt that this would re- 
compence her for her past iiyuries, and 
wished to adorn herself wiih them, to show 
herself to her friends ; and this thought 
made her long more to be among them, than 
the regret with which she remembered them, 
though that was great. This was nothing 
strange ; the nature of women is that they 
should be composed of so much vanity, 
that they would give their lives and souls 
to obtain any thing by which they could 
provoke others to envy ; and so strong is 
this passion in them that nothing can equal 
it. Even this queen, all excellent and 
<luiet-hearted as she was, seeing those 
things before her, which were the richest 
she had ever beheld, longed to be at- 
tired in them, more for the sake of ap- 
pearing better than the other princesses, 
than of appearing well. Daliarte told her, 
she might put on whatever she chose, 
fcut that she could make use of nothing 
niore, the time not permitting it ; one was 
to be born of her, who in beauty would 
exceed all of her times, and she would pos- 
sess them with sovereign delight, and in 
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greater dominion than ever any one had yet 
enjoyed. 

Then Daliarte took his leave, saying that as \ 
they must needs travel more leisurely than 
he, he would i'urthwith go to Constantinopki 
where he knew that his presence was greatly 
needed to remedy some things which could 
not be remedied by force of arms; and he 
exhorted him of the Savage to make as littic . 
tarriance as might be, as well to relieve the 
emperor from the careful thoughts which 
he would needs endure till his return, as also .. 
to succour his friends in the present danger. 
Before Daliarte departed, by his art he »" 
transported all the treasures of that palace to 
his own island, where they were afterwards 
made use of in the days whereof he pro- 
phesied ; and inasmuch as that which tbe^ 
queen put on will be described hereafter^ ii 
is not spoken of here. 

But to let you understand by what occasioa 
the queen of Thrace was thus enchanted, it 
is written in the chronicles of the Great 
7 urk, that the princess Targiana, though she 
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T»as married at this time to Albayzar, soldan 
of Babylon, and she herself lady of all his 
dominions, and to crown all, lady of him 
bimself (women being the mistresses when 
they are passionately loved by their husband "?, 
some of whom therefore ought to keep a tight 
reio, seeing the unreasonable liberty which 
they assume where this is the case ;) all this 
dominion, and the prospect she had of every 
day coming to the inheritance of her father's 
kingdom^ was not sufficient to make her 
forget her anger and heavy displeasure to- 
wards the knight of the Savage Man. This 
hatred allowed her no rest, and it was dou- 
r. bled in her, when she^ieard how he was king 
of Thrace, and married with Lionarda, who 
r io rank and beauty was nothing inferior to 
' any princess of her times. Now as in women 
the desire of vengeance is alwa}^s more keen 
than in any other persons, and she despaired 
lofind any one who could satisfy it by force 
of arms, she bethought herself how to take 
revenge by some other way ; and being in- 
formed that at the farther end of the domi- 
nions of the soldan of Persia, there was a 
great enchantress of the same race as the 
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soldans themselves, by name Druwa Vc 
she wished to see her. But she knev 
how to compass this, and while she v 
this perplexity, and still daily thirsting 
desiring for rcvengement, the encliar 
herself, who by her art knew every i 
relieved her by coming to her; for oim 
when Targiana was bathing at noon 
came down through the top of a high t 
Terrified at this sudden appearance sh< 
about to cry out, and call her women 
Dru&ia Velona made herself known* So 
was her joy then, seeing this wish ac 
plished, tliat she manifested it with \ 
and courtesies little needed by the em 
tress, and kept her with het for soibe 
entertaini'ng her with all things whid 
thought might yieki li«r contentmeat : 
told her the desire of her heart, and 
greatly it tormented her, beseeching I 
give her some revengement by l^wer 
Velona told her she knew aH, for no 
was hidden from her, and she would s 
her. I have well pondered the mtittei 
said, and have devised the means to n 
your over-clmrged and troubled ihdu 
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ftsily might we be revenged on the knight 
f the Savage Man, if it were not for the 
age Daliarte^ who would protect him against 
ne; nevertheless^! have found out a practice, 
yhich Daliarte little thinks of, and which 
vlU afflict him of the Savage more than any 
hing which could be done to his own per- 
son. In ¥ hatever manner lie can be injured, 
said Targiana, I shall be contented ; it is the 
only thing I desire, to be revenged on him 
by anj^yway whatsoever. You know, said 
Bmsia Velona, that he is but slenderly af- 
fecte.d to them, who notwithstanding love 
him with most especial good will ; yet is he 
so amorous of the queen of Thrace his wife, 
as it is not possible for any man to be more. 
I will convey her intosuch a secret place, that 
longtime shall be necessary to find out where 
«he is ; and though Daliarte should find her, 
let not that trouble you, for before she can 
l>e released, the empire, which the knight of 
the Savage should have succoured, shall be 
all spoiled and brought to confusion, and 
thus shall vou be satisfied. Great wjis the 
joy which Targiana received at these words, 
holding their accomplishment to be certain. 
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Vclonawent to work, and having enchanted 
the queen after the manner which you have 
heard, she returned to Targiana, whom she 
conducted hy her art to the place where 
Lionarda was enchanted, and let her see her. 
Targiana being now accustomed to the works 
of Drusia Velona, ^^s able without fear to 
survey all the wonders of that palace, and 
when she beheld the beauty of the queen 
of Thrace, well understood that one who 
loved her would never rest without her : and 
the pain which she resented at the manifest 
vantage of Lionarda's beauty, abated some- 
thing of the pleasure she felt at seeing her 
in this state ; so she besought Velona to 
close the enchantment, and fasten the little 
door through which they beheld her. Dru- 
sia did so, and hung the key round the ser- 
pent's neck; then conveying Targiana back, 
she herself returned to Persia, not being so 
confident that Lionarda could not be releas- 
ed as she had. expressed herself; and yet cer- 
tain that Daliarte would have much to do 
before he could discover the manner of the 
enchantment. There the queen of Thrace 
remained enchanted till the knisrht of the 



201 

Savage by bis valour, and Daliarte by his 

art, released her, as ye have heard. Here 

leave we to speak of them till fitter occasion, 

and relate the state of the court, and how the 

great force of the enemies came up against 

Constantinople, whither he of the Savage 

^as repairing, his presence being full needful 

there. 



I 
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CHAPTER \56. 



It IS rehearsed in the chronicle of the 
peror Palmerin, how after the triumphs 
sports for the marriages were somewhat ( 
blown and past, some of the elder princes 
minded to return to their own homes 
after youth is past, manhood is conte 
with nothing but those things to whi( 
hath habituated itself. For this rei 
though Don Duardos, and Recindos, 
Arnedos, and Tarnaes, and Polendos, 
Belcar, had been marvellously fond oi 
remonies, and had past in them good pa 
their lives, as is written in the book of Pr 
leon, yet now, when age began to weigl 
on them, and they were occupied witl 
cares of goverumg their kingdoms. 
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'ssed these things with less pleasure than 
le young men whom the novelty of such 
s delighted, and their time of* life en- 

to be delighted. For this reason there- 
laving determined to depart, they were 

to put their determination in effect, if 
ne, which had reserved them for dif- 

cnd, had not prevented. For at this 
Pargiana gave intelligence to the court, 
Jamsel whom she sent thither, of the 
erable fleet of ships, the great power 
n, and the terrible giants and famous 
ts who were now collected together in 
)rt of Armintia, for the destruction of 
antinople and its defenders. The ar- 
was fully equipped, and waited only 
vind. And though many great princes 
therein, Albayzar was by consent of 
)ointed captain general, with sovereign 
s, as he who in arms and in dominion 
le vantage over all, and in his hatred 
cause for the war than all the others. 

on as this news spread through the 
great was the stir and tumult in all 
IS. The young, who were desirous of 
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glory, received it with great joy and 

acclamations ; the old, who thought the 

which they had acquired in youth r 

have excused them now from new lab 

were loth that iheir repose should be 

turbed ; and they had to consider als< 

weight of this great business, and with 

loss and how many deaths could so m 

an armament be resisted. Among tht 

pie there was fear and alarm ; for if Fc 

should prove against them, they look 

the waste of their substance, and th 

solation of their houses. The emper 

whose good fortune his subjects had 

trusted, was at this time so worn oi 

course of nature^'that he had now lo 

use of all his limbs, and could no 

from his bed, only his judgment was 

times clear, with the which to give 

counsel, 

Primaleon was by nature warlike and 
valiant, and he was not sorry that thi 
gpr had happened when he had so n 
company assembled together, whom 
wise it would not hjx^e beeaeasy to hai 
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;ted in time. And with great prudence lie 
gan to look to the fortifications of the city^ 
d called upon all his vassals. The stir was 

genei^al that no person remained still; 
me provided arms^ other surcoats and gal- 
itries^ each according to what his age and 
odition required. The kings and princes 
10 were in the court dispatched couriers 
their own dominions, ordering those whom 
ey had left governors, to collect the best 
d greatest force they could for succour in 
is great urgency. C^tes, there was not 
y province in all Christendom so remote 
not to be engaged in this business, for 
ery one had at thai time either its king or 
incely inheritor in the veiy seat and cen- 
i of the danger, all being in Constantiu- 
►le, and he who was not there thought 
mself ignoble and unworthy of a name. 
) that the whole world was thus called to 
ms. How much the greater the fame ran 

the mighty power of the enemies, so 
uch the more diligence was exerted in all 
urts for the succour; but as we shall speak 
Jreafter of what the succours were which 
rived from all parts, let us now return to 
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the emperor. He, when he heard the new 
and the uproar among the people, still usin 
his wonted presence of mind and singuk 
benevolence, would be carried oyt of th 
palace in an open litter upon men's shou 
ders, and going in this manner through a 
the streets and public places, accompanic 
by the kings and princes who were at thi 
time in his court, he inspected every thin; 
and provided all things that were needft 
And as now his beard and head were whl 
by reason of his great age, and the majesi 
of his appearance carried with it great sho 
of authority and benignity as well; tl 
sight of him served to make those disp 
fear who before had entertained it. Abo^ 
all, as he was generally beloved, and it wi 
now many days since the people had sec 
him, there was not one now who did d 
come to meet him, pouring blessings upc 
his head, mingled with tears at behpldit 
the extreme weakness of his age; nor w 
there any one so fond of himself, or so av 
ricious of life, that he would not at thatho 
have willingly given a great part of his ow 
allotted time to have lengthened out hi 
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us it is that benevolent and merciful 
inces are beloved. Princes, and kings, 
id knights, surrounded the litter and ac- 
)mpanied it on foot. And in this manner 
iey went through the city, inspecting the 
alls and towers, and providing whatever 
as necessary. Certes, this was so honour- 
ble a day for hiro, that it seemed all his ho- 
ours and victories of former limes had then 
iceived their consummation and crown. 

h the morrow he called for his son Prima- 
Jon, and in the presence of all made this 
peech unto him : Amid all the prosperity 
^herewith Fortune hath favoured me in mv 
ime, my heart was never fully at rest, being 
Iwav uncertain what would be the end 
hereof, for in the end only is the true con- 
entment of all things wound up and scaled, 
fhen it is good and conformable to what 
lath gone before ; and now do I perceive 
vhat I owe for this to our Lord, seeing that 
n the extremity of old age, when my 
strength hath failed me altogether, and 
Constantinople is about to be besieged, and 
njy empire in danger, I behold for its de- 
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fence dnd succour my house filled with sttdi 
great princes and renowned knights^ in whofl| 
all courage is comprized^ approved by that 
feats of prowess^ and known and feared be-^ 
cause of them^ whose names must perforc(^. 
excite fear and dismay in the minds of tbeif 
enemies ; and for their captain^ thee^ my son 
Primaleon, to whom the care of this great 
cnterprize rightly appertaineth^ touching^ : 
thee so nearly by reason of the authorily:. 
thou boldest in this empire^ and thy hope '] 
of succeeding to it; this danger comes upon , 
thee in the best time of life^ when thou canst , 
jointly avail thyself both of strength and pru- 
dence. My aid can be in nothing but in 
giving thee counsel. I exhort thee, that if 
at times that haughty and courageous heart 
which nature hath given thee, should, led 
by its courage, seek to go beyond the bounds 
that reason in these cases prescribes, thoa 
wouldst restrain it with the advice of these 
princes thy friends and kinsmen, and with 
mine, who as a father shall still have an eye 
on thee^ and as one of greater experience 
will still tell thee what is certain. More fre- 
quently is an enemy defeated by prudence 
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han bj- force of arms ; and to wish t^ trust 
every thing to them is sometimes hurirul. 
l"or as brave spirits are needful to abide dan- 
ger, so at times is it hurtful to seek it out 
of season : and things of great import should 
be done with such order, that no disorder 
can impede their success : these are not 
tilings in which the impulse of inclination 
is to be followed ; for then would the loss he 
certain, and the remedy full doubtful. You, 
Sirs, whom your approved prowess hath 
taught to lose all fear in all things of what- 
ever quality, I beseech ye, regard this dan- 
ger as it requires ; for I fear me, that by 
reason of your great courage ye hold it too 
%htly, whereof some ill may ensue. i\nd 
lliis is all I fear; as to the rest, so confident 
aai I, that I do not care to bid ye to he of 
good heart — that ye are by nature; and it were 
wasting words to exhort your courage. 



So well content were these princes with this 
exhortation, delivered by so rare and excel- 
lent a prince, and at such an age, that even 
if nature had made them weak, his presence 
and authority, and the weight of his 

T 3 
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spcecli^s, would have given them coi 
Primaleon kissed his hand^ which he 
afterwards to Arnedos and Don Dni 
his sons-in-law^ and to his son Pol< 
giving them his blessing with many 
All the rest he embraced ; and ther 
not one among them who could i 
from weeping, resenting his extreme f 
ness at a ses^on when his strength 
have been so greatly needed. Eact 
returned to his lodgings to make read; 
and caparisons^ all being eager for th( 
of proof. 
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CHAPTER 157. 



ome days, which were past in such 
ations and determinations as such a 
squired, the damsel of the princess 
la, by whom the intelligence had been 
t, took* her leave and departed. The 
s, Gridonia, and Polinarda, showed her 
wour, and guerdoned her with many 
ind things of great value, thinking 
T in part to requite her for the good- 
lich had brought her there. To the 
s Targiana they sent the thanks which 
it a thing deserved ; and certes, the 
)r was so affectionate to the virtue 
Dbleness of Targiana, for the sertsc 
he retained of the service she had 
ini in his own family, that one of the 
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things which he gave most in charge to bis 
son and to the other princes was, that if at* 
any lime occasion should offer in which they 
could requite her, they would shew them-, 
selves not ungrateful. 

Many days had not past after the damser* 
departure, before some of the dwellers on 
the sea coast gave news of the fleet which 
appeared in the distance; it was in truth a 
mighty power, and fear made it appear more 
so, for they affirmed that the whole sea was. 
so covered with ships and galhes, that no^ 
thing else could be seen. Presently the. 
coasting vessels and fishermen's barks began 
to enter the port, who being terrified at the 
sight of this great armada, hastened thither, 
thinking that rheir safety lay there rather 
than in any other part. These, as nearer 
eye-witnesses, could better declare the cer- 
tain truth, and they affirmed among. other 
things, that only the diversity of musical 
instruments was such and so various, as if the 
imiversal world were there gathered toge- 
ther; and as the mode of exercising them> 
and also the fashion thereof were so diverS;^ 
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ppeared thereby that there were many 
ers princes and captains. Moreover^ the 
lies, which were separate from the other 
t, made suph a show and muster as excited 
greater wonder, for the sea being calm 
quiet, they came with their oars stretched 
in order, and the masters and captains 
reof clad in glittering arms, and with 
•rnment3 of silk and gold, which glittered 
r off. Drums were beating and trumpets 
nding, and at times, when it was needed, 
whistles of the masters rung around, all 
ngs combining to render it a grand spec- 
ie. They who brought the tidings to the 
rt were so overcome with fear, that none 
them could give any regular relation, and 
two gave the same account; but there 
re none among them who did not hold it 
: R mighty power ; and every one increased 
2 wonder according to the measure of his 
irs, and he who had most words at will, 
lated the most marvels. 

ns news so wrought upon Primaleon and 
I the others, that they went out through the 
ty to encourage the people, whom the fear 
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of destruction now so near approaching, i 
bereft of all heart and judgment. Thatsai 
day an enemy's gallej' entered the harb( 
^vith a white flag at the prow in token 
peace and safe conduct. Having comen 
the shore a page landed in seemly apps 
"who went to ask leave of the emperor foi 
ambassador to come on shore, who brou 
a message from Albayzar and the o 
princes in the fleet. He being returned ) 
this permission, there landed from the 
ley a man of great stature, with a long w 
beard, clad after the Turkish manner^ 
long robes of silk wrought with gold 
rare fashion, and accompanied by 
knights, who also by their adornments 
the authority of their persons, appeared t 
men of great esteem. As they went i 
Way to the palace, the crowd followed i 
them, for in these cases they who have 
interest in the matter are always the i 
desirous to be able to give * news. Son 



♦ As a sample of the manner in \||hich thFs romanc 
been debased in the old translation, I will here insc: 
whole of this passage as coirjprest and flattened by so; 
A, Munday's journey men .—**'M«x iV^t^ ma.nner as I 
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-princes were of opinion that it were bet-- 
he should be heard before Primalcon, 
houtthe emperor's being present, that he 
ht not be a witness of his great feeble- 
> as in truth the certainty which he could 
ft of that, would greatly encourage the 
ay. Others were of a contrary advice, 
ning that the state of the emperor was 
rious to all persons, and the more they 
Id endeavour to conceal it from the enc- 
the worse would they suppose it to be; 
since his faculties were yet so entire that 
I could return a better answer, the em- 
^ ought to be rendered to him himself, 
to no other. This opinion prevailed, and 
g made known to the emperor, he at 
: desire gave order that he should be 



cdunto you alicady, the emperor provided for the 
:aining of his enemies, and as his majesty was adv sing 
ilf about these affairs, he was advertised that an am- 
dor was arrived at the port of the oity, who demanded 
onduct before he would come on shore. His nnjcsty, 
the counsel of the kings and princes-, v as content lo 
: his request : whcrftipon the ambassador look landinsr, 
being accompanied with' four knights, he took h'i» 
to ths emperor's palace.'* 
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cariieci into the Hall of Audience^ when 
being accompanied by his captains^ he re- 
ceived the ambassador. Hejiaving entered, 
turned his eyes upon them ail, and it plainly 
appeared to him by what he saw, that befoic 
the city could be taken, there would be 
something to do. Advancing farther, he 
came before the emperor, and being a man 
who had seen much and was discreet more- 
over, he deuieaned himself towards him with 
much reverence and courtesy, abd with less 
pride than the ambassadors of the enemy 
had heretofore been wont to display. The 
emperor received him with his accustomed 
benevolence ; and the stir being hushed, the 
ambassador standing up, begaii to say with 
a loud voice, High and mighty prince,!, 
could have wished that this siege had come 
upon thee when thou wert in other condition, 
and in the full strength of man, that so in 
the struggle and the danger of thy people 
thou miglitcst have called thyself their com- 
panion, as well as their lord ; and that when 
the victory in so great an enterprize shall 
be won by thine enemies, it might have 
been worthy of greater glory. Albajz^r 
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dan of Babylon and prince of Turkey, 
th the other soldans, kings^ and mighty 
nces, send me to let thee know^ that they 
; come unto this country with all their 
wer and the aid of their allies, with the 
sire of taking vengeance for all the hurt 
lich they have in aforetime sustained from 
; and they are come with greater prepa- 
:ion both of men and of armi^ thail was 
edful on such an occasion. Nevertheless* 
bayzar holding thy former nobleness in 
nembrauce^ and that which thou hast 
own in old time here in this house to Alche- 
uia and Olorique his parentsy and since^ to 
e princess Targiana, who is greatly averse 
this war, proposeth to thee this means of 
icommodation ; that thou consenting to 
jliver up the city, and with it the knight 
* the Savage Man, thy grandson, king of 
iiracc, who is the cause of these evils, they 
ill leave thee the rest of thy dominions free 
id secure ; and hold themselves so satisfied 
ith these terms, that they will the same day 
raw off their fleet from thy country and re- 
irn. Certes, for the love which I bear thy 
rtue, I should advise thee, though re- 
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ceiving great pain in this, yet by chusing 
the lesser evil, to avoid the greater; for less 
evil it is to lose a city than an empire, and 
to deliver up one man, than to see many 
die. 

Waste no more time, replied the emperon 
in advising me, though the good will with 
whicl^ thou speakest be worthy of thanks. 
I should think it little to deliver up one man 
for the preservation of many, but if that man 
be such that he singly is able to preserve all 
the others, whom would you have commit 
such an error ? And for giving up the cit)', 
that will God forbid.; for it would not be 
fitting that this place, wherein he is so often 
celebrated, should be yielded to the enemies 
of his faith, that they with their unholy sa- 
crifices should pollute his temples. Say unto 
Albayzar, that if he understood what he owes 
unto this house, he would come to it after a 
different manner, and far differently should 
he be here made welcome ; and that though 
all others were leagued together for the de- 
itruction of my realm, he of all men would be 
bound sijngly to resist them. But I trust In 
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God that as other fleets ere this have been de- 
stroyed 'within sight of the walls of Constan- 
tinople^ and other chiefs and other nations 
have found their graves in its fields, that 
these also shall have the same unhappy end» 
As for mine old age, I complain not of it ; 
since time hath spared me that I might see 
it conclude with the joy of this victory more. 
And for the labours and dangers which I 
sbould have partaken,* this company, with 
whom I am surrounded, may well excuse my 
presence ; I have such confidence in them, 
that I think little of all dangers with which 
the time threatens me. 

It may be, sir emperor, said the ambassador, 
that fortune which till now hath never of- 
fered you any displeasure, prevents you from 
iinderstanding the danger in which your 
slate stands, and thence it is that you reject 
that advice which best suits you. I return 
with your answer. The Gods bear witness 
for me of the good will with which I gave 
you my counsel. Without longer tarriance 
he returned to his galley, being full nobly. 
Accompanied^ for so the emperor gave oidi^it* 

u a 
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Having re-embarked and taken leave 
who accompanied him, he returned 
fleet, where the princes gladly w< 
him. And they rejoiced in the ei 
answer, for the greater part of th 
'been discontented, thinking that h 
accept the terms which were proflFe 
by wdich means Al bay zar alone woul( 
honour and satisfaction, honour be 
of which they who seek it should 
most envious. 
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sa 



ambassador being thus departed, the 
eror Palmerin called to council; and as 
ime now required more deeds than words, 
words were there expended, only every 
had his charge appointed him. The city 
committed to the emperor Vernao, and 
king Polendos, they twain being the 
3t captains, with five thousand horsemen, 
four hundred foot, all of the emperor's 
^le, who being nearer at hand, and as 
enemy had been long expected, had had 
I to arrive. Don Duardos was chosen 
general consent, chief captain and go- 
lor of the field, having under his conduct 
thousand horsemen ; full power over the 
and the other being reserved to Primaleoa, 
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as well within the city as without, he being 
the person to whom the main care helonged. 
For the guard of the person of Don Duardoi 
there was the giant Dramuziando, who at 
this time was not the one that did the fewest 
feats worthy to be held in perpetual remem- 
hrance ; Mayortes the Great Khan ; Pridos 
duke of Wales; Rosiram de la Brundaj, his 
son ; Argolaute duke of Ortam, Pompides, 
and fifty English knights who came with 
them to the feasts at the marriages. Over the 
other horsemen, who^were about eight thou- 
sand, four captains were appointed. Arnedos 
king of France over fifteen hundred ; he had 
for his body-guard his sons Graciano and 
Goarim, and Germam of Orleans yvith fifty 
French knig'us; king Rccindos of Spaifl .1 
over filteen hundred also, with the princes 
Beroldoand Onistaldo his sons, forhis guard; 
and the giant Almourol, with an hundred 
Spanish knights. The soldan Belagriz was 
captain over ail his own people, being four 
thousand horsemen; for as hath been said, he 
came to this court royally accompanied, and 
as his dominions were nigh at hand, there had 
been time for him to receive succour, since 
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he coming of the enemy was certainly 
^nown ; for the guard of his own person^ he 
lad provided one hundred of the chiefcst 
koigbts of his courts among whom was his son 
iilandidon^ in whose prowess he had great 
rust. To Belcar duke of Pontus and Durazo, 
ivas committed the hke charge as to the 
kings Recindos and Arnedos, having for the 
guard of his own person Don Rosuel and 
I^lisartc his sons, with twenty knights. 

To king Tarnacs of Lacedemonia, who was 
now an old man, was given the guard of the 
palace, for the more security of the empress 
and the other queens and ladies, they being 
in such fear that nothing could give them 
pomfort ; he had attending on him two hun-r 
ilred knights. Primaleon took under his 
pWQ immediate charge seven hundred knights, 
wherewith he had regard as well to the field 
as to the city, and visited every part and 
place. 

Palmerin, Florendos, Platir, and divers other 
tnights, were at their own disposal, to give 
succour wher(?ver they perceived mostne* 
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cc<isity. And though the court was weD 
stored with noble chivalry, yet was the pre? 
sence of him of the Savage greatly desired^ 
and his want no less felt, being great indeed 
at such a time. The emperor and Don Du- 
ardos, and all the other chivalry, greatly re- 
gretted the absence of such a man. 

The captainships and charges being thus al- 
lotted, and the knights informed what banner 
they were to follow, and the foot soldiers, who 
were about fifteen thousand, the same ; on 
the following morning at sunrise Don Duar- 
dos gave order to beat the alarum, for intel- 
ligence was brought that the Turkish armada 
had arrived, and that they were about to land 
about half a league below the city ; where- j 
upon, accompanied with the other princes '; 
and captains with their banners all in erderj 
he issued out to oppose their landing. The 
emperor caused himself to be carried up into 
a high tower of his palace, which command* 
ed the view in that direction, that he might 
see what past. The empress and the prin- 
cesses wishing to do the same, besought 
Primaleon to place them where they could 
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the sight. But when they perceived so 
:at a multitude oF nations^ and such a 
n of ships as far as the eye could reach, 
1 so many splendid arms glittering liom 
r, and such various and loud cries and 
mours as seemed to rend the very tirma- 
nt, and banners of many colours giving 
)vv of how many cliiefs were there assem- 
d together, they had not heart long to 
k upon such a sight; but returning to the 
press's apartment, every one began to 
Aail her misfortune, for most of them had 
iir husbands and children in this great 
iger, so that none was free from fear, 
imaleon encouraged them with chearful 
rds, and kingTarnacs did the same; but it 
oted not to give them good hope, for great 
ir so troubles the judgment, that it is un- 
le to perceive the remedy even when it is 
inted out. 

)a Duardos having reached the place 
lere the enemv meant to disembark, dis- 
buted his captains along the beach, least 
lile they were busied in one part the Turks 
gbt land at another, ^ut this was of uu 



avail, for the defenders were so few and the 

enemies so many, that it was impossible to 

protect all points. Don Duardos with his 

body repaired to that part where he saw the 

greatest need, which was where Albayzar 

himself came, accompanied by the most 

notable knights of the fleet, and by two , 

giants, who in bigness and fierceness seemed 

to exceed all others ; and here there was 

much to do, for the ejiemy seeing their 

leader there, prest onto follow him; -and' 

they of the emperor did wonders to defend 

the landing, many being hurt on both sides. 

Albayzar perceiving that it would be difficult 

to win his landing, according to the stout 

resistance which Was made, ordered these 

giants to step from the boat into the water, 

where it was so deep as to be up to their 

breasts. Each of them carried in one hand 

an iron mace of exceeding great weight, and 

in the other a shield which was rimmed with 

hoops of steel of exceeding strength ; and 

such was the surpassing strength with which 

they were gifted, that never a blow which 

they delivered but felled him who received 

it. In this manner they began to secure 
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e landings for every one who saw the lia- 
)ck they made^ made way for them. The 
rave Dramuziando seeing this slaughter 
lade by these two devils, leapt from his 
yi^, and rushed into the watery and cover- 
g himself with his shield went against him 
lat was the foremost of the twain; and they 
ro began a beautiful battle. Don Duardos 
aring that if the other giant should come 
p to help his comrade they might slay 
'ramuziando; which would be a great loss, ' 
icouraged by his own good heart, dismount- 
i, meaning to be the one that should pre- 
ent them. Then began the press to be hot, 
w they of the emperor, seeing their leader 
a. foot, every man would accompany him. 
)q the other side Albayzar, seeing his 
^ants opposed by such brave enemies, 
roald not let his companions have so 
nuch the vantage of him, but threw him- 
kV m like manner into the water, being in 
like manner accompanied by his people. 
'HieQ waxed the battle so fierce, that blood 
tegan to change the colour of the sea. 

The brave Palmerin, who was doing wonders 



in a distant part of the battle, hearing the 
cry on that side, and seeing so many loose 
horses in the field, presently concluded 
that there was the place of danger. And 
spurring that way his own horse, which now 
for pure fatigue could hardly carry him, he 
rode up, where seeing his father Don Duai- 
dos in the water, all covered with blood, 
and engaged in battle, with so terrible a 
giant, he leapt off, and forcing his way 
through the battle, came up to him, and 
put himself before him, saying. Leave me, 
Sir, to withstand this enemy, and accompany 
Dram.uziando ; it is not fitting that you who 
are chosen out to be the support of the 
whole army, should put yourself forward in 
every danger, for it is to the general hurt. 
If Don Duardos had not himself well per- 
ceived that it did not become a comman- 
der so greatly to hazard his person, he was 
so desirous of victory that he would not have 
relinquished this to his son : but seeing how 
the matter stood, he drew back, and gave 
him place. Albayzar meantime was not idle, 
but laid the way open before him with his 
sword 5 but now the valiant Florendos, who 
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1 now been engaged elsewhere, met 
id so fiotable and terrible was thecom- 
ich ensued between these men, that 

remained after it in plight for another 

The giant Dramuziando behaved 

I so well, that by fair force he slew his 

, being himself so punished by his 

that he was carried into the city on 
ihoulders, by order of Don Duardos, 
in of England had less to do with his 
br he'found him well marked with his 

blows, and being fresh himself, pre- 
Icilled him ; yet not without receiving 
ounds in requital, and in such places, 
r fifteen days he could not bear arms, 
ar seeing himself wounded and hardly 
i by Florendos, and his giants slain. 
It for this reason the others were dis- 
, retreated into his boat, leaving Flo- 
also well marked by his sword. In 
le manner all they who could retreat- 
1 they who could not, perished either 
.vater, or by their enemies' hands. 

uardos seeing that the Turks were re- 
ing, went to horse, and made signal 
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that his people should re-mount also. Then 
seeing that there was still much fighting in 
many places along the beach, where Arnedos 
and hisdivision on one part, the soldanBela- 
griz in another, and Recindos and Belcar each 
at his station were doing wonders> he held 
this good beginning for a good sign. But it 
was told him that Florenrdos, Platir, Blan- 
didon,and the giant Almourol,were all carried 
to the city well nigh senseless for loss of blood, 
and that Belcar and Recindos were sorely 
handled, and Palmerin sore wounded, and 
Dramuziando so that his life was despaired 
of; and then he began to think more of what 
had past, calling to mind that if every victory 
were to cost as much, few such would suffice 
for their utter ruin. And as it was now noon, 
he gave order that all the wounded should re- 
treat to the city ; and they were so many that 
they made ^ the sound lose hope. Primaleon 
then came into the field with his seven hun- 
dred knights, to give some relief to those who 
remained there, and would fain have per- 
suaded Don Duardos and the other cap- 
tains to take some repose; but neither bis 
persuasions, uor i\ie iv^e4^V\ev felt could iu' 
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1 to do this, till night came on. 
was that night, and full of dismay 
a the city, for on one hand they, 
groans of the wounded, and on the 
entations for the dead; and wit h- 
ries of the enemv and the sound of 
uments. Not that the enemy them- 
e without loss; in truth, their loss 
far greater, but the greatness of 
itudes made them feel it less. 
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When the emperor's captains were 1 
come iQto the city with th«ir peo 
they passed the night in visiting them ' 
were wounded, whom Primaleon founc 
be so many, and judged the want of t 
help to be such, as he was out of hope 
defend the enemy from entering on land 
next day. And most of all, for that Pal 
rin of England, Florendos, king Recin( 
Belcar, Arnedos, Don Duardos, with 
principal knights of the court, among wl: 
were prince Beroldo, Don Rosuel, and I 
sarte, were in such case, as they could 
endure to bear arms for some days ; an 
they had attempted it, it would have t 
to their great hurt. Upon tUis he conc]u( 
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^ith the general advice, to let the enemies 
^ke landing, and suffer theui to pitch their 
tents without opposition. In the meanwhile 
the wounded persons would be in belter dis- 
position, and the succours they looked foi* 
^ould be likewise arrived, wherewith they 
lad good hope to bid the enemy a brave 
)attle, and with banners flying before the 
yalls of Constantinople, to win the victory 
vith more joy to themselves, and greater de- 
struction of their enemies ; meantime they 
would provide for all occasions in such sort, 
that the besiegers should feel the difficulties 
of the siege as much as the besieged them- 
selves. This being resolved on, Don Duar- 
dos and Primaleon looked to the cure of the 
wounded ; but there was little to do with 
Aem; Palmerin being accompanied by the 
Wr Polinarda, thought nothing of his hurts, 
his true remedy being to be visited by her; 
for in truth, though it be the common opi- 
nion that love is after marriage converted 
^nto friendship, whereby its first fervour id 
Jnoderatcd, nevertheless, when it is excessive 
3nd bej'ond the common order, alway somc- 
Aing of what it has been remains^ to make 
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it resent the pain or pleasure which time oc- 
casions, more keenly than others in whom it 
liath never had such force. In Hkc manner 
Fiorendos forgot the grief of his wouods, 
having Miraguarda by his bed side; and the 
same consolation Platir found with Sidela; 
Polendos with Francelina; Beroldo with 
Onistalda ; Graciano with Clarisia ; Doa 
KosucI with Dramaciana ; BeUsarte with 
Dionisia ; Francian with Bernarda ; Goarim 
with Clariana;and others of the knights with 
them to whom they bare most affection. 

But Dramuziando was not in like case as 
these, for his wounds were so dangerous, as 
could not be healed by the sweet company 
of his best beloved Arlanza, towards whom 
he vvas in the extreme affectionate ; he fell 
so often into such deadly swoons, that all 
thought him gone, whereat the emperor and 
all his court resented as much sorrow as if 
their whole salvation from the peril in which 
they stood, hung upon his single person ; the 
love which they bore him, and which he hy 
his deeds merited, being so great. Don 
Duardos, though he needed rest himself; 



235 

Dade no account of rest, and could take 
loue, seeing Dramuziando in such estate ; 
lud lie and Flerida always attended him, 
or Arlanza with despair was well nigh dead 
lerself, and could nothing help him. In like 
rise Florendos and Miraguarda attended the 
pant Alinourol, whose danger almost itas in 
he same estate with Dramuziando. Certes, 
he loss of these twain was thought so great, 
that there was not a person in the court who 
^ould not have given a portion of his own 
life to have sustained theirs, especially Dra- 
niuziando's, forwhose recovery the ladies shed 
many tears and performed many devotions. 
This sorrow was somewhat cheered by the 
arrival of Daliarte at this time, whose pre- 
sence greatly rejoiced them; and greater joy 
did they all receive in that he certified the 
emperor, how Florian would not be long ab- 
sent. The emperor lifting up his hands to 
lieaven, exclaimed, God grant that I may see 
him in my days, and that it may be in time 
for the besiegers of this city to feel his 
prowess; I have such confidence in it, that 
Rethinks only therein doth the remedy con- 
sist of this great destruction with which For- 
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tuae threatens us. This he said with tearsm 
his t^ycs, holding Daliarte in his arms with 
such entire love as if he had been one of hl^ 
grandchildren^ as in truth he held him in the 
same account. Then sent he him to the 
empress, who received him with the same 
loving welcome^ as did also the empress of 
Allemaigne, Gridonia, Polinarda, and the 
other princesses and ladies ; Flerida was the 
one who felt this joy the most, and was most 
glad of his presence^ as well because she 
knew the great love which Don Duardos 
her husband bare him, as alsp because he 
had sundry times preserved the life of her 
children by his knowledge. 

The same day came to the emperor's court 
prince Floraman, who, weary with having 
wandered far and wide in quest of Florian, 
and being advertised how the enemies had 
laid siege to Constantinople, repaired thither 
to be present in time of such need ; and he 
passed through his realm of Sardinia, giving 
charge to the governors he had left there, 
that they should levy succours with all ex- 
pedition, and send them, after him, as you 
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may hear hereafter. This occasioned a new 
stir of joy in the emperor and his court ; and 
as if to make it appear that Fortune was not 
onmindful of their danger, the same day like- 
wise arrived king Estrelante of Hungary*, 
accompanied Uke a powerful prince, with 
two thousand horsemen, and ten thousand 
footmen; for being near at hand he could 
come sooner than any other; with him came 
Frisol his cousin, and other signal knights, 
who were held in great account in ihut court. 
This succour gave much confidence to the 
besieged, and excited the other princes to 
hasten the coming of iheir people. Neither 
^ere they of the other part idle, for Albay- 
zar, seeing the great dcstruci ion which had 
at the outset been made among his people, 
oegan with grfcater wariness to order all 
^nin^ ; and having given order to look to 
4e wounded, for as for the slain the sea was 



It is not remembered in this history that Estrelante is the 
''cphcw of Albayzar, his father Ditreo having married Esqui- 
^cla, daughter of Olorique and Alchidiana. Palmendos, 
V' «• Polendos,) C. 13. Albayzar must have been the son 
**ftheirQldage. 
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their burial place, he convened the chiefs of. 
his armada to council; what they resoWei 
on was, that they did nothing more that day, 
but took their rest, and on the morrow, as sooa 
as it was day break, embarking all their pe(h 
p!e in gallies, brigantines, and boats, at s 
certain signal from the captain's ship, they 
pushed to shore at the same time, and rafl 
all their prows aground, being so many, that 
they stretched along a league of coast. Find- 
ing no resistance, they joyfully leapt ashore, 
the boats returning for another load, and in 
this manner they disembarked ; whereupon 
ihcy sounded the drums, trumpets, cornets, 
clarions, and other instruments, making such 
'A triumphant noise and outcry of rejoicingi 
that the uproar resounded in the city, and 
struck ev^n the brave with terror. 

^ Ualiarte and Fioraman desiring to see the 
camp of the enemy, requested the emperop 
that he vi^ould licence them to go thither, 
which his majesty would not grant to any: 
yet had he such assurance in the discretion 
and knowledge of Daliarte, that he judged 
every thing to be secure wherever he was. 
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ese two departed the city alone and iin- 
ned ; and as the day was fair and clear, 
that all things might be seen, they be- 
)k themselves to a little hill, where they 
ght at pleasure behold the sum and order 

the enemy's army. Divers thought it 
od to scout out and to take thf^iii, l>ccau«c 

them they might understand the strength 
the city; but Albayzar, of whom they pc- 
ioned leave to do this, would not grant it ; 
r he knew the intent with which they were 
)me out of the gates. Instead wherefore he 
Dt an esquire unto them, who having at- 
inded on him when he was in the emperonJs 
Durt, and also in Spain, knew most of the 
nights of that land ; and learning from him 
lat they were Daliarte and prince Flora- 
lan of Sardinia, he sent to tell them, that if 
ley would come near and see his camp they 
light do it without fear, for he was their 
irvant. Such confidence had the two cym- 
anions in these words, that without delay 
ley went down the hill towards him, which 
Jbayzar perceiving, he came forth, with two 
ages in rich apparel attending on hiir:^ to 
Hieive them. One carried his shield, auo- 
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ther his helmet ; he rode a large dark chei- 
nut horse : his arms were rich and splendid, 
appearing as if they had been worked with 
gold, and over them he wore a cloak of 
white taffeta, slashed in many places, and 
those places so well chosen that they became 
it well. In his hand he carried a lance 
which was laid athwart the neck of the 
horse ; his face was uncovered, and flushed 
with exercise; withal he was so comely and 
of such brave appearance, that he seemed 
worthy of his own great empire, and the 
great command which he at this time held. 
Having welcomed them full courteously and 
placed himself between them, he brought 
them to the^amp, as one who was right con-' 
fident in what they would see there, and led 
them through it, showing them his whole 
army, and the princes thereof, and the name 
of each, and the giants also, who were seven, 
in number, besides the two whom Palmeria 
and Dramuziando had slain. And as they 
went from one part of the camp to another, 
he never ceased watching them well, to see 
if all this sight he had shown them could 
discourage ihcm with fear or doubt of their 
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elfare: but they, though, in trutli the sight 
id greatly dismay them, knew so well how 
» dissemble what they resented, that they 
iemed rather to disregard what they saw, 
lan to think much of it, giving the least 
!gard to those things which were most no- 
ible; by the which demeanour they some- 
hat disappointed the pride and haughtiness 
• Albayzar. 

fter they had seen the whole army at full 
isore, they offered to return, and Albayzar 
icompanied them near the city, asking them 
■ the health of the emperor and empress, 
id using such speeches as seemed to offer 
Ecuse for his coming : then taking his leave 
' them, he returned, and they walked on 
e little distance which remained, talking 
the mightiness of that armada, Daliarte 
iving foreseen what would happen, could 
•t hide the sorrow he conceived in his mind ; 
r in truth great sorrow conceived upon 
eat occasion will, maugre all effort to the 
ntrary, manifest itself. Nevertheless, at 
eir entrance into the city, because they 
mid not discourage the minds of the peo- 
Vol. j V, Y 
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pic, tliey put on countenances of good 
and great confidence, such as migh 
hope of victory. But when they were 
to the palace, and the empefor was 
with them to hold secret counsel, then 
Floraman, by his commanduaent, be| 
give report of what they had seen. 

Sir, said he, I make no account oi 
armour, of gold and jewelry beyond al 
of glittering arms covered witli pui 
magnificent and splendid adornments^ 
tents and pavilions of great show, an 
things as these; for if I should take u] 
to make rehearsal thereof, there wouL 
much to say, that I should have no 1 
discourse of what is more needful, 
must affirm to your majesty, and U 
chiefs for whom the brunt of this da 
reserved, that among these things 
which I make no account, I saw sc 
so greatly to be accounted of, that I 
speatk of them without some sorro\\ 
enemies, according to my judgm^i 
that of Sir Daliarte here, can be no 
number than two \v\^ud\:ed thousand i 
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iiien, among all whom I clitl not sec one, 
either so advanced in years, or in such weak 
disposition of body, as not to be a full able 
man in the field. 'J lie very simplest of them 
carrieth such a bravery of mind, that they 
seem men picked out to the contentment of 
their leaders. 

The king of iEtolia, being a young man of 
some thirty years of age, hath the guard to- 
day, ivith ten thousand horsemen, and forty 
thousand foot, bravely armed, and ready at 
all points, as if they had the battle in hand. 
What appears to me most worthy of fear or 
of doubt is, that all were employed in pitch- 
ing their camp, and the great laboured as 
^ell as the little, nomJ excusing himself by 
reason of the quality of his person, or the 
greatness of his rank; a thing this which 
gives greater courage to the men, and in- 
creases their love towards their princes and 
leaders. Neither did I see any one who was 
iiot in order, or any way disobedient to those 
^^ho commanded him ; a sign this that they 
^ere disciplined by prudent and warlike cap- 
^ins, of whom their enemies oug,1\1 Vo s»V^\\d 

Y 2 
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in fear. And also^ it nothing pleasetl 
to think of the great confidence with w 
Albayzar showed us his whole camp^ and 
the which he will give the like assuranc 
as many of your court as choose to be 
it ; for he hath all things in such array 
order, that he has no fear his enemies 
profit by auy thing which they obs 
therein. This is what I have noted. 
DaUarte, perad venture, who hath a ke 
judgment, may have observed more thai 

Certes, the emperor replied, you have n 
all things so well, that it is not possibl 
any other to bring us a more certain as 
ance in this matter ; and the more t 
things are to be feared, the more need I 
we to take counsel how to oppose t\ 
And since Albayzar lets us with such c( 
dence see his army, in like manner it is 
pleasure, that if any one of his people chu 
to see the city and the ordering thereoi 
may do it. You, my son Primaleon, < 
no hindrance to any from doing this 
would not be reasonable that they sh 
discover in us, wYial \n^ do i\o\. dx's^eov^ 



245 

jm. For the rest, our captains will so 
k to their men and their appointments, 
it they shall perceive we have the vantage 
them, or at least, that they have none 
iT us. AVith this he hroke up the council, 
1 the princes betook themselves to their 
eral charges, that nothing might fail for 
:k of diligence. 
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CHAPTER 160. 



Albayzar, providing for the strength of bis 
army, caused such trenches and rampiers of 
defence and fortification to be made roand 
about his camp, that the strength thereof 
might with little guard have been defended 
against the whole world ; how much more by 
so great and rare an army, that in the open 
field it might have been well secure against 
all fear. The different stations and guaid 
thereof he allotted to the captains and chief 
persons of his camp ; for albeit, such great 
precautions appeared unnecessary in an enter- 
prize so certain of success as this seemed to 
be; yet Albayzar, who knew his enemies 
better, would not trust so much to fortune 
as to leave any thing at her mercy; but 
like a good commander gave good Idok to 
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fery thiag which might chance. When 
t thonght all the wants of his army were 
ell provided which the state of the war 
Kjuired, by advice of his princes, he set 
:e to the whole fleet, leaving only a few 
igantines and small vessels which would be 
:' use for atores. All the other ships, gal- 
Mis and carracks,and all vessels whatsoever, 
sre burnt, to the astonishment of his men^ 
bo thus saw themselves tented in th^ur cue- 
ies' country, and exposed to so signal and 
rrible a war, in which they must needs 
)nquer or die, all other means of balmy 
Bing thus cut off before their eyes, so that 
16 hope of life lay only in the strength of 
leir own hands. They thought that Al- 
ayzar and the other princes whd had ven- 
ored their estates in this great expedition, 
md were resolved to win all or perish, had 
jiven order for this conflagration, that their 
people, being desperate of any other means 
of escape, might perceive courage to be the 
only remedy of their lives; and this made 
them braver than even nature had done. Cer- 
^es, when the fleet began to burn, that action 
*?emcd then to have sprung from hearts full 
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cruel and greedy of vengeance. The flames 
spread along the water, as if the water ilsdf 
were burning, and tliey rose up into the air 
mingled with thick black smoke, so as to 
hide the sight of heaven ; and the pitch and 
tar sent out vapours so insupportably bad, 
that it stopt the very breath in the body of 
man. Kever in any time had a thing of 
such signal cruelty been seen as this; the 
fleet was so mighty a one, that it seemed to 
crowd the sea, and in it were ships of mar- 
vellous greatness, equipped with purple and 
silk, and adornments of great price, befitting 
the great princes who came in them; and all 
this in the sight of them and their vassals 
was consumed to ashes by their own proper 
will and order; — certes, there was not any 
one who for sorrow could keep his eyes 
upon this great destruction; even the very 
advisers and authors of this act, and Albay- 
zar among them, touched with compassion 
at so rigorous an action, withdrew into their 
teiits not to be spectators of it. The roaring 
of the flames was heard afar ofi", and tbcy 
seemed to attack the clouds ; it was as if tbc 
whole uproar of the world were in that greal 
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J. They in the city, when they first saw 
i ships begin to burn, conceived it had 
m some negligence; but when they per- 
ved that the fire spread regularly on, and 
it none bestirred themselves to extinguish 
they presently understood the intent of 
sir enemies. The emperor ordered himself 
be carried to the top of a tower, from 
ence he could behold it; and seeing so 
table and fearful a sight, he held it for no 
od sign, well weening now that the ene- 
es could not be driven out of his empire 
tbout force, and at the expence of much 
lod of his friends and vassals. The em- 
»s and the other ladies, not bearing to 
bold such a spectacle, retired to their 
artments, being overcome with fear, and 
»re with tears and supplications betook 
^mselves to the comforter who remedieth 
things. Seven days the fire continued, at 
B end of which the smoke began to clear 
ray, and leave the sea visible; and then it 
AS a new reuaembrance of regret for tiiose 
10 had been the lords of so mighty a fleet 
bich had so lately burthened the ocean, to 
e now only the open sea, 
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But this was soon forgotten, for time patf 
all things out of mind, and there now began 
to be frequent skirmishes^ so that both wbafr 
was present and what was to come gaTe 
them other things to think of. They in the 
city were not idle: the captains were full di- 
ligent in providing all things needful,"BDd in 
seemg to the wounded, all of whom were in 
less than twenty days healed and sound, ex- 
cept Dramuziando and Almourol, they twain ^ 
not recovering so soon. By this there had 
Leen tinie ibr succour to come from all parts, ' 
with such speed as the urgency of the siege 
required; for as most of the kings of Chris- 
tendom had embarked their persons in this 
great danger, the governors of their respec- 
tive kingtlomsscnt all the force they could; 
albeit, not such as they could have provided < 
had there been more leisure allow;ed. That \ 
it may be known what was the force which 
each supplied, they shall here be stated. The 
emperor Vernao of Allemaign, had sent him 
two thousand horsemen, and ten thousand 
footmen ; king Arnedos of France, had the 
like number ; Recindos king of Spain, had 
two thousand \\OTsemei\,i\xvdti\^lit thousand 
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:botmen ; prince Floraman of Sardinia had 
Kve hundred horsemen^ and four thousand 
footmen ; from Thessaly five hundred horse, 
and two thousand foot were sent to Polendos ; 
Tarnaes king of Lacedemonia^ had four 
hundred horsemen and four thousand fo9t- 
men. To Florian of Thrace came four hun- 
dred horse and four thousand footmen. Fiom 
£ngland five hundred horse and ten thousand 
footmen. From Navarre came two hundred 
borsemeu to DragonaUe. From Denmark 
two hundred horsemen to king Albanis. 
Drapes duke of Normandy, came with a 
hundred horse and five hundred foot. To 
Belcar came three hundred horsemen, and 
one thousand footmen. The whole succour 
amounting to eleven thousand five hundred 
horse, with Roramonte king of Boliemia, 
who brought four hundred, and the two 
thousand which Estrelante brought with hii 
ten thousand foot ; and sixty-one thousand 
five hundred foot, all good and chosen 
Bien: and these were besides those of the 
city, of whom account has before been given; 
so that all together were well ui^h twenty 
thousand horsemen, and seventy thousand 
foot. 
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Truly the burning of the enemy's fleet was a 
good occasion for the safe arrival of these, 
.lilies ; the most of whom came by sea, and 
finding the port free, landed without resist- 
ance. Great joy and great encouragement, 
did the coming of these succours afford, be- 
cause of the. great need there was of them 
and also, for that there came with them many 
renowned knights, who gave confidence to 
others. And it was determined by advice of 
all, that as soon as they were all well recovered, 
from the fatigue of tlieir marches and voyages, 
and the wounded were also in perfect good 
condition, tliey should give the enemy bat- 
tle, in order that they might not longer 
see them thus laying the country waste;, 
a thing which could not be prevented. 
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CHAPTER 161. 



\me days past after the arrival of these 
xours, in which nothing was done nota- 
! enough to be recorded ; the men being 
ak by reason of their voyage, and the 
lights so out of breath and fallen away in 
«b, that before they could be fit for the 
UDt of service it was necessary they should 
cover strength. During this time there- 
re there was no other exercise of arms 
lan some slight skirmishes between the 
tyand the camp, for the recreation of the 
auug knights, in which for the most part 
ley of the emperor had the advantage. 
Vhile thinijs were in this state it came to 
•ass one evening after vespers, the emperor 
*eing at his accustomed place to see the 
VOL. /r. z 



254 

tic'id and ihe i^kimiishing^ how it migbt 
succeed that da}*, and tbe empress^ the 
princesses, and other ladies also at the win- 
dows from whence they were wont to see 
the battles^ they saw a knight come riding 
on between the city and the camp^ wirfi 
such an air of security that he seemed to be 
i'ull haughty and confident of himself. He 
rode a fire-coloured horse, bis armour waa 
enamelled with gold and silver, in the man- 
ner of truncheons crossing each other, and 
it was bloody in many places, which gave ft 
grace to it, and testified withal that those 
arms had not been idle. He bore for his 
device, in a field argent, Love^ bound by tbe 
hair to a golden pillar ; his lance was laid 
athwart the neck of his horse, and on the \ 
point was a little white flag of tafleta, in j 
token of peace. His squire bare another 
shield after him, covered over with black 
leather/ and another lance in his band: by 
him rode a lady on a mulberry-coloured 
palfrey, attired after the Turkish manner> 
in a robe of .white satin, which was cut and 
pinked in many places, so that the black 
silks lying under the white, gave a very 



)rave grace unto her apparel; these open- 
ngs were ia some places gathered up with 
[olden twist, and set round with jewelry, 
ad the whole was worked in tambour a 
nil palm deep round about: certain ancient 
listories were wrought at the edge, excel- 
ently done and to the very life. Her tire 
ras Turkish also, being a high turban of 
>lack silk, worked after the same fashion 
IS the robe, only that it far exceeded it in 
richness. Her hair hung loose down her 
shoulders^ being such and so beautiful that 
it seemed to diminish the beauty of every 
diing else, and her face was covered because 
she should not be known. 

So soon as the knight came opposite to Al- 
bayzar's tent, he stopt. Greatly wai he 
eyed by all, for they knew not of what na- 
tion this knight should be, in that they 
judged him by his dress and armour to be 
a christian^ but the apparel of his lady was 
Turkish. While they were waiting to see 
the certainty of this made known, they per- 
ceived him to send his squire to Albayzar's 
tent, having his face covered lest he ^\\o\xld. 

z 2 
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he known, who addrest him thus, in the 
Greek language : Sirs, the knight whom you 
see yonder, by me giveth you to understand, 
that he hath long served the lady in bis 
company, yet have his actions never proved 
of such deserving in her eyes as to indoce 
her to grant him her love; nevertheless, 
knowing the great company of excellent 
knights who are assembled together at this 
siege, sbe hath desired him to bring her 
unto this place, where he must enterprise to 
joust against four knights on her behalf. 
And if it so fall out that Fortune favouredi 
him with th^ victory, she hath promised to 
requite his labour with her love: but if the 
knights of your camp shall refuse to try 
their persons against him, he must then offer 
the same challenge to those of the city, where 
if refusal be made likewise, it shall be account- 
ed to him for the same desert before her, and 
obtain from her the same recompence as if 
he had vanquished where he made the de- 
fiance, ^low then. Sirs, see if for your pas- 
time any of ye will break your spears with 
him ; it is to be with this condition, that con- 
quering the four, he may be permitted to de- 
part with his lady. 
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(Tould fain know^ said the soldan of Persia^ 
Lo was a gallant young prince^ and of great 
lown among them^ since this knight is to 
jeive so great a guerdon as the love of the 
ly whom he brings with him^ if he should 
eed to his wish in the joust^ and more* 
er, to go his way securely, what prize he 
ill appoint for one of us who should joust 
itter than himself. This, replied the squire, 
>u may send and ask him, for I have re- 
nted to you what was given me in charge. 

o without any more words he returned, ac- 
^mpanied with an esquire from the soldaa 
f Persia, who was sent for a reply to this 
[uestion ; to whom the knight of the Lady 
made this answer: The request of the soldaa 
itandeth with good reason ; say unto him, 
that if any of these four knights chance to 
unhorse me, it not being plainly the fault of 
my horse, I will be content to lose both 
horse and armour, and shew obeisance to 
any thing he shall command me, on condi- 
tion that this lady may remain at her liberty* 
to do what she shall think convenient for her- 
self. The Pagan princes were well cowlewv- 
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ed with this good offer of the knight^ affirm- 
ing that it proceeded from much confidence 
in himseh'; and in Albayzar's tent four young 
kings were selected by lot, out of many who 
would willingly have accepted the defiance^ 
They were the king of Bythinia; the king of 
Trebisond ; the king of Caspia ; and the 
soldan of Persia ; he being chosen without |^ 
the chance of the lot^ inasmuch as he it was 
who had accepted the challenge. These 
were all such men in arms^ that if they had 
heen picked out by choice, better could not 
have heen chosen. 

At this time Don Duardos, Recindos, Ame- 
dos, Palmerin of England, and Dramuziando^ 
came out from the city to the camp with a safe 
conduct, to see these jousts. Albayzar came 
out beyond the lines, unarmed, on horse- 
back, and with a lance in his hand, being 
accompanied with five other princes and a 
giant, his favourite, of huge stature; they 
came to accompany the four kings to the 
place of the jousts, leaving orders that no 
person should come out of the trenches on 
pain of death. When they weare come near 
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be city, they saluted each other 
•urteous words, little like the feel- 
were in their hearts. The knight 
Yj being by nature haughty and of 
ance, spake to them in the Greek 
Iding them lay aside these idle and 
compliments, and not hinder his 
lad much to do. And with that 
mself towards the lady, he put 
posture for the joust. 

quoth Albayzar, that if the knight 
' one, he is a proud one as well ; 
efore please him before he kills us 
ncluding, he granted the first joust 
5 of Trebisond, a young man .of less 
y years, who was mounted on a 
■f courser, his armour of green co- 
in his shield was figured in a field 
d giant, in witness that he had slain 
combat. Before he pricked for- 
>owed his head to Albayzar, as all 
t to do, and then laying heels to 

against the knight of the Lady. 
ntered him with such force, as his 

in pieces up into the air^^ doing 
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him no hurt; but the other's attaint wai of 
other force, for it sent the king over the 
crupper with such a fall, that it was some 
time before he recovered his senses. Tliis 
one being carried forth of the field, the 
knight returned to his post beside the lady, 
being content that he had sped so well. 
Presently the king of Caspia presented him- 
self in the field, a young man also and a va- 
liant, on a mulberry-coloured horse, being 
in carnation armour, and a hart in silver 
pourtrayed on his shield, in a field sable. 
He encountered the knight, and was sent to 
keep the king of Trebisond company. Much 
did they who were looking on marvel at these 
two encounters; and because the strange 
knight had now broken his lance, he took 
another, and returned to his post beside the 
lady. Incontinently the king of Bythinia 
advanced, with less confidence than the 
other twain ; he was armed in the same co- 
lours, and after the same fashion as the king 
of Caspia, they being both conformable ia 
inclination. He brake his lance upon the 
stranger's shield; the knigbc in his haste 
jnissed his attaint, but, they met body to 
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]y as the horses past^ with such force that 

king was stunned and fell ; he of the 

ly lost his stirrups ; but righting himself 

edily in his seat, he returned again to the 

yy of whom he besought pardon for hav- 

failed in this third joust, and promised 

t the fourth should make amends. At 

\ Albayzar could hardly contain himself, 

pride with which the knight treated 

> matter provoking him as much as the 

srthrow of his own warriors. 

en the soldan of Persia, who was the last 
1 chiefest of the four, as well in arms as in 
ik, being bravely mounted on a bustard- 
bured horseiin gallant and rich armour of 
ick and gold, and bearing in his shield, 
•rtune, stately placed in her chariot of 
omph, in a golden field, advanced himself 
the course ; Albayzar, to do him honour, 
justed the beaver of his helmet, and gave 
n his lance. He of the Lady plainly per- 
ived that this fourth antagonist was the 
e in whom most confidence was placed, 
d that by the honour which Albayzar ha4 
oe him he must needs be one of gTe^.\. ^.^* 



count ; and this gave him the greater de- 
sire to aim his attaint well, and make 
amends for the last. Before he advanced 
to the charge he exchanged some words 
M'ith his lady, which no one heard, and 
being content with the answer, he pricked 
forth to receive the soldan, who came 
against him courageously. They met toge- 
ther with such force, as their lances were 
broken, and their shields raced through the 
midst, yet themselves nothing hurt and no- 
thing shaken in the saddle; as they passed 
each other returning, the soldan said. Me- 
thinks. Sir Knight, in order to see which of 
us has most reason to complain, we ougbt " 
to joust again ; and as I see you without t ^ 
lance, I will desire Sir Albayzar to send us 
others. At your pleasure, replied the knight 
of the Lady; I am little pleased at not bar- 
ing overthrown you ; but the fault is in my 
horse; he is so sore laboured with travel, that 

he can hardly perform his duty. 

I 

That you may not have that excuse, quoth i 
the soldan, I give you leave to take another, j 
and if you have not one I viill send and give 
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1 one. I am so unacquainted in this coun- 
, replied the other, that I know not at 
3se hands to ask one, and yours I should 

accept with a good will. Not so, cried 
imuziando, who was present, this which I 
^ is a right good one, and I am so well 
^ed with your feats, that I should rejoice 
ou would- make use of it. Though I do 

know you. Sir Knight, replied he of the 
ly, yet I accept it as coming from your 
id. So he alighted from his own horse, 
1 mounted on that of Dramuziando. Now, 
f said he to the soldan, take no excuse 
m me if I fail. Dramuziando got on the 
ler, which could scarcely bear him. By 
% time spears were brought; each took 
e, and they ran their second career. It 
IS full different from the first, for they en- 
antered full butt ; he of the Lady lost his 
rrups, and the soldan went to the ground, 
ving all his armour pierced, and a slant 
►and under the left shoulder ; and he was 
shaken with the fall, that they were fain to 
rry him out of the field like the others. 

le knight of the Lady turning the reins> 
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after he had righted himself in his seal, 
went back to his post, and looking to At 
bayzar, said with a loud voice. Now that I 
liave accomplished the challenge on this 
lady's behall", and am free from the cona- 
tions thereof, if you will grant licence to any 
more of your knights, and give me lances, 
I will Joust here till night, or so long as my 
horse is able to hold out. 

I perceive, said Albayzar, your confidence ia 
your exploits maketh you proud. It doth 
not a little grieve me, that th^ charge which 
I hold here preventeth me from adventur- 
ing my ow^n person; some one, however, 
will come, who will lower your pride, for I 
licence all. Don Duardos and his compa- 
nions thought much of the goodness of this 
knight, and doubted if peradventure it was 
Florian ; but the manner of his speech made 
them assured that it was not he. 

It was not long before four knights pre>ent-w 
ed themselves in the field. This mode of 
jousting, said he of the Lady to Albayzar, 
doth not seem good unto me. Let them 
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e one by one out of the lines ; for oiber- 

so many may come^ that I and these 

see me may run some risk. Albayzar 

ght this well^ and ordered three of the 

to return, and come in turn if the other 

Id be vanquished. Hut he of the Lady, 

r by virtue of her favour, or because 

were of little worth, soon sent them all 

e ground, and would have sent as many 

after them^ if Albayzar would have let 

come. But he, being displeased at the 

^hich his people had received^ told the 

bt, since Fortune had given him so good 

y, to go and take his rest for the re- 

ider of it ; another .might come which 

d peradventure be less to his liking. 

:rtbeless, replied the other, I still wish 

reak a pair of lances with you ; but as 

cannot be, I will break them with this 

t by you, if you think good. See, cried 

yzar, how soon Fortune will pay you 

he favour she hath shewn ! Making you 

•self seek the payment, and ask for ven- 

ce upon yourself, which, in this request, 

are full certain to meet with. Then 

iDg to the giant, he said with a smile^ 

L. IV. £ A 



ana was not long oerore ne armea nii 
armour of black polished steel, with< 
mixture ; his helmet and shield wen 
same fashion, and were, in the judgi 
lliose knights, the hest that they hi 
seen. In truth, th.ough this giant v 
was unarmed had appeared terrib 
mighty, far more so did he appeal 
armour* The lady was stricken wit 
fear at beholding him ; Don Duan 
perceived this approached her, and 
raged her, saying, Lady, fear not this 
ance, for by what we have seen, God,i 
hath made your knight one who ci 
throw any thing. The lady bowed I: 



26r 

lis horse. His own attaint was of less effect^ 
or touching upon polished steel, the iron of 
he spear glanced off, without shaking or 
ffectiog the giant. Little were they, who 
irished him the victory, contented with this 
rst encounter, for they judged that he must 
ecds be conquered, seeing the might of the 
iant and the strength of his armour ; he 
imself also was troubled at what had be- 
dlen him in the presence of such persons. 
[owbeit, turning again to the giant, and 
iving his horse the spur, they ran their se- 
ond course. The giant hit upon the edge 
f his shield, something aslant, brake his 
aoce^ and gave the knight such a reverse, 
18 had well nigh cast him out of the saddle ; 
but the knight's encounter w^as of better for- 
tune than the last, for taking him on the 
upper edge of his shield, the lance point 
glanced off again, and entered the vizor of 
his helmet, with such force as to wound him 
and make him fall back on his horse; and as 
he held the reins tight, the horse reared and 
fell back, falling upon him, whereby he was so 
sorely hurt, that he was borne senseless from 
4e field. At this was Albayzar greatly cha- 

£ A "i 
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grined, for he had expected that the issue 
would have beea otherwise. 

Now then. Sir Albayzar, said he of the Lady, |- 
1 will with your leave go rest myself. And 
because I judge by the discontent which 
you have received froui me, that I siiould 
not be we 1 welcomed by you, I will go 
with these Sirs into the city to pass the 
hight, which this lady also desires of me. 
To-morrow I will determine upon what I 
ought to do. I well understand, replied A1-; 
bayzar, it is not your pleasure to accept any ' 
thing from me ; but for what I have seea of 
your prowess, and also for what methinb 
this lady deserveth, I will accompany yo« ' 
towards the gates, being well assured that 
with king Recindos, and these Sirs, I am 
safe. This they all regarded as a favoar, 
and the lady made him due obeisance for it* 
At the gate Albayzar took his leave, first 
asking the knight of the Lady to tell him 
who he was. You ask so little a thing, he 
replied, that being where I now am, I should 
err in not telling you— I am the knight of 
the Savage Man, your principal enemy; this 
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is the queen of Thrace, my wife ; I am 
tlace where we may daily see each other, 
erve each other. Then taking ofF his 
Bt he discovered himself, a gentle per- 
and flushed with what he had done, 
llbayzav was so troubled that he made 
no answer, for this was the man in the 
I whom he most hated; and taking 
! of the queen and of the others, he re- 
id in so discontented a mood that he 
lot speak all that day. 

ii full different hearts did Don I)uardos 
his companions enter the city, being so 
il that I hey knew not what to do. The 
3 presently reached the emperor, who 
ated it as though the help of his own 
ation had entjered the gates. This was 
day in which the queen of Thrace seem- 
to triumph above all others of her time, 
1 was the love and welcome and surpas- 
f courtesy with which those princesses 
ladies received her. They were not only 
»nished at beholding her so beautiful, but 
I held her dress to be a marvellous thing 
worthy of admiration, as what\^^.d\i^^^x 
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worked and embroidered by the hand 
fikill of the infanta Melia, for the marriage 
of a daughter of king Armalo of Persia, her 
brother, who died of a sudden accident three 
days before the marriage^ as has been before 
said. Tlie emperor could not let his grand- 
son go from his embraces ; neither could the 
empress and queen Flerida ; and there was 
joy in all the courts as over a thing which 
had not been expected^ and which some 
thought lost. Florian, when the empenr 
released him^ kist the hand of the empreai 
his grandmother, and of Flerida his mothtfi 
and of the king his father ; and went on offei^ 
ing courtesy wherever it was due : and whei 
these compliments were performed, he weot 
to rest after his labours. 
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CHAPTER 162. 



Phat jou may know how it was the knight 
)f the Savage arrived at this time^ it has 
been already related bow he discovered the 
enchantment^ and delivered the queen his 
wife, from which place he took nothing with 
him except the dress which Lionarda wore 
at the jousts; it being his wish that in 
that attire she should enter Constantinople^ 
because he held it for the rarest that he had 
ever seen, and the gallantest. And though 
bis intent had been, after she was disenchant- 
ed, to go with her awhile about the world 
weking adventures, that she might perceive 
vhat he was good for, yet knowing from 
I^aliarte the necessity in which Constantin- 
<>ple stood, and the siege which was laid unto 
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it, he laid aside this his purpose, and hasten* ■- 
ed thitlier, desiring to be present in those 
dangers and difficulties to the which his 
friends were exposed. And thinking that 
he could by no means enter the city in sight 
ot* the enemies who compassed it round 
about, lie thought the best means which he 
could devise was to conceal himself, and 
seem as if he came thither rather at his 
lady's command, than for any hatred or af- 
fection to either part. He therefore covered 
the shield of the Savage, as he was always 
wont to do when it was his will not to he 
known, and took the other which hath beea 
described, and which he found hanging up 
in one of the halls of the dwelling wherein 
Lionarda was enchanted, it being to his con* 
ceit a goodly one. In this manner he pre- 
sented himself before Albayzar's tents, where 
he sped in jousting as you have heard. This 
being over and he received into the city, 
there was less talk of the victories w,hich he 
had atchieved, than of the wonders of the 
place w^herein Lionarda had been enchanted* 
The fashion of the dress also in which she 
was clad was greatly eyed^ as the quality 
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nanner thereof deserved. For though 
zouTt was ihe noblest in the worlds and 
so many notable and fair princesses had 
bred iip^ and all rich and costly gallan- 
and inventions which men could devise 
in use there, yet all these lost all value 
mparison with the richness, costliness, 
;allantry of that dress in which the queen 
. One of the things which there was 
to talk of was, that it appeared as if 
1 that very hour been made, though it 
nore than four hundred years old, it 
; as much as that or more that the in- 
Meliahad been dead. It was known to 
e work of her hands by certain letters in 
»order of the robe, which said, Melia, 
/hich were curiously wrought in many 
8 after a rare manner* 

n Florian of the Desert had rested a 
le of days, being desirous to see himself 
e field with Albayzar, he besought the 
)Tor not to delay the battle ; and it 
d now have been offered, if all the men 
Lorses had been in fit condition. It was 
ght strange that the Turks had gWew i\o 
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attack ; for it did not appear reasona 
th^y should have come so tar, and wi 
a detertuination to lay siege to a city 
the overthrow of which depended thi 
empire of Greece, and now leave it ii 
repose, without doing all that was ] 
in assaulting it, to bring about its ti 
struction. In truth, what they judge 
negligence in the enemies was rare c< 
for Albayzar and the princes of th 
well knew what hurt the besiegers ai 
to receive from the besieged when tl 
and stations are well manned ; an 
might from day to day be losing the 
pie in vain assaults, and at last not t^ 
city, there being so many especial 1 
to defend it; this they would not do. 
knew also, that as so great an assemb 
of people were there, stores must nee 
ere long, while they without fed up 
produce of the land, which the people 
of themselves supplied them with, ths 
might not destroy them : and when 
the city had consumed all, then p 
must they offer battle, when their be 
were as fresh and entire in their strec 

r 
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heir arrival, which could not be if they 
y day adventured in uncertain combats, 
this reason the city had not been attack- 
and it seemed that the counsel had been 
ly taken, for the stores could not hold 
long, and though they should, the be- 
ad wonld not forbear to offer battle, 
rhich they were full as desirous as the 
»gers, being confident in themselves and 
le justice of their cause, and in' the fa- 
• of God, who alway in such times help- 
liem that put their trust in him. 

!g8 heing in this state, there came one 
into the city, about the hour of din- 

a messenger from the soldan of Persia ; 
being forthwith led before the emperor 

was then dining with the empress, 
ig his knee to the ground as he had been 
nanded, he said, High and mighty 
le, the soldan of Persia, my sovereign 
with the licence and consent of Albay- 
lis captain, and of the whole Turkish 
, saith, that being something discontent- 
A'hat befel him in the joust with Florian, 
mid once more gladly meet liim, a.wd 



276 

it shall be after this manner : if yoi 

will permit twelve knights of you 

whom you have most confidence 

one among them^ to come into th 

morrow mornings to joust and com 

twelve Turks, of which company I 

the captain. The combat shall be 

fore the empress's chamber wind< 

end those princesses and ladies m. 

valour and prowess that shall be 

both sides; and they will agree to 

and end the combat, when these '. 

think good so to command them 

standing my master knoweth that i 

posal he and his companions make 

for themselves. Moreover, he 

the empress, that it may stanc 

pleasure, if after the jousts are < 

remain in fit state, that tbey may < 

evening ball : for the fame of the 

her court maketh them who have 

it desire this. 

Certes, replied the emperor, the 
asketh like a gallant and gen 
and his age and prowess are wo 
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*d in all parts. My intent was not to 
nsented to these combatSj such alway 
; envy in those who are not included 
I ; but who is there that would not 
hrough any intent to do the pleasure 

a prince i Tell him that I am con- 
send twelve knights as he desireth^ 
it to-morrow at two o'clock they shall 
the field. The empress will give a 
id I will desire the ladies, that they 
t let the combat proceed so far as to 
t them from coming to it. Withal, I 
1 him that they come alone, or if any 
i come with them to behold their feats, 
ey be without arms, as shall be done 
• part. If your majesty, replied the 

knew truly what are the actions and 
on of the soldan, you would have 
t this caution unnecessary; I will 
tr deliver it, and it shall be as your 
f desireth ; and with that he made his 
ice and departed, bearing this answer 

soldan, who was well pleased there- 
Uis comrades began to prepare gallan- 
ememberiug that the ladies were to 
:m. Among the knights of the em- 



. • . : _ e ri » crc s^me disputes, for every one 

..L fila have b-eea one ia this number; 

..: ..i^: :: v^ concluded that he of the SavagCi 

> -i C2C?: perforce be among them, should 
. ->f ir.c res:. Tnis ended the dispute^ and 
. >r-:ei ough: alfray to be cut short at first, 
:::whi:i :;iej become dangerous the end 
•.^iis:-; be cood. 
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CHAPTER 163. 



Between the knights of the emperor's court 
arose a great controversy, because every one 
strove to be of the number of the twelve ; 
but as this was impossible, because they 
were many, and the number challenged was 
80 few, in the end they consented to what 
was reasonable, and agreed to obey the de- 
teruiination of the knight of the Savage, he 
being the chief in this adventure. They 
whom he chose were Palmerin of England 
his brother, prince Florendos, Graciano, 
Beroldo, Horaman king of Sardinia, Blan- 
^idon, Platir, Pompides, king Estrelante of 
Hjingaria, Don Rosuel, Francian son to 
king Polendos^ and Don Rosiram de la Brun- 

2J32 
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da"*^^ the first friend and companion of the 
knight of the Savage^ who was at this time 
in the court, having arrived with the troopa 
from England. All these were armed in ricli 
armour, with gay surcoats of great cost; 
wrought and adorned by the hand of their 
ladies ; for though the most of them were 
married, yet love was as rooted in them as it 
was in the days when that name seemed to 
them more worthy of reverence th^ all 
others. In this manner they went out of 
the city, accompanied by Don Duardos, 
Arnedos, Recindos, the soldan Belagriz, and 
Drjimuziando, they being unarmed, who 
went to see the*batile, thinking that by these 
twelve they should judge what prowess there 
would be found among their enemies, as 
they knew the doughtiest among them would 
be chosen. 

When they reached the field of battle, which 



* These twelve knights prove to be thfrteen, indading 
Florian There are very manj such petty •renigfats in 
the book. 
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as Higher to the city than to the army, the 
»]dan chusing it to be so, to the intent that 
le empress and her ladies might the better 
ehold it, they found the soldan of Persia 
ttd the knights of his company aheady there, 
rmed like men who in the fashion and rich- 
ess of their arras wished to show that they 
ere great parsonages, and also to appear 
'ell before the ladies. There were four 
rinces among them, who were heirs to 
lighty kingdoms, and the other knights 
fere of great rank in arms and in estate. 
Tie armour and devices which they bare are 
ot here related, because they will be writ- 
JD of in another place. The king of Bam- 
a, the king of Parthia, the king of Arme- 
lia, and the giant Framustante, with some 
ther knights of great prowess, came to ac- 
ompany them, unarmed. The soldan be- 
3g desirous to cope with the knight of the 
»avage, to see whether he could revenge 
limself for the foil which he had from him 
eceived, seeing him in the middle of the 
hristian knights, took his post opposite him, 
'uh the king of Etolia by his side, who was 
^^ signalest knight of the twelve, and a 

2 B 3 
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special good jouster. As the fame c 
king was known in the courts and this 1 
to be he by the device in his shield, ( 
was a golden bull in a field sable, in m 
of such a one which he had won bj 
of arms, conquering the keepers then 
atchievcment upon which he greatly 
himself,) Palmerin confronted him 
rous that day to show his lady Polinan 
constant be was in her love. 

The soldan now put down his beaver, 

the king of Armenia adjusted and ga 

bis lance ; his companions did the lik 

being all on both sides ready in their 

at the soimd of a trumpet whicl 

mustante blew, they ran at each oth 

great force ; and each encountered 

tagonist full on the shield, none fai 

his attaint, all being so well delivere 

the greater part of them went to the \ 

Palmerin encountered the king of 

with such might, that piercing thro 

shield, and entering his armour, th 

drove him from off his horse with t 

die between his legs, the girth burst 
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cnself not being so little shaken but that he 
X both stirrups, though he speedily re- 
vered tbein. The knight of the Savage 
d the soldan of Persia encountered .with 
eir lances, and the soldan not able to bear 
rigorous an encounter, caught hold on the 
^k of his horse ; but their horses in passing 
in against each other with such a shocks 
lat both were stunned and fell to the ground 
iih their riders. Prince Florendos en- 
ountered Arjelao, prince of Arfasia, and 
learing him to the ground^ past on without 
eceiving any reverse. In brief, they were 
lU unhorsed on both sides, except Palmerin, 
Platir, and Florendos, who desiring to ac- 
company their friends, alighted from their 
Uorses, sword in hand, and placed themselves 
ill order of battle. The soldan, who was not 
satisfied to see that his [)arty had received 
any foil in the joust, joined the king of 
Etolia, who held himself to have received 
the greatest dishonour of all, and said, Since 
we have been put to the worst by the fault 
of our horses, let us now so behave ourselves 
as without them to make amends. With 
that he and his companions began the com- 
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riu T-.:"- :">» j-rr: ^. ::: wh'.ch thev would have 
fiii-f-i .•e'5^> i"!i3Li irey cid in the joust, if the 
■•.o:-:.: j- ir.-f ^i::t5 hisd not stood them iu 
*:?i>i >:ij.i ; frr liir eraperor seeing the sol- 
c J.: ; : rcr?. i is iTc;j.: dans^er. bv reason that 
Fl: r-iii 2«id » v^a :h-: a::^ viiciajre over him, and 
:.ii :u€ k.3^ of £:o!ia iaDoured more to 
savc iiiiii^e.:' r'r v>m Palmcrin's blows than to 
o5end :i:2i wi:h his own, and that Florendos 
also G^i.i his aaca^oaist well nigh at bis mercy, 
thoLi^^h aiuoaj: the others there was little 
vAariic^ lo be [ crceived, and they were still 
pcrtbrmirij^ a tVur and beautiful battle^ be- 
sought the empress, for the sake of these 
three ^ho wert the chief among them, to bid 
them ct .ise, thai thev mi^^ht be in condition 
to appear at the bail, as they had requested. 
It fcii to the lot of the fair Miraguarda to' 
separate them, who, accompanied with four 
damsels, and the kings Polendos and Tarnaes, 
went into the field. Certes there needed 
none of her intreatics to separate them, for 
her presence struck such reverence, that at 
beholding her, they who expected victory, as 
well as those who despaired of it, drew back. 
Miraguarda thanked them for their courtesy, 
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ad being accompanied by them all, returned 
ito the city, prince Florendos leading her 
Y the hand. In truth, though among ail 
lese Turks there was not one who would 
)t at that hour have given his life and king* 
)]ii, and renounced his religion into the 
irgain to serve her, yet he who was most 
irapt among them was the soldan. He fol« 
wed heriikeonebereftof his understanding, 
id addressed himself to her in that state 
ith words indicating his intentions, calling 
sr iPolinarda, whom he believed her to be ; 
»r as you have formerly heard, when Bar* 
)caate and his companions came with the 
amsel who brought the first embassy con- 
erning this war, among other conditions 
f peace which she propounded, the prin- 
ipal was that Polinarda should marry the 
>ldan of Persia, and Florendos with Arme- 
ia his sister, whereby it appeared how 
: that time the soldan was enamoured of 
It by report. And now seeing Mira- 
larda, and thinking this was she, love had 
$s to do in him ; which made Palmerin, 
len he heard him, as great a Moor at heart 
himself, for he now remembered the words 
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of the embassy which he had sent to askbe^ 
to wife, and if there had then been oppor^ 
tunity for hi in to have satisfied the wratk 
which he feit, he would not have waited til 
a future time to do it. And he then deter< 
mined in every battle or skirmish wliidi' 
should take place^ to do his endeavour to 
seek him out^ and make an end of him. 

When they had entered the city and react- 
ed the palace^ the soldan and his compa- 
nions were well received by the emperor/ 
and Miraguarda by th^ empress^ GridoniV 
Flerida, and the other princesses ; she hafi » 
enoui^h to say to Pollnarda, telling her how! 
amorous the soldan was^ and laughing at 
what he bad said to her in the other's name. 
Ltidy, replied Polinarda, you have such pow- 
er over all who behold vou. that the soldan 
is little to blame for what he did ; neverthe- 
less, the hatred which I have long resented 
towards this man, for what he formerly pro- 
posed about me, will not let me take any 
pleasure in any thing concerning him. I 
pray you let us not waste time in talking of 
him. The empress now came to them^ and 
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. them to adorn themselves for the 
ith Lionarda and the other princesses, 
ere gone to the Garden of Flerida, 
the emperor was wont to entertain 
;rs, it being a full pleasant place^ and 
)r joyful occasions ; the empress had 
ven ordersTthat it should be full featly 
id, as one who foreboded that this 
be the last day of her pleasures ; for 
L times the heart divines its sorrows, 
seemeih that it forebodes evil with 
certainty than good. The emperor 
the soldan next to himself with great 
;y, which he showed also to the kings. 
>uardos, Arnedo?, and Recindos did 
3 to the oiher knights, so that it might 
seen how greatly the courtesy and 
ity of that court differed from what 
► be found in other places. Those 
the Turks who thouii^ht nothing; con- 
J love, seeing llie ciiivalry of that 
judged it to exceed all in the world. 
i soldan and plliers, who had fixed 
louglits upon the ladies, had more to 
at, secins: so inanv of such excellent 
, und they thought it not much that 



288 

any one should give up his time and surreu'^ 
der his liberty to them, seeking in their ser- 
vice whatever chance or fortune might prof- 
fer ; and they judged that the notable feat* 
and exploits worthy of immortal fame, which 
the knights of that house were wont to at- 
chievc, proceeded more from the force of 
their love, than from that which nature had 
given them. Truly no such thought as this 
could ever enter the mind of such as are 
heretics to love, and hereby it may be judg- 
ed how strong hold love had taken upon those 
who held this fancy. The soldan, who till 
now had not taken his eyes from Miraguarda, 
thinking her to be Polinarda, saw now by the 
order of their seats that he had been mistaken, 
for Florendos was by her, and Palmerin by 
l^olinarda; this made hini understand the 
truth ; and as his mind had been long fixed 
upon Polinarda, but his e}es most upon the 
other, he could not determine which of the 
twain liad most power over him, neither could 
he judge which had the advantage In beauty. 
The other Turkish princes being confident 
in their own victory, and that they should 
v.in the city, divided in their own mind those 
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idies among themselves, each allotting her 
> himself whom he liked best. And afterw- 
ards when they returned to the camp they 
ipreed upon tliis allotment, the soldan then 
taking up his mind and determining upon 
'oUnarda* whom he took for his share. Th^ 
ing of Etolia fixed upon Miraguarda, leaving 
le princess Lionarda for Albayzar, believ- 
ig that by reason of the great enmity and 
aired between him and the knight of the 
>avage, that spoil fell to him by right. In 
his manner each chose his captive. The 
lag of Caspia, though he w&s a young man, 
ras so amorous of Flerida, that, leaving all 
he younger beauties be resolved to have her 
br his share. And from that time these 
[Mnnces wore their colours when they went 
into the field, with surcoats in contormity ; 
and some of them bore their names upon 
the hem of their garments, and the liins of 
their shields, thinking that with them they 
ihould discomfit tlieir enemies. 

The ball lasted along timc^ with excellent 
Dusic of rare instruments; it seemed that this, 
IS the crown and finish of all that had been 

VQL. IV. S c 
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lield there, was more worthy to he seen thai 
all. It is plain that whoever had been bred in 
that court and seen the gallantry and noble- 
ness of the emperor's house, and now saw 
that this day all the joyous festivities were to 
end, in which the dwellers therein had alway 
till now revelled, it is plain, I say, that no heart 
could have dissembled the great grief that this 
thought must needs occasion, unless it were 
wholly insensible ; they who are so having 
this good, that neither doth great joy de- 
light them, nor great affliction cast them 
down. The ball being ended, the Turb 
took their leave, going away far more amor- 
ous than they came : the emperor sent torcbes 
with them, to light them to the camp. But 
before they departed one thing befel which 
must be put in remembrance ; and it was 
.ibis : All the while the ball lasted the giant 
Framustantc never took his eyes from Arlan- 
za, who was with Dram uziando, his inclina- 
tion leading him to her rather than to any 
other; and this passion so got the better of 
him, that when he took his leave he let fall 
soujc words of such pride and unseemliness, 
that Drauiuziaudo was forced to cut them 
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Tt ; ia fine, they defied each other for the 
rrow, greatly against the will of the em- 
or. But Dramuziando was held to be 
; so temperate in all his dealings, that 
at be did was never without good and 
t cause. Presently they exchanged their 
;es : the emperor secured the field on his 
t, and the soldau of Persia promised the 
le for Albayzar. This being concerted 
y went their way, wishing the night were 
t that they might see this notable battle"; 
Framustante was. held for a right valiant 
i and a mighty. For this reason Albayzar 
arded him with great favour, which made 
1 the prouder. 
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CHAPTER 164, 



i 

i 
I 

On the morrow^ before the hour of tierce, .i 
Dramuziando, who for anger and melancholjf 
bad not slept that night, went into the fiela, 
armed in strong arms without any bravery 
whatever, and accompanied by the emperor 
Vemao, and Don Duardos and his sons ; fof 
though he was well beloved by all, these 
were they who treated him with especial res* 
pect and love. 

It was not long before the giant Framustante 
carne^ attended on by divers of his friends, 
be being in an armour very rich and strong, 
as it was necessary for him^ dealing with 
so mighty an euemy : and as in bigness of 
body he far exceeded. Dramuziando^ and rode 
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and powerful liorse^ he gave great 
3nce to his friends, and occasioned 
fear in his enemies; buttliey who had 
the strength of Dramuziando had such 
dcnce in it that they did not lose it in 
Janger ; and Albayzar was of their num- 
; for the blows which he had received 
a his hands taught him to make more 
ount of him^ than others did who did 
t know him so well. Some words past be- 
een tbem^ but they were few ; for Dramu- 
ando, as one who was melancholick, would 
*ot suffer Framustante to indulge his pride 
m long speeches. So giving their horses the 
«pur they encountered with their full force ; 
their spears were so well driven, that piercing 
through both shields, they splintered against 
•the armour underneath, and both clung to 
their horses necks, having lost their stirrups ; 
but each had such presence of mind always, 
-that they speedily recovered their saddles. 
Ccrtes, whoever had seen the force of these 
encounters might well have perceived how 
different they were from those of other men, 
and might thence have conceived what the 
battle would be, for it mii*:ht well be believed 

(2 c 3 . 
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that h^re was the p;reatest and ixkost SQf' 
passing strength which could per^dventure 
be found in the \vorld« They drew out theit 
swords, full keen ones, and beyond the size 
of those of ordinary men ; yet did they seem 
bigger in the hands of their masters, who 
easily wielded them, delivering mighty and 
terrible blows. And because their horses, 
weary with the great weight which they car« 
ried, began to wax teebie and could not 
move so deJiverly as the riders desired, they 
both alighted. Then, though the battle bad 
before appeared rigorous and cruel, it wfli 
now full different, when they could belter 
come at each other. If Dramuziando knef 
by his skill and activity bo^ to defend him* 
self from his enemy's blows, Framustante 
was not less skilful in warding his. Each 
in that hour put forth all his skill atid strength, 
and thus they went on long time, hewing and 
smiting, without shew of vantagie or weak«- 
ness on either part; till their shields, though 
bound round with hoops of iron and steel, 
were so broken and defaced, that they could 
find but little defence in them ; and their 
armour was so cruelly cut and mangled^ that 
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sir bodies were exposed. All the regard^ 
ts of this combat, evea they who were the 
satest masters of those things and had had 
>8t experience of them, held this to be the 
eatesc that ever was seen ; though that per* 
ps between Dramuziando and Barrocante 
ight compare with it; for thoui^h Barro- 
Qte was held to be the fiercest of ail giants 

the world, Framu.^tante was more active 
em he, and this made the victory appear 
>re doubtful. But the destmy of both, 
lich was reserved for another hour, occa* 
med the battle to be broken off, greatly to 
e displeasure of both: for at that very 
ne, Targiana and the princess Armenia 
rived in the camp, accompanied with many 
lights. Concerning their coining it is re- 
irded, that as it was now some time since 
Ibayzar and ttie soldan had departed with 
e fleet, Targiana being certified that the 
my were securely ericamped before the 
dk of Constantinople, and the defenders 
ereof so begirt round about that they 
uld not come forth, and moreover that all 
e adjoining country was under the power 

the Turks, she being naturally desiroi s 
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of seeing great things^ and moved also by 
her affection for Albayzar^ determined to 
go and visit him. So providing first for the 
government of her kingdoms^ and taking with 
her two thousand knights whom Albayzar 
had left to serve her and guard his court| 
and having also let the princess Armenia 
know her purpose^ they twain made tbe 
journey with this great company of knights, 
and arrived in the empire of Constantinople. 
It is related in the Chronicles of that house, 
treating of the virtue and humanity of Tar- 
giana^ that so sensible was she of the honour 
which the emperor had shown her in that 
courts that when she came into his countryi 
and saw the dwellers therein oppressed sad • 
cruelly treated, she did not without great 
pain hear their cries; and when she came 
witiiin sight of the valley of the city, and saw 
how it was beleagered round about, and that 
the lords thereof were brought so nearly to 
destruction, she shed many tears and mani- 
fested great sorrow, as one who would have 
wished with far other guerdon to have re- 
quited the great feasts and courtesy and love 
with which she had been entertained in that 
court. 
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Having reached the anny^ and hearing that 
Dramuziaado and Framustaate were engaged 
in battle^ she would not that any cause of 
sorrow should betide on the day of her ar- 
rival^ more especiidly because she knew 
Dramuziando and the great wortli of his 
person, and also the great account which 
Albayzar made of Framustante* So before 
she alighted, accompanied by Albayzar^ 
her husbfind, (who greatly rejoiced at her 
coming and at the princess Armenia's, that 
they might behold the revenge which he so 
greatly desired) the soldan also, and sundry 
other kings going with her, she came tc^ 
the place of battle. Targiana went into the 
lists, having her face unveiled, and ap-> 
proaching Dramuziando she laid her hand 
oa bis shoulder and said, Methinks it were 
reason, Dramuziando, that ali melancholy 
should be ended at the arrival of one who is 
so much your friend. Dramuziando turning 
bis eyes upon her, and knowing her, drew 
back a little, saying, Certes, Lady, he must 
be of weak understanding who would not 
rather be vanquished and serve you, than 
remain conqueror in your disservice, much 



298 

more 50^ \ihen in giving over the combat I 
receive favour^ seeing I am matched with 
such a strong and puissant enemy. I, r^ 
plied Framustante, receive no favour, and 
though I know well that these glozing words 
are not spoken from the hearty nevertheless, I 
shall make vou find them true in the end. I 
pray thee, Framustante, said DramuziandOi 
shew thyself at this time obedient to theladj 
Targiaua ; we are in a place where we may 
at all times try ourselves together. 

Albavzar then commanded Framustante to 
leave the combat, and not reply farther, for 
he feared some arrogance. Then Don Du- 
ardos and the emperor Vernao, who knew 
Targiana, approached with the other princeS| 
except the knight of the Savage, who rcr 
turned into the city, because he would not 
have her see him, and carried the news of 
her arrival. Targiana received them with 
fit welcome, making them such courtesy as 
such high princes deserved, and minutely 
enquiring for the health of the emperor and 
empress, and all her friends ; then taking her 
leave, they went into the city, carrying Dra- 
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3 with them, who was wearied, but 
Targiana returned to the army, 
ere were that day great feasts and 
s, especially among the common 
D always rejoice for the pleasure of 
; ; and among the great also, they 
iring with how much more delight 
»u]d now carry on the war, since 
re ladies in the camp, before whom 
ght display themselves; and they 
that to serve them they would labour 
eater feats than before, this being 
thing for which they had envied 
the city, 

eror of Allemaign and Don Duardos 
3COursing on the beauty of the 
Armenia, for that of Targiana was 
ig faded. When they reached the 
;re they found greater stir for the 
of Targiana than there was in the 
army, for she was marvellously loved 
md, ever since it had been seen how 
she was for the favours which she 
eived there. All that day was past 
Qg visits, for not only the emperor 
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aiiil empress sent to visit her, but ever/ 
princess and lady did so also ; and the same 
was done to Armenia, because she came in 
her company. But Targiana, not contented 
with tliis ambassadry of ' visits^ obtained 
leave from Albayzar to go and see the em- 
press and her daughters. So on the morroWi 
being accompanied by fair and gallant dames, 
whom she brought with her for tbe nonce; 
she and Armenia, being right richly attired 
and adorned, taking with them the soldao 
and the kings who were in tbe camp^ went 
to the ciiy. The emperor, though by rea- 
son of his condition, he did not g6 out of . 
the house, ordered himself to be carried 
upon men's shoulders to the city gates to 
receive her, and there taking her in his arms 
with such love as if she had been one of his 
daughters, he held her awhile with speeches 
answerable to that good-will which he bare 
towards her. Then he welcomed with great 
courtesy Armenia, the soldan of Persia, and 
the other kings that came in her compnny ; 
and then discoursing with Targiatia, he was 
carried with them to the palace, where at the 
entrance of the court-yard they found the 
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empress with all her family, by whom Tiir- 
giana tias received with such honour and 
such demonstrations of love, that more could 
not have been done had she been in the house 
of the Great Turk, her father. She in ac- 
costing all these princesses, when she came 
to Flerida, asked of Polinarda, who held 
her by the hand, who she was; and when it 
iras told her^^ she stood awhile beholding 
her; for though Flerida was p«ist her youth, 
vet was she of rare and excellent beauty. 
W^hen she had knowledge of Miraguarda 
ft&d Lionarda, she had then enough to think 
of and enough to envy, especially seeing her 
&t liberty whom she thought she held fast 
enchanted : and addressing herself to Mira- 
guarda she said. Now, Lady, [ do not blame 
Albayzar, nor any one, for any excess which 
can have been committed for you. Towards 
Li^irrda she used fewer words, remember- 
ing that she was married to Florian, whom 
ibe bated as her morud enemy. The princess 
Armenia was abashed at what she saw, and 
Iso for that she was not acquainted with 
ny of the ladies of that court, and she 
enl among them like one whose judgment 
VOL. J v. 2 o 
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was troubled, turning her eyes from one to 
another, and envying the beauty of some, 
that being the thing of all others which wo- 
men envy most; and that her envy might 
be the more, she was between Miraguarda 
and Lionarda, who accompanied her in this 
way to do her honour, they being the persons 
in that house of whom she had most cause to 
be envious. Their ladies were entertained 
by those of the empress while they stayed 
there. The emperor meantime was in his 
hall conversing with the soldan and his 
companions of the battle between Dramo- 
ziandoand Framustante, and of other things, 
with as little appearance of hatred as though 
there had been none between them, nor rea- 
son for any. It now being late, they requested 
permission to return : the day seeming short to 
Targiana in comparison of the time which she 
would have wished to pass with those ladiei, 
of whom she took her leave with many tears, 
embracing them one by one, and acquitting 
herself of this war, which had been under* 
taken against her in treaties. They all ac- 
companied her out into the place before the 
palace, where the farewell was givea witb 
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many tears, that there was neither room 
or words nor compHments ; some, however, 
rere shown to Armenia: for as thev knew her 
lOt, and therefore had no friendship for her, 
bere was neither love nor sorrow to take 
lace of these forms. The emperor accom- 
anied them to the city gates, where he took 
save of all, and of Targiana last of all. 
ind when she would then have excused 
erself touching the war, saying how much 
was against her wishes, he interrupted her, 
lying, Lady Targiana, nothing grieveth 
16 samuch as that I am now of an age not 
) be able to requite you for your true and 
lanifest good-will. As for the rest, things 
f this nature are so^doubtful, that only at 
be end can it be told who gains and who 
»ses. I am so confident in the reason and 
istice of my own cause, and in the little 
hich Albayzar hath for destroying my coun- 
y, that I expect this will decide all things 
ghtfully. Do you. Lady, think of this 
Duse to make use of it as your own ; as for 
lelse I know not yet whom you will have 
ost need to lament for. With that they 
irted. The emperor was carried back to 

2d ^ 
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bis palace^ aad Targiana was conducted ta 
the camp^ accompanied with the emperor 
Vcrnao^ the kings of England, France^ aod 
Spain, and all the knights of the emperoi's 
court, who having brought her to the campj 
took their leave and returned to the city, 
talking of the nobleness of Targiana and the 
beauty of Armenia ; and some of them, as 
the Turks had done, devising severally 
among themselves, to whose lot they should 
fall; for it is oftentimes the nature of sol* 
diers to share and divide the spoil among 
themselves^ before fortune hath delivered it 
iuXQ thcij bands. 
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CHAPTER 1(55, 



t many days after the arrival of the 
Qcess Targiana^ the princes^ as well on 
: one side as on the" oj;her, concluded to 
n in battle. The Christians were more 
sirous thereof than the Turks, because the 
tuals began to wax scant within the city ; 
;ides, Albayzar came oftentimes, and pro- 
ved them also with his standard and en- 
ns displayed, which urged the people to 
r and call to their commanders and cap- 
ns, to suffer them to sally forth of the 
y ; for it was a grief to them to be so en- 
►sed within, and to see their enemies come 
ring them so boldly without : all with one 
ice? cried out for leave to attack them, 
«o peradventure they might make them 

£ D 3 
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lose some of their confidence. If Primaleon 
had had bis will, it would have been seen be* 
fore now by whose courage the issue was to 
be decided ; but, as ye have beard^ many ol 
those allies who had come from distant parts 
were weak and sickly with travelling on the 
seas, especially the emperor Vemao's people, 
who were the last that arrived; therefore the] 
determined to recover themselves in perfeci 
assurance of their healthy before they woulc 
thrust themselves into the face of danger. 

After they had well rested and recoverec 
themselvesj and found that they were stroD{ 
and able to deal with the enemy, and al 
were eager for it : one Sunday in the montl 
of April, tl^c day being clear and bright ant 
fit for so signal a thing, after mass they dvev 
out their banner^ through two of the cit] 
gates, and the captains began to put thei 
xaen in battle array wiih great stir and joy 
fulness. Don Duardos, as general of tb 
whole, allotted each his post, and divided th 
horse into six battles. The first was con 
ducted by the soldan Bebgriz^ to whom wd 
committed five thousand g9od soldicr$, beiti 
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all his own subjects. The second was given 
in charge to Recindos king of Spain, who 
had the conduct of three thousand, two of 
vhich were they who came from Spain. 
The third was led by Aruedosking of France, 
who had the charge of the like number as 
the king of Spain had, including the two 
thousand that were sent him from France. 
The fourth was under the conduct of Polen- 
dosking of Thessaly, who had the like num- 
ber. The fifth was in the charge of the em- 
peror Vemao of Allemaign, being as many. 
And the sixth and last, being four thousand^ 
was conducted by Don Duardos. 

Primaleon would not this day take upon him 

any charge, that .he might the better give 

SQccour to those places where he perceived 

n\Oftt danger ; he therefore remained among 

the knights-adventurers, who were these: 

fielcar; duke Drapos, of Normandy ; May- 

ortes, the Great Khan; Palmerin of Eng- 

Jaud ; Florian of the Desert ; Florendos ; 

Platir ; Blandidon ; .Beroldo, prince of Spain ; 

Floraman of Sardinia ; Graciano of France ; 

Dau Rosuel ^ Belisarte ; Onistaldo ;..Tene- 



nosiram rie in J>ruii'!u; iji.iiiiu/l.li 
moiirol; aiul all tlic ino-it renowned 
of'ihc emperor's court. All tliose t< 
Jtost «t llie onset in the Viiii of tli 
Belagriz's butlle ; all concluding wi 
sdvts, that so soon as the battle f 
begun, they would each of them ■ 
on that side, wiicre theic duty and 
(lid best serve them. 

In the city there only remained kin{ 
^vilh a few knights for its guard, 
footmen fifty ilioilsand were stfilioti 
rear, to support the horse, the otheri 
ing for the defence of the city. D 
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«ds passed^ nhich might be au occasion 
stir them up more nobly, in defence of 
e flower of all Christendom. With these 
id other sucli like speeches^ he did so ani* 
ate and embolden all his train, as they that 
ere the most fearful, and had least mind 
r deal with their enemies, seemed as wil- 
Qg and forward to the battle as he that 
as the bravest soldier in the field : in fine, 
1 thought that in him the victory was cer- 
lin. Having seen to every thing, like a 
6od commander, he withdrew to his own 
ost, commanding the soldan Belagriz to 
ive the first assault. 

Ubayzar ordered his army with no less skill 
ad prudence. He divided bis horse into 
en battles, giving to each five thousand. 
Hie first was conducted by the soldan of 
hnia, who was accompanied with the great 
[iant Framustante, and about five hundred 
nights-adventurers, besides the five thou- 
and, all persons of great name and not less 
rowess. The second was given in charge 
) the king of Trebisond. The third to the 
ing of Caspia. The fourth to the king of 
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Armenia. The fifth to the king of Bamba. 
'I'lie sixth to the king of Parthia. The 
seventh to the kingof Bythinia. The eighth 
to prince Arjelao of Arfasia. The ninth to ^ 
the kiMi]: of litolia. The last was conducted 
l>v ihc soldan Aibavzar himself, with whom 
wi re llie seven giants for the guard of hi» 
person, all except Frauiustante; for whtiahe .= 
cs[)iod Dramuziando in the forefront ot" the 
Christians' army, being desirous to approve 
himself against him only, he went, by the li- 
cence of Aibavzar, to tlie foremost squadron 
of the Turks. Tlie fojt were tiivided into 
four bodies to snppo t the liorse; eaeli body 
contained five-and-twenty thousand; and - 
thev that were left beside, horse a& well as 
foot, remained in ilie camp, i'or safeguard of 
Taririana and tliij prittcess Armenia, and of 
the tents and stores of the army. 

As for tiie richness of the armour, and in- 
genious devices which these knights, as well 
on the one side as the other, bare in thi« 
conflict, albeit that to make a true arid suffi- 
cient discourse thereof would be impossible, 
2j(^vertheless, to yield the greater content- 
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tneDt to those v\ho Uikc dcii;:ilii. in i- iUii-ii' 
of this famous historv, I will iiiakc ncr.nl <«! 
somey whom wholly to prctcnisit woil'.i bv.- ti 
faulty especially in so notable a balile. 

Begianing then \Yith the Christian-, who a(V 
Tanced by twos and by threes, 1 say tha*.: 
Don Duardos, the emperor Vernao, and tis"; 
soldan Belagriz, had their armour of white; 
and black, with bars of gold, strontx and 
\ splendid withal, and in their shields they 
bare a black Griflbn in a field sable, currvini; 
in his beak, written in letters of gold, the 
names of such as each esteemed to be his 
best beloved. 

f 

I Primaleon and king Polendos were in white 

armour without any adornment, and in their 

shields was pourtrayed, in a silver field, a 

cloven Rock, which device l*rimaleon was 

*ont to bear when he was amorous of the 

princess Gridonia his wife. Recindos and 

Arnedos bore arms suitable to their vears, 

""? ^^ 8^^y ""^ murrey checquers, Lions ram- 

'' I pant in their shields, in a grey field. King 

7 listreJante, and Belcar his uncle, were in ar- 



» 



i 






a golden Tree in a field sable. 

Pahnenn of Eodand and Florendos 
green armour, Rtudde*! with little fl< 
gold, and in their shields was figui 
tune lying on her face, whereby wai 
stood, that they did not repose th< 
in her. 



King Floraman of Sardinia, and th< 
of the Savage Man, had their armoi 
Indian colour, all wrought over w 
shrubs of gold, more gay than it mij 
been thought beseemed the mannei 
raman's life; the devices of their shie 
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with birds of siWer^ and in their shields was 
pictured in a field vert^ Love^ holding a knight 
Bodemeath his feet: for this device Mira- 
guarda commanded Dragonalte to carry all 
his life-time^ when he was vanquished before 
her by florendos at the castle of Almourol. 

Prince Beroldo, and Onistaldo his brother^ 
were both in gilt armour spotted with black, 
aod in their shields were flames of gold, in a 
field of sable. Polinardo and Francian had 
their armour of green and carnation colours 
m stripes^ and in their shields was displayed 
a silver sea, in a field vert. Blandidon and 
Frisol were in black and yellow armour, the 
colour being wedge-shaped, carrying for 
their devices in their shields, two black 
' Griffons, studded with toses of gold, in a 
yellow field. Pompides and Platir were in 
green armour of hope, and each of them 
carried in his shield a silver Bull in a field 
vert ; for Pompides took great delight in this 
device. 

The acmour of prince Graciano, and that of 
Gmtrrm his brother, was of green and white. 



vcimilioii, and in iheir sliields thej 
iiCiul Hope, ill a bloody field, as i 
needed liopc no longer- 
Don RosTiel nnd Dramiante were 
viliitearniour, beset with roses of go 
lieliuets fiiBtened with laces of the ss 
in their shields was pictured a white 
a golden field. 

l^siliardo and Dirdem, the sons of M 
were in grey, wrought over with liti 
shrubs, and in the sume manner wi 
sluelds. Tenebror iind Germam of 

\i-(irp nn >im«i>rir nnlu urhof thpv WC 
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gundy^ having nothing lo hope, was ihr 

more willing to keep him company ; and 

therefore theycarried for their devices in their 

shields, sahle Sadness in a yellow field. Dali- 

arte of the Dark Vallev, and Don Rosirani 

dela Brunda, were in white armour without. 

any adornment. Daliarte had the figure of 

god Apollo in his shield, in a field vert, whic h 

he was always wont to bear ; and Don Kosi- 

lam had in a field gules, the Tower of Nim* 

rod, from whom he was lineallv descended. 

Mayortes the Grand khan, and the giant 

Almourol, were in black armour and strong, 

without any finery, and their shields of the 

same colour, without any manner of device, 

garnished with iron, and fit for the nonce. 

Dramuziando appeared alone upon a powerful 
horse of iron- grey, armed in plates of steel 
*hich weic right strong; his shield was of 
steel, and had moreover steel rims, which 
made it the stronger ; and as he was of great 
stature, and wore sucli strong armour, and 
was moreover greatly beloved, the people 
eyed him with great atfection, and had much 
hope in him, 

3 E2. 
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This was the fashion in which the Vinp, 
princes^ and knights of the emperor went 
forth ; many others were there which were 
worthy to be put in remembrance^ and if 
I let them pass, it is to avoid prolixity. 

Albayzar, soldan of Babylon and beir to the 
Turk's dominions, and commander general 
of the field, came forth upon a right good 
horse which the king of Media had sent bimi 
and which he had reserved for this day ; be 
was armed in green, the token of hope, u 
surely expecting victory ; in his shield he 
bore an image wrought of gold in afieU 
vert, made to the likeness of Targiana, from 
the breast upward, adorned with much jew* 
elry, and more fit to be looked at and care* 
fully preserved, than exposed in battle. His 
aventayle was open, and being by nature a 
goodly and gentle personage, he seemed 
worthy of so great a charge. 



The soldan of Persia was in armour of green 
and white, the colours being divided by bor- 
ders of gold and jewelry, in the shape of a V, 
that being the first letter of the name of Poli- 
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iiaxda, towards whom he was marvellous affcc*< 
tionate^ and whom he expected to have for 
the spoils of this victory ; in his shield was 
figured contented Hope, in a green vesture, 
like a damsel, and round about the rim of 
his shield was written in letters of gold the 
name of Polinarda. The king of Caspia 
was in tawny ainiour, sirculated over in di- 
vers places with black, in sign that he had 
been vanquished in the combat past ; and in 
his shield he bore lor his device, an Ounce, 
having his claws all bloody, in a field of 
sable ; whereby he gave them to understand, 
that he had good hope to bathe his hands 
ia the blood of his enemies. The king of 
Trebisond was in red armour, all over 
figured with little silver birds, having their 
wings spread abroad, in manner as they 
were flyiilg ; he carried the picture of Mars 
in his shield, in a field azuie, and according 
to the manner in which that God was repre- 
sented in old times. The king of Parthia, 
unlike the rest, was in white armour, bright 
and shining, but without any mixture, and 
in his shield was pourtrayed a Lion torn in 
pieces, in a white field, because he had torn 
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& lion himself I when he was in his yooth 
time. The king of Etolia wa& in armour 
sinople and murrey, colours of little gaiel 
and not far unlike, without any borderin 
and in his shield a black BuU^ in a field 
gules. The king of Armenia was in gr< 
armour wrought all over with roses of gol 
and in his shield was figured a Phoenix in 
gney field : whereby his meaning was, tb 
his lady was the only phoenix of beauty 
the world, to whom no other might eqo 
herself. The king of Bamba was in gilt s 
mour, with his basses of silver^ and in h 
shield was pictured a golden Lion in a silv< 
field. The king of Bythinia was in gre< 
armour, cross streaked with bands of silvc 
coupling in manner of knots ; and in fa 
shield he carried a Tyger of beaten gold : tl 
rim of his shield was fastened with jewels 
great cost. Prince Arjelao of Arfasia hi 
his armour like to the king of Bythinia, beii 
his friend and comrade. Many other 
Albayzar*s knights came into the field brave 
armed ; but I let them passj inasmuch as th( 
being on the enemies side, such clear info 
mation concerning them could not be ha 
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for them to be truly described. Fra- 

xnustante and the other seven giants were 

armed in bright and strong armour^ polished 

and thick^ without any mixture of colours ; 

and being of such huge stature that they 

for overtopped all others in the army^ and 

their harnesses and helmets flashing over the 

field far away^ as the sun shone on them, 

they struck great fear into the minds of their 

enemies^ especially of those who had not 

been accustomed to stand against such mon* 

iters ; and consequently they gave to those 

on their own side great confidence of victory 

uid vengeance. 
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CHAPTER 166". 



The armies on either side being appointed in 
good and fitting manner^ the potentates, 
kings^ princes^ and persons of most autho- 
rity, would needs go place themselves in the 
foremost rank, holding this opinion, that in 
such a renowned battle, and of so great peril; 
they alone which presented themselves the 
foremost in fight should deserve honour. 
Some kint^s therefore w^hose bodies were to 
advance in order,lefl the command to others, 
that they mjght place themselves in the face 
of the battle. 

All being in order, and all in readiness foi 
the charge ; witti the greatest and signallest 
and terriblest uproar in the world, the trum^ 
pets sounding on either side, they charged 
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dan of Persia's battle, and many were 
able encounters there given. Prima* 
iconntered the king of Caspia, and 
lis lance so bravelj on him, as himself 
c both his stirrups, but the king of 
had such a forcible stroke, that being 
1 through shield and armour, he was 
i the earth, with a slight wound in the 
Palmerin of England served the 
f Etolia in the same manner, albeit 
; reputed amongst the Turks for an 
il good knight at arms. Florendos 
e king of Armenia failed in the joust, 
ey met so forcibly together with their 
f as both they and their horses tumbled 
! ground ; they were speedi\y bolpen, 
le Turk was so amazed with his fall^ 

I was not able to rise ; whereupon two 
cousins, who were appointed to guard 
son, carried him out of the fieldt Be- 
md Floraman addressed themselves to 
Arjelao and the king of Bytbinia, and 
itered with them so furiously,' as they 

II cast forth of their saddles, being not 
oon to mount themselves again, be* 
the number was so great, and the 
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fight so hot where they were. Recindos 
and Ariiedos, who were also in the front of 
the battle^ ran against the kings of BambA 
and Parthia^ and they were all unhorsed ex- 
cept king Recindos, who kept bis horse va- 
liantly. The soldan Belagriz and the king 
of Trebisond uict together, and brake their 
lances bnivelvy not being any thing shaken 
in the encounteri and past on. 

The soldan of Persia, who thought himsdf 
the best of his own side, had no sooner 
espied the knight of the Savage Mmi, bnt 
he gave his horse the spurs, and encountered 
with him full nobly; bur they did not come 
off equally Ironi that e-.^.counter. He of the 
Savag.-* lost one of his stirrups, which he re- 
covered again presently ; but the soldiin was 
so sort shaken as he lay along on the 
neck of his horse, and if he had not been 
imnjediaielv succoured, he miajht there have 
met his end, or have been fain to be carried 
out of the field, like the king of Armenia. 

But of all these first encounters, that which 
Was most eyed, and which was the most noN 
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ble, was that of Dramuziando and Framu- 
tante; for as they hated each other^ and 
ach desired to display what there was in 
lim, they ran at each other with all their 
brce^ and failing at their lances^ met in such 
tanner together with their bodies, like two 
owersj that both horses and men were sent 
the ground ; and recovering themselves 
limbly again, they began on foot a furious 
aid cruel combat. The othei knights 
harged also each his enemy ; but they are 
iot here particularized, to avoid tediousness, 
ad also because the names oF their anta- 
gonists are not known ; suffice it to say, that 
brthe most part the Christians rcuiaiDed 
with the honour of this ^rst encounier, in 
i^hich ail the princes of the, emperor's court 
ifere engaged, except Don Duardos, the 
emperor Vcruao, and king. Polcndos, who, 
greatly. as they desired it, would not depart 
from their charge, fearing lest their men 
Would disperse themselves out of order. The; 
gi^nt Almourol kept them company l.kewise, 
l^eciiuse he saw no more j^ri^nits intlie lure- 
^os. rank except Framustaute, and as Dra- 
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muziando was engaged to hiniy he ch 
remain with Don Duardos. 

After they had thus encountered witl 
lances, and many knights thrown to the 
some slain outright> and other some ii 
better case ; they drew their swords on al 
and began the most cruel battle tha 
was seen ; and the captains returned 
to their several charges, because they 
not have them fall out of order. I 
and the king of Bythinia, fighting c 
against Floraman and Beroldo^ wen 
coured by the soldan of Persia, who 
noble captain pranced among the nu 
animate and encourage the minds 
friends, and assembling them in sundry 
panics, he came where these four con 
the fight still fiercely ; but the soldan 
griz, with his train, shewed such pro^ 
the fresh comers, as within a while bo 
soldan of JPersia himself, and the coi 
he brought with him, were enforced t< 
them place against their wills, leaving 
lao and the king of Bythinia in such d. 
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bad not the king of Trebisond come 
on them with the second battle, they had 
m slaui by the hands of Floraman and 
roldo. The soldan of Persia^ who gained 
fat honour that day, seeing his men so out 
leart, that neither by force nor persuasions 
lid he keep them to, cried out to the king 
rrebisond to charge : which he did with 
th force, that by his aid he returned to re- 
rer what was lost, and at length made the 
lans to get Arjelao, aind the king of Bythi* 
9 tborow Che press. 

t that bad then seen Primaleon at that hour, 
ght plainly have discerned that he fought 
e the principal in this great war ; for his 
ord and armour being all bathed in blood, 
laid on load so on every sid|S, and follow ed 
loa his enemies with his train so nobly, as 
It one durst stand before him to endure his 
ry: by this means he recovered horse 
^ain to Floraman and Beroldo ; but they 
ere so wounded, as they were fain to retire 
vhile from the battle. Tiieii wiili ihe aid 
rPalmerin of England, and Florian of ilie 
tesert, he held the king of Trebisonu's battle 
ToL. ir- 2 F 
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SO hot play^ that no more ground was '. 
than had been at the second charge. '. 
on the left hand of this squadron was 
brunt of the battle, where Framustante i 
Dramuziando were fighting on foot; ; 
Dramuziando having broken his sword gi 
pled with his enemy : upon this each i 
coured their own party ; above an hund 
knights on both sides alighted^ for Frai 
stante was greatly esteemed by Albay 
and Dramuziando w^l beloved by all, 
he would have been a great loss.. Primal 
perceiving this, called to Palmerin and s 
Now is the time when your prowess must 
medy this great urgency ; let us go succ 
Dramuziando, for with a sorry heart shou 
return into the city without him. Cei 
Sir, replied Palmerin, the want of his pei 
would be such, that did we lose him, I sh( 
regard all other good hope as lost. W 
that forcing their way together through 
press, in spite of all resistance, they m 
way up to Dramuziando, where they fo 
on foot, the knight of the Savage Man, '. 
rendos> Platir, Polinardo, Pompides, 
iiarte, Mayovtes, Frisol^ Blandidoh, Bel 
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sons^ with more than twenty knights^ 
n the like manner to his help ; and on 
ler side the soldan of Persia^ who 
ltd himself in all danger^ and the 
f Trebisondy and above a hundred 
I of great valour^ they being all on 



eon, though he was now of an age 
teded repose, had a heart in him which 
lot endure to be away from his friends 
hey were in danger. When he saw his 
without their horses he alighted like- 
ind so did Palmerin, who alway ac- 
nied him, as being his lady's father, 
brew all the army into confusion ; for 
he other Christian knights heard that 
eon fought on foot, they thought it 
smly to continue on horseback. The 
•vas done on the other side, because 
dan of Persia had alighted to succour 
stante. Truly, the feats and chivalry 
were then displayed might well put in 
fulness all actions of past times, how 
r soever of fame and eternal remem- 
^ Drumuziando and Framustante still 
2 F S2 
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closing together^ laid upon each o 
with the pumtneis of their swords, but 
were so sore travailed, as their strokes c 
but little hurt them. Drarauziando se( 
to have the belter wind of the two, f 
this virtue of being unfatiguable he was 
to be gifted above ail others. Primaleoi 
the king of Trebisond buckled togethci 
such was the press that crowded upon 
that they were forced asunder. The 
happened to Palmerin of England am 
soldan of Persia. The knight of the Sj 
Man slew two doughty knights, who 
striking at Dramuziando and Flore 
behind. The others were not so idle 
that they began to win ground upon 
enemies; and among them the good 
Mayortes the Grand Khan, had thrnsi 
ward so far into the thick of the Turks, ( 
won4ers, that be was surrounded by t 
and none of his friends could help him 
at length, being covered with wounds 
fighting: to the last like a right good kn 
he fell dead. 

He of the Savage, who was the first tha 
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his way to him, not being able to bear a 
sight of such great sorrow, began to work- 
Hew wonders. When the news of the death 
of the Grand Klian* was known, there was 
not a person who was not marvellously sor- 
rowful, for he was a rare prince and excel- 
lent captain, and moreover of such conver- 
sation as might well be the occasion of great 
pain to those who had lost him. But as the 
one in whom this grief made the most im- 
pression was Dridem his son^ he with ex^ 



* This Gran Can is so interesling a personage in the his* 
tory of Primaleon, or rather oF Don Duardos, that it the 
fader were versed in that true history. 

He could not chuse but shed a tear 
A tear for good Mayortes. 
"And now I daresay that Mayortes there thou liest that 
were never matched of none earthly dogs might ; and tliou 
vert the curtiest dog that ever bare collar ; and thou wert 
the truest dog to thy master that ever followed horse ; and 
thou wert the truest lover of a sinful dog that ever loved 
nun ; and thou wert the kindest dog that ever scruck stroke 
With fore-paw ; and thou wert the goodliest person of a 
i'g that ever came among comfiany of knights ; and thou 
Vert the meekest dog and the gentlest that ever eate iu hall 
^ong ladies j and thou wert the sternest dog to thy morta 
^, that ever took Lion by the throat Y* 

2 F 3 
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treme anguish of mind cast himself amongst 
his enemies^ cind within a while he behaved 
hiuiseif so well, slaying and smiting away 
Wiiljout thought ot death or fear of it, so 
as the lurks» kne\\ to their cost his extreme 
griet lor the ueath of his father : till at length, 
worn ovit eitnei ^ith to.), or anguish, to see 
his father covered with blood and wounds, 
he fell beside hjm, and gave up the ghost 
also. Great griet and exceeding and of long 
endurance was this to Don Duardos* 

And because he judged, that fighting thus 
on foot would be the cause of many disasters, 
he commanded all th^ battles to charge, 
whereby he succoured his people, in such 
sort as all his friends were mounted on 
horseback again, and Dramuziando and 
Tramustantc were separated asunder, which 
Albayzar also had ordered. This was not 
done before the king of Trcbisond was slain, 
by the hand of Palmerin. Dramuziando and 
Fn^mustante were in such condition that they 
did not return to the fight, but were borne 
away, the one to the Turks* tents and the 
other to the city, to be tendered ivith present 
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ird^ according as their dangerous estates 
lired. The general charge being thus 
e^ divers that had entered with the first 
le, retired to take breathing : but Pri- 
;on, Palmerin^ nor any of that cast, were 
lein : for it seemed as if they were not 
I to feel weariness. 

frusching of arms and the splintering of 
.dsanu the breaking of lances sounded 
ir and with such a din, that it seemed as 
e whole human race were being there 
then destroyed ; the yells of the barba- 
i pierced the skies, and ihe groans of the 
nded and the nying sounded so dolefully 
le ears of tlieir /rietiJs, that none could 
them without being moved to com- 
ion and tears. 

empress and all her hou .^hold seeing 
jrcat battle, and so ^^reat cruouy, and re- 
luering what was adventured in it, shut 
iselvesup in her apartment, where they 
nted in such grievous manner, as if they 
seen the enemy entered into the city. 
cry spread through the whole city, and 
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many matrons and dames of great rank^t( 
ing iheir uair and their faces, went cr) 
aloud through the streets, till they cam 
the palace^ where in short time a great c 
pany ot them were assembled together, i 
they thought their true help and safety la 
the aged emperor. 

King Tarnaes would have denied them 
trance into the palace, but it was more 1 
he could well do : for hardly can the c 
mon people be restrained, especially v 
a general fear of their lives is threat< 
before their eyes. 

The emperor himself, whose debility in j 
deprived him of his wonted good judgn 
could not bear up against this, accordin 
his custom, but resisted these terrors 
a womanly spirit, rather than the invin< 
mind he had alway borne heretofore, 
giana, Armenia, and all the ladies of 
Turks' camp, heard the uproar of the b 
with the same dismay. 

All order was now at an end, and they 
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'rere to guard the several princes wcfp so 
forced apart by the press of light, that each 
could think only of guarding himself. Don 
Duardos, being fresh, and desiring to wit- 
ness his noble valour in the field, dismounted 
three knights one after another with one 
lance: afterward drawing his sword, he 
charged the enemies on all sides about him 
so valiantly, as they were glad to avoid and 
give him place. And Albayzar likewise, 
seeking to honour himself this day with the 
renown of the field, came upon the Chris- 
tians with incredible prowess : none among 
all the host of the Turks was more eyed, for 
the great feats which he atchieved. Were all 
the great feats to be related which every 
knight performed that day, it wouLI be to 
begin a relation which would be endless ; die 
battle endured a long time bloody and cruel, 
but so equal that a man could i)ot judge 
which side had the most advantai^e. 

But as the force of the eneflii^s' qumbcrs 
bej^an now to be felt, and seven giants canie 
in fresh aipong them, the Christian'^ were 
enforced to retire. The giant Almourol, 
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whdihad all this while kept company with 
king Recindos his lord, seeing that one of 
the giants, called Dramoran, was coming 
against him with a mace charged with many 
spikes, the throng making way as he came, 
slept forward before the king. Recindos 
willing to requite his loyalty with the like 
aid, as he had ever been wont to do, seeing 
another giant coming in aid of DramoraDi 
his heart never being used to refuse any dan- 
ger, he advanced and met him in his courage. 
Recindos was now an old man, weary, and 
out of the custom of such dangers, and suc- 
cour failing him, the blows of Trafamor, as 
this giant was called, came on him withsudi 
force, that the edge of his sword piercing 
through to his very entrails, he fell at hit 
feet, thus giving that end to his life whicl 
he had alway desired for it. At this poinl 
of time the great Palmerin of England 
came up, weary and worn with what he hac 
done that day, and covered with blood, hfc 
own as well as his enemies' ; he seeing tbt 
great disaster which had befallen, attackec 
Trafamor. Some time they fought, none 
coming near lo seipw^le them, till in fio^ 
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Trafamor paid for the death of Reci^os^ 
and Palmerin was left in such state that 
he was forced to leave the battle ; and by the 
commandment of Primaleon, he was carried 
into the city^ where he iainted while his 
wounds were drest^ by reason he had lost 
such abundance of his blood. 

Almourol and Dramoran were sundered. Tlie 
death of Recindos king of Spain was pre- 
sently blazed through the army ; which was 
such heavy news to Arnedos king of France^ 
his cousin^ and singular good friend^ that 
making no account of his life^ as one who 
did not desire to live longer^ he threw himself 
amongst the thickest of his enemies^ where 
seeking to revenge the death of the king of 
Spain^ he fell covered with wounds, and by 
him Onistaldo, son to king Recindos, who 
b great agony of mind followed Arnedos, 
to revenge his father's death and seek his 
own. 

■uieexceeding great sorrow which Primaleon, 
Don Duardos, and the other princes resented 
^t these deaths, so overpowered their hearts. 
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that they ran amongst the thickest of their 
cnciuics^ and laid on load like desperate meD| 
nor could thing which they did now yield 
them any contentment : the knight of the 
Savage Man^ on whose shield no manner of 
device could be discerned^ it was so hacked 
and broken in pieces, came unto the giaat 
Dramoran, who already bore good marks 
from Almourol's hands^ and handled him in 
such knightly order, that he satisfied bis 
wrath upon him, and slew him ; but he him- 
self was not so little punished as to be able 
to do more that day. 

Belcar and king Polendos, who were not they 
that had done least in this battle, having ad- 
vanced farther than help could follow thenij 
were surrounded by more than a hundred of 
the king of Etolia's knights, and were in the 
end, having made valiant slaughter amoig 
them, enforced to pay the sharp tribute 
which death demandeth of nature. Sach 
grief did the bruit of these deaths carry with 
it, that all now fought like men who cared 
not for their own lives.. At this time prince 
Beroldo of Spain returning to the battle, 
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iieard thatRecindos his lather^ and OuistaiJo 
his brother, were slain; at this heavy crricf, 
being bereft of his judgment, like; a bruto 
creature without discourse of reason, he 
rushed among the thickest of the eiMMiiy, 
working wonders among then:, and aiinino: 
to reach the place where his father l;iy, and 
there die beside him and his brother, that 
lie might not endure this insupportable sor- 
row. 

Floraman followed close after liim, butcher- 
ing the Turks on every side ; and as Beroldo 
wras dearly loved by many, many laboured to 
be with him in that danger, and they follow- 
ed bim with such good will, that it seemed now 
as if all the labour of the day had no whic 
abated of their strength. . Among them all 
he that made the greatest display of prowess 
waa Florendos, who had n6\v neither armour 
nor shield, the strokes of the enemy having 
demolished all, and he had many wounds ; 
but the sorrow which he resented for these 
deaths suffered him not to feel other pain. 
Certes, this battle may be reputed for the 
most cruel and perilous, and this day the 
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most dolorous^ that ever nature appointed; 
for besides so many deaths of famous princes 
and renowned knights^ another sorrowful 
and unwonted spectacle arose; for there you 
might have seen Don Rosuel and Belisarte 
break through the press of their enemiesi 
without either fear or regard of their own 
lives, calling out for their noble father prince 
Belcar ; and Francian on the other side for 
his father, king Polendos. Every one then, 
they being such personages and so near allied 
to the emperor, followed after them, to see 
to their succour. 

Beroldo at length came to the place where 
his father lay slain ; there he found Almourol: 
that true and loyal giant had lost his belmeti 
his hair was hanging loose about his bloody 
face, his eyes were full of tears, and tears and 
blood were streaming down his cheeks toge- 
ther, and the whole countenance of the man 
was so terrible, that it struck fear into any 
one. He bad taken his sword in both 
hands, and was fighting right valiantly, aud 
crying aloud for sorrow the while; seven or 
ei^lit knights had he laid dead at his feet, 
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and there in that place was he resolved that 
his own body should be laid ht'eless b\so, in 
token of the great faith and love and loyalty 
which he had ever borne to his master king 
Recindos. And though he was now at the 
last extremity, for he had many deadly 
wounds, yet his strong anger upheld him. 
Prince Beroldo still forcing on upon the 
enemy, did not meet with such slender re- 
sistance that he could have made way fur- 
ther ; and if at that time the emperor Vernao, 
Primaleon, Florendos, and Blandidon, had 
not come to his succour, his heart would 
then have found its desire, which was to die 
beside his father. Primaleon laboured all 
he could to get the giant Almourol forth of 
the battle, because he was without a helmet, 
his armour broken very much, and his hody 
wounded in many places; but his faithl'ul 
brutishness \\ as accompanied with such ron- 
stancy, that he was not to be persuaded. 
The enemies now began to bear hither- 
wards, for the soldan of Persia, who some 
time since had left the battle, having now 
recovered strength, entered the field anew 

2 G 2 
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with refreshed troops, and hearing of thefeaU 
of Ahnourol, betook himself there. Who- 
so had then seen the gallant behaviour of 
Primaleon and Florendos his son^ in defend- 
ing Almourol from the enemies' fury, be 
having his head unarmed, would have ima- 
gined the very type of knightly valour to 
consist in these two. A sorrowful thing it 
was to see Almourol determined to seek hii 
own death, and not be able to persuade hiin 
from that mind. 

With these fresh troops came the giant 

Gromato, a giant of surpassing force, who 

breaking through tlie enemy came up to 

Almourol, whom all the rest feared ; but the 

brave Florendos stept forward to protect his 

old friend ; and certes, there Florendos had i 

come to his end, sorely handled as he was, 

and alibis armour'having been demolished,if 

Almourol had not sprung on and grappled 

will) Gromato, before he could deliver one 

blow. Then the press thickened on both 

sidijs, each party striving to suocour their 

champion. In fine, Almourol died in Gro- 

mato's hands, w^oiv yihom Beroldo laid 
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ch load df blows^ that he also died at the 
me time. 

3w began the courage of the Christians to 
crease worthily, in that they were stronger 
that place than the Turks ; for the soldan 

Persici was conveyed forth of the battle, 
'reason of a wound that he had received 

the throat: so that the soldaii Belagriz 
und good opportunity to carry the bodies 

king Recindos and Onistaido his son 
rth of the field : Beroldo followed, because 
mself had lost so much blood, as he could 
andy hold out any longer. 

rimaleon neglected nothing: with his 
rength he fought, and with his eyes he 
itched ; and now he saw, on the other part 
'the field where Don Duardos was fighting, 
at the Christians were driven to the retire, 
r that Albayzar, accompanied with three 
ants and a number of knights, seeing them 
re travailed, came upon them with a fresh 
large : Don Duardos met his proud enemy 
ith such puissance, as for awhile to main- 
in the. fields his sons Pompides and Dali- 
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arte aiding him, and Platir, who with hii 
nruionr ali Hewn in pieces^ still presented 
himself to the chiefest danger, and Vasili- 
ardoy Frisoly Germam of Orleans, Lnymanei 
of Burgundy, Uoramonte, Albanis of Frisa^' 
Dragonalte, Don Uosiram de la Bruncbi 
Trciuorani Tenebror, Don Rosuel, Belisarte, 
and divers other knights ; but they were all 
now so foredone with weariness and many 
wounds, that maugre all their endeaToafi 
Albayzar began greatly to gain ground. 

Primaleon then left the soldan Belagriz and 
Blandidon to take charge of the field in his 
own part, and went with Florendos and Flo- ' 
raman to the aid of Don Duardosc baton 
the way he found his brother-in-law the em- 
peror Vernao, with Polinardo his brother, suT" 
rounded by the Turks, and in sore peril: for 
the king of Bythinia had slain the emperor's 
horse, which failing to the ground, brake 
one of his master's legs in the fall ; and he 
kneeling upon the other knee, was still fight- 
ing valiantly, and Polinardo who was on 
foot defended him so bravely, that his con- 
rage was now the life of his broUier. A 
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sorrowful sjglit it was to behold the emperor 
in this sad condition, who was so rare a prince 
and such a worthy knight. Pmnaleon, struck 
to the soul with grief, began to feel that 
Constantinople's hour of ill fortune was ar- 
rived, and in spite of his great courage and 
strong heart, he could not chusc but weep 
aloud ; and as one who would far rather 
have died himself than beheld such deaths, 
he made at the enemies, and laid upon 
them such mighty blows, that none dared 
stand before him. Florcndos and Floraman 
followed him, but not with equal force, for 
Florendos, as ye have heard, had neither 
shield nor armour, and could scarcely sup- 
port himself, so greatly was he overlaboured. 

Floraman settled himself against the king of 
Bytbinia, and held a terrible combat with 
iiim ; in fine, the king of Bythinia lost his 
lifcj and Primaleon seeing Floraman to be 
sore hurt, desired him to withdraw himself 
out of the battle. 

When the Turks that were conducted by the 
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king of Bytliinia^ saw their captain slain, 
they began to retire, by which means Pri- 
maleoii recovered and mounted Polinardo 
on horseback again : but the emperor Ver- 
luio was in such state that it was not possible 
to carry him out of the field ; and this gave 
occasion to risk the total destruction of all. 
For the king of Armenia came upon them 
with four thousand men, and this great sup- 
ply speedily recovering the ground which 
the Turks had lost, Primaleon was fain to 
alight from his horse, for the defence of his 
brother-in law, and in like manner did more 
than two hundred knights, many of whom 
there ended their lives like good and true 
iViends, among which were Ascarol, Lisbanel, 
Brandamor, Radiarte, Bramarim^ Argonalte, 
liujeraldo, Almadar, and Altaris, most of 
them being Spaniards, whom the loss of their 
king made careless of life. They did not 
however sell their lives so cheaply but that 
the king of Armenia, with more than five 
hundred of his people, perished also. How- 
beit all the resistance which was made for 
the emperor Vernao could not avail, and 
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lere lie also took his death. Then was h(f 
iken from the field and carried into the city, 
here all was misery and lamentations. 

)on Duardos now engaging Albayzar, dealt 
'ith him so manfully, that Ponipidcs, Platir, 
nd the others, had time to breathe, and then 
bey beat back the enemy. Albayzar had 
>een lost, if the giants who always accom- 
Minied him had not saved him. At this time, 
or it was now late, the trumpets on both 
Tides sounded a retreat, and the armies sepa- 
rated. Whoso had then seen Don Duardos, 
would have thought him well deserving of 
the great command he held ; for he withdrew 
his army with as much coolness, and provid- 
ed for every thing with the same thought and 
carefulness, as if he had not been labouring 
all that day, his armour the while being all 
»n pieces and covered with blood, and he 
himself having many wounds. Belagriz and 
Primaleon assisted him in ordering the re- 
treat, and after they were all placed in array 
the Christians betook themselves to the city, 
and the Turks returned to their camp. 
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CHAPTER 167. 



After tliat liie Christian and Pugan princes* 
with their forces on either side separated, by 
the consent of Albayzar and Primaleon, the 
princes and knights thai were slain in tbc 
battle were carried thence to be interred. 
Dragonalte king of Navarre, and Pompides, 
had it in charge to remove the dead on their 
side, which was done before the troops ft- 
treated, and then under their own banners, 
all retreated in order to the city. Far more 
d -jlurous did this retreat appear than thebatr 
lie itself had done ; for they carried with 
them the dead bodies of king Arnedos of 
France, (Veriiao, Recindos, and Onist<ildo, 
had already been borne in,) king Polendos> 
Belcar, Mayotles \\\<iGxx\.v\d Khan, Dridem 



347 

is sou, and the giant Alinourol : and au 
hese were such great and excellent person?, 
ind their sons and kinsmen were there prc- 
ent, and had none now before them ou 
k'Vhom to give vent to their sorrowful rage 
xnd execute vengeance, it all discharged it- 
self in tears, they seeing their dead friends, 
M'hose friendship and conversation they had 
DOW for ever lost. The body of each prince 
Hvas surrounded by his children and friends 
and vassals, who went weeping aloud, and 
telling of the great feats which ihey had in 
their lives atchieved; and then those recol- 
lections brought afresh to niind their own 
great loss, in that such excellent knights were 
taken from them ; and they called upon them 
by their names, as if they could have an- 
swered, and perceiving how impossible a 
thing that was, brake out into louder cries 
and more dolorous lamentations, calling upon 
the whole world to join them in their sorrow. 
In this manner, when night had closed, they 
reached the city, where they found the em- 
press, accompanied with the queens of France 
and Spain, Gridonia her daughter-in-law, 
Basilia, empress of Ailemaign, her daughter, 
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queen I'lcrida, Miraguarda, Polinarda, Li* 
onarda of" Tlirace, Francelina, Cardiga the 
Avife of Almoiirol, Arlanza the wife of Dramu- 
ziaiido, with all the other princesses and ladies 
whose dearest friends were in the field, bewail- 
ing over the bodies of the ernperor Vernao, 
king Hecindos of Spain, and Onistaldo his 
son. JNIost of these came out to meet them 
with tlicir hair dishevelled, for thev kneff 
their unhappiness, and each enquired for that 
which most grieved her. Wheii the queea ^ 
of France and Francelina saw their husbands 
dead and mangled, and others their brothers 
and their sons covered with wounds and 
blood, it mav well be believed that this was 
one of the most miserable things in the 
world : and as women in sudden passions 
have less endurance, and think ' every 
thing is to be expressed by tears and cries, 
they made their lamentation in such sort, 
that none could hear them without being 
moved to great compassion and joining in 
their cry. Some tore their hair, others their 
faces, not worthy of such handling. Ifl 
otliers the force of grief was such, that fall- 
ing down senseless, tUey were carried to their 
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hambers. Many dames and ladies broke 
iirough the ranks^ ^enquiring with pitiful 
Ties for their husbands^ sons^ and brothers^ 
tad they who found them^ found them in 
luch plight that they received them with 
lew pain and with poor hope of their re- 
covery. They who could learn no tidings 
vould have gone wildly into the fields where 
they had died^ and have died there also. Don 
Poardos with great difficulty prevented this. 
rhe empress of Allemaign and the queen of 
Spain embraced the bloody bodies of their 
husbands and bathed them with tears, and 
with the sleeves of their garments wiped their 
wounds^ kissing them many times ; long time 
did they thus employ themselves, and hardly 
could Primaleon and Don Duardos make 
them at last withdraw. 

This evil occasioned worse ; for most of the 
princes and knights were grievously wounded, 
tad had lost much blood, and not being 
looked to in time, this delay was of great 
hart to them, and some died inconsequence, 
by reason that their wounds filled with wind, 
and their weakness waxing more, gave oc- 



350 

easion to uinny deaths. But when they were 
beginning to retire, no one eould prevail on 
Cardiga, the wife of Almourol, to move ; she 
lield her husband in her arms, and with ter- 
rible howhngs, and words full of grief, be- 
wailed herself forlorn and wretched. There 
was not one of so hard heart, seeing her great 
misery, and remembering the manner of Al- 
mourol's death, who could tear her from the 
body ; and at the request of Don Duardos, 
queen Flerida, though well nigh beside her- 
self at the wounds of her husband and her 
sons, came to her and consoled her, and ac- 
companied her till the first violence of her 
sorrow had had its course. 

That same hour king Tarnaes saw to the 
interment of the dead, for to have delayed 
it would have been hurtful to the living, not 
allowmg them to provide for what was most 
needful : the ceremonies of their obsequies 
Were left for a more convenient season, when 
they might be '•uch as beseemed the great- 

}ncss of their persons. He gave order also 
for the cure of the wounded, and for keep- 

. ing the city, wViwVv \AV vVvA.\.uig]lit w^as watch- 
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nth great cries and lamentations. The 
hty emperor Palmerin, in whose ears all 
misery sounded, was not now able to 
ure such sorrow, and nature so deserted" 
I, that he lost all his bodily strength, his 
bs utterly failing him, and losing all feci- 
. His senses also clean forsook him now, 
i as his hour was come, these being the 
t tokens thereof, his Bird (of whom men- 
1 is Aiade in the chronicle of his feats*) 
d that night, uttering before its death the 
ee dolorous and fearful cries, according 
it had been foretold. And as all this hap- 
led during the night, and the night itself 
i dark and gloomy, it made it the more 
rful. When the morning came it brought 
joy with it, for they who had their hus- 
ads and children in the city found them 
ne dead, others near to it. They whose 
ir ones had not returned, went upon the 



^Imerin de Oliva, C. 13 1. This bird, which he had won 
n enchanted garden, was to die the same day as him- 
I &nd announce it by giving three such cries as it haU 
e when it was caught. 
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walls and towers, looking over the field, 
which was covered with arms and dead 
bodies ; and knowing that they whom they 
loved were among them, attempted to throvr 
themselves oft and accompany them. 

Neither did the enemies pass happier timei 
for they had suffered hke losses; many of 
their princes being slain, anct three giants, 
in whom they had placed great confidence. 
The sol dan of Persia was in the utmost dan- 
ger, and the physicians with little hope of 
his life ; Albayzar and many knights wound- 
ed, and more than fifteen thousand of their 
people dead in the field ; of the Christians 
there were fewer slain, less than three thou- 
sand. There was no joyful thing in the 
whole Turkish camp. Targiana, desirous of 
the life of her husband rather than of vic- 
tory, entreated him to return and abandon 
his enterprize, seeing how doubtful it was, 
and be contented with the death of so many 
and such great Christian princes. Armenia 
wept for her brother's life ; all was fear and 
desperation. But as this thing was to go 
on to the end, Aib^^'zoiV, after looking to the 
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;are of the wounded and burying the dead, 
jy advice of the chiefs of his army, sent 
back Targiana and Armenia into their own 
countries^ because that by their presence ancl 
womanish tears they weakened the hearts ot* 
those who saw them, and moreover were a 
hurt to the army, inasmuch as the part whicii 
needs remained for their protection, was 
thereby kept from the battle. This parting 
Targiana thought would be for ever, for so 
her heart foreboded. The princess Armenia 
h|td the same feeling, so that this was a new 
wretchedness, equal to any of the past. 
When they were out of the camp they turned 
their eyes to behold it once more, remem- 
bering how much they had left therein : then 
fiftiug them up towards Constantinople, an 
ill and gloomy aspect did they think that 
city presented, as if their destroyers were 
within its walls. These imaginations ac- 
companied them till they lost sight of it, and 
^en continued not long; for in women no 
^rrowful thought is of long continuance ; no 
S^ief lasts so long, but that when the first 
&rce is spent^ it is forthwith forgotten. 

2h3 
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So much was there to do with the wounded, 
both in the city and in the enemies' camp, 
that for twenty days there was no renewal 
of battle, during which time the emperor 
Pahncrin departed, being full of days, in the 
presence of the empress Polinarda, his wife 
and singular dear friend, with his daughters, 
his son, son-in-law, and grandchildren round 
about him, and many other princes, by whom 
he had been served and reverenced during 
his life, as if he had been their liege lord; 
thus it is that good and beneficent princes 
arc served in life and regretted in death. Let 
there not be any doubt concerning this, be- 
cause it doth not conform with what is writ- 
ten in the book* of the chronicle of his 
deeds, for the most ancient and authentic 
writers are agreed that his death took place 
in this manner, and at this time. The loss 
of his presence caused the more sorrow, in- 
asmuch as it befel at such a season ; for 
though by reason of his age, he could not 



* More accurately with the book of Primaleon, where his 
death is dlfFercntly related. 
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rith bis strength defend the people, never- 
iieless it seemed as if they were supported 
y the venerableness of his royal-person ; and 
1 trath, till the last he had been honoured, 
beyed, and reverenced as if he had been in 
ill vigour of mind to govern and command. 
[is obsequies were performed with as much 
Dnour as if time and fortune had allowed 
isure to prepare them. On the day of this 
ineral ceremony, all Constantinople went 
broad in black and mourning garments, 
Qd followed him to the place of burial; 
Dd all the banners and royal ensigns, and 
>ther rich and pr^gious I^arks of royalty 
/hich were in the city, were carried into the 
P'eat place opposite the palace, and rent in 
»eces, and there they were set fire to and 
^Qsumed to ashes; a notable thing this, 
ifter the manner of the old princes of the 
^entiles. Primaleon, in token of greater 
;rief, ordered all the battlements of the city 
vails to be levelled even with the wall, and 
-overed'the rest with black cloth. The em- 
press, against the will of many, accompanied 
he body with her daughters and the other 
Princesses, and all the dames and damsels 
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of the citj followed them. Any one 
judge what ft lamentation there would 
shall not speak of it, for there would 
end of the relation. All the stately ec 
in the city were pulled down. It ma}i 
be believed^ that as this prince was for 
and prowess the most excellent of all 
timesj so in the resentment of his 
greater excesses were shown than foi 
other. He was buried in the monast< 
Saint Clara, which he had built, and 
sepulchre which he had made for hi; 
The empress, with the queens of Franc 
Spain, and the wives of Polendos anc 
car, and the empress of Allemaign, beii 
widows^ remained in the monastery, ai 
they who had determined to forsak 
things of this worlds devoted themseh 
those of God. 
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CHAPTER 168, 



The emperor Palmerin being dead, and hii 
obsequies performed with imperial solemnity, 
and those of the emperor of Allemaign and 
of the other kings as well, it was not long 
before the second battle was fought. For 
so soon as the wounded were in condition 
for new dangers, they all longed to be at it^ 
and they determined to take the field, since 
by the show which the enemy had for two or 
three days made, it seemed they \yere de- 
«rous of battle. 

First of all they provided for the safeguard 
of the city, which was committed to the 
charge of king Tarnaes of Lacedemonia, 
*Qd the sage Daliarte,with five hundred horse- 



358 

men, and four thousand foot-men ; tfae rest 
of the Christians ivere divided into six 
several bands^ as they had been in the first 
battle. The first was conducted by Pri- 
maleon^ who had two thousand foot and 
five hundred horse. The second, being of 
the same number, was committed to king 
Floraman of Sardinia. The third to king 
E&trelaute of Hungary, being of the same 
number also. The fourth, of twothousand, 
to king Albanis of Frisa. The fifth, 'to 
Drapo:^ duke of Normandy, being alike in 
number. The sixth was under the charge of 
Don Duardos, and comprized all the rest of 
the army. The soldan Belagriz with bis 
train, had the charge to give aid where be 
saw need required. 

A notable thing it was, and worthy of admi- 
ration, to behold the manner in which these 
knights departed from the city towards tbe 
field. They were all in black armour, in token 
of the grief with which they resented tbe 
death of the emperor and of the other 
princes, and their shields of the same colour, 
without any devices, a thing which not only 
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made a show of sorrow, but also created 
sorrow in the hearts of those who bar« 
such mourning, and of those who beheld it* 
And that there might be nothing among 
them but what should bear testimony of 
moarning, their horses were likewise trap- 
ped in black. Certes, sad hope was to be 
drawn from a display so sorrowful. And the 
more to express their inward heaviness, they 
would have neither drum nor trumpet with 
them, nor any kind of instrument used in 
war, to stir up the spirits of the soldiers, and 
to rejoice them. They sought that day for 
every thing which could make show of sad- 
Bess, and rejected all cheerful appearances, as 
thiags unnecessary and out of season for 
their resolve. These things occasioned sad- 
Qess among themselves, and struck also a 
dismay into the enemy, when they saw the 
whole multitude as if already drest for the 
grave, with a sort of majestic and mortal 
dignity, all covered with black, a colour 
among all others held to be the most jklolo- 
rous and meet for mourning, without one 
bright banner or gallant device, such as are 
wont to be displayed in such times, and on 
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tiuch occasions. Their beavers were all closed, 
that nothing in any countenance might be 
discerned which was not in unison with their 
attire ; and this made the spectacle more 
dolorous, and made it seem rather a ghostly 
than a human sight, lliey marched into 
the field without voice or sounds silently, so 
that the very silence made them seem not to 
be earthly. The footmen came after, attired 
in black likewise^ and in Hke manner having 
laid aside all that was of chearful semblance. 
The hilts of their weapons were coloured 
black; they were without drums and fifes, 
which should have stirred their spints, and 
modulated their steps; but silently and in 
perfect order followed their leaders. Well 
might it be understood, what unfeigned love 
and affection they bare to the emperor, and 
how ihey could not forget what gracious 
and friendly entertainment he was wont to 
make to his very enemies. A thing which 
all princes ought to have in regard, and 
in remembering the great virtue of this 
famous emperor, to govern their kingdoms 
in such sortj as the people may rather 
know what a grievous loss they have by the 
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fleath of such a prince^ than to behave them- 
selves in such manner as their subjects shall 
rejoice to be rid of their governor. The 
sight of their enemies in this array ex- 
cited great admiration in the Turks^ and 
much more than ever did they stand in fear 
of them^ judging that they who came out 
to battle, so unlike living men, would fight 
like men that did not desire to continue such ; 
and well believing that they who displayed 
80 great resentment of the loss of their 
friendsj would labour till death to take ven- 
geance and to accompany them. Albayzar^ 
in whose mind such thoughts were passings 
knew the danger of his people, and the dis- 
may which they felt ; and began like a rare 
md courageous commander to chear and 
bearten them with chearful words, full of con- 
fidence^ telling them that by what they saw 
of their enemies their hope of victory ought 
to be certain ; for like men who knew that 
defeat must betide them, they camemourning 
already for their own destruction : and since 
the gods had given ihem this day of ven- 
jgeance, which had been so long withheld, he 
bade them now avail themselves of favoura- 

VOL. IV. ^ I 



362 

ble fortune, and aid it by their strength an 
courage, that for lack thereof they migl 
not lose the guerdon which fortune now pr 
sentcd. What did tlie mourning with whit 
the walls of Constantinople were hung sii 
nify, but that the city already gives itsc 
up as yielded int© the hands of its coi 
querors? And since it was in their hands i 
win all, or in their weakness to lose all, I 
bade them remember that those whom the 
saw before them were the same enemi( 
with whom they had fought in the former bai 
tie, and whose strength ihey had tried, ft 
ffewer in number than they then had been, an 
deprived of the help of all those excellen 
princes and captains who had then been slain 
finally, he laid before them Ihe renown c 
the victory, which should be the recom 
pence of all their travails, and a sufficien 
revenge for the death of their forefathen 
who had lost their lives before the walls c 
Constantinople, and whose blood called ou 
for vengeance, and for atonement, there t 
be taken, before those walls and upon thos 
^nemies^ 
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When he had used these and such like 
speeches to them, they began to wax desi- 
rous of the battle; and chasing all their former 
fears out of remembrance, they marched on 
after the same manner as thev did in the first 
battle, saving that they were under the 
charge of other captains, for that they which 
conducted them before were slain. The 
manner in which their horsemen advanced 
was also well worthy to be seen, and the great 
havock which had been made among them ; 
for albeit they did not come forth with such 
sad show as they of Constantinople, yetwai 
their display little splendid, there being no 
arms among them but what bore marks of 
their enemies' blows. All the bravery of 
their coat-armours was gone, they were 
broken in many places, and the ^colours 
stained and defaced ; ^their helmets were 
bruised and battered, their corslets hacked 
and hewn, their shields of slighter resistance 
than seemed needful for such a day's work, 
and the devices thereof destroyed, without 
vestige of what they had been ; the fury of 
their antagonists had demolished all. AU 
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their aitnour was stained with htood^ a pity- 
ful thing to see^ if any one could pity those 
who had been the authors of his misery. 
Certes^ it might plainly be seen^ that on the 
one side all was sorrow^ and on the other 
blood and unhappiness^ and the minds of all 
wrought up for farther evil. 

The battles being arrayed, Primaleon on 
the part of the Christians took the van, 
accompanied, as knights-adventurers, by 
his son-in-law Palmerin, the knight of the 
Savage, Florendos, Platir, Pompides, Blan- 
didon, Don Rosuel, Belisarte, Dragonalte/ 
and all the young and famous knighis of the 
court. The giant Dramuziando went with 
them, in whom more than in all the other the 
mourniul harness which he wore made the 
most dolorous display. 

On the enemies' side, the king of Etolia led 
the foremost battle, wherein was the most 
puissant knights in all the Turkish army, 
they being desirous to be in the onset. Among 
them was the giant Framustante, who de* 
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sired above all other things to encounter 
Dramuziando^ because of the hatred which 
there was between them. But when they were 
about to charge on both sides^ the Christi- 
ans only waiting for the signal which the 
Turks would sound with their instruments^ a 
thing befel which delayed them for more 
than two hours^ contrary to the wishes of 
both armies. 

The city of Constantinople, as you have 
heard before, was committed to the charge 
of king Tarnaes of Lacedemonia, and the 
sage Daliarte. Now it is written in the 
Chronicles of those times from which this 
history hath been taken, that this sage, who 
was learned in art magic, discovered by 
his art that the city of Constantinople would 
now be brought to its final destruction, and 
that Primaleon with all the rest of its de- 
fenders, and his own father, Don Duardos, 
would perish in that battle ; and that though 
most of the Turks would come to the same 
end, and be slain also, yet some would be 
left, who should get possession of the city : 
though in this his art something deceived him • 
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And that these conqDerors might not have 
at their mercj the honoars, Jives^ and 
persons of so many rare princesses^ high 
horn ladies, and worthy dames, so lately 
married, and most of them now great with 
child, PS also that the fruit which was to be 
expegtiid from them might not be lost, he 
with his art and knowledge raised by virtue 
of enchantments s, dark apd obscure cloud, 
which shadowed the light of the firmament 
in such sort, as not only the city was so 
wrapt in the cloud, as it was not possible to 
discern it, but they in ^he field also were co- 
vered with this thick darkness, so that nei- 
ther could ihey see each other, nor had they 
the power to break through it , and they 
remained in amazement awhile, not knowing 
what this might be. Meantime, he still using 
his art magic, gathered into this cloud the 
empress Polinarda with the other queens 
and ladies who had retired into the mona^' 
tery of Saint Clara, and all the other prin- 
cesses and ladies, they being all cast into a 
deep sleep, and in that manner he conveyed 
them that same day to the Perilous Island, 
which Palmerin had bestowed on him : and 
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he shadowed the Isle likewise^ by his en* 
chantment, in such maDner, that it was never 
seen more till time and his pleasure gave oc- 
casion. These ladies were surprised with mar- 
vellous admiration^ when they found them- 
selves not in Constantinople, but in a strange 
land ; and though it was a pleasant and de- 
lightsome land, and the palace wherein they 
were placed was great and sumptuous^ yet 
they took possession of it with greater lamen- 
tations than they could have used in taking 
leave of Constantinople, had they known 
when they departed from it ; and the sorrow- 
ful remembrances of what they had left 
there was a greater grief to them than any 
other loss ; and well did they conceive that 
this transport of them which had thus heei\ 
wrought, had not been done unless some 
great evil had happened. This made them 
more sorrowful. But as they will be spoken 
of in due season, the history returns to king 
Tarnaes at Constantinople, who, after the 
cloud was vanished away, and the day clear 
again^ seeing that the empress and all the 
other ladies were gone, and Daliarte also, 
conceived such extreme fear within himself^ 
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that what with that and the weakness of his 
body^ he died suddenly. In the city there was 
now none to take upon himself the guard 
thereof, for all who were therein gave them- 
selves up for lost : in the field that which 
fortune had ordained came to pass. 
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CHAPTER 16a 



The dark cloud being gone out of sight, 
whither Daliarte guided it, the day began to 
Wax clear again, and the armies could see 
each other drawn up ready for thecharge. But 
as the Christians were about to give the on- 
set, they heard a most lamentable and piti- 
ful outcry, which made them stay their 
hands ; and looking about to see the causi^ 
of this, they saw a great many wom^n and 
damsels come forth of the city, with theii^ 
hair dispersed abroad over their shoulders, 
and wringing their hands in very grievous 
manner. For they finding the city thus 
left desolate, with none therein for their 
succour and defence, came into the field j^ 
to their husbands, brethren, sons, and kins-* 
men; seeing they could promise to them^ 
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selves no assurance in the city, they came 
to them to look for protection, and die with 
them in the field. 

Don Duardos and Primaleon were so amaz- 
ed at the clamour of these women, that they 
caused their ensigns to stay, and command- 
ed the horsemen not to break their array, 
till they had understood the cause ; greatly 
blaming the neglect of king Tarnaes aad 
Daliarte : and they sent Pompicfes and Pla- 
tir to bring them certain tidings. But whea 
these two knights returned and told them 
after what manner king Tarnaes had died, 
and how the sage Daliarte was gone, no man 
could tell whither; they began to think 
within themselves, that both they and all 
their train were brought to such extremity, 
as fortune had concluded to finish the me- 
mory of their knightly deeds by delivering 
their lives to the sword ef their enemies. 
They did likewise persuade themselves, that 
Daharte absented himself for no other oo- 
caaion, but only because he perceived their 
general destruction was at hand; and in 
this respect, they judged he had provided 
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some refuge for the empress and the ladies^ 
that their enemies might not triumph in 
their misfortunes, to the greater misery of 
their lords and husbands. Whereupon they 
concluded by general determination, to 
withdraw themselves into the city to make 
provision for the defence thereof, before 
they would enter the battle with their ene- 
mies. For certes, it was a pitiful sight to 
behold^ how the women and children came 
to look for protection among them, and how 
old men with grey heads and white beards, 
being so weak and feeble with age that they 
were fain to support themselves with their 
staves, desired that they might rather enter 
the battle, and there end their lives, than 
live to see this last succour perish, and then 
be miserably butchered with the women. 

Great was the sorrow of Don Duardos, Pri- 
Qialeon, and all the other princes, finding 
the palace in such a desolate state, neither 
:he empress, the princesses, nor any of the 
)ther ladies there ; this vexed their minds 
vith inexpressible grief. They went into 
heir accustomed chambers; and not finding 
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them there to whom they were most affec- 
tionate, their very souls were ready to forsake 
their bodies ; for the young princes enjoying 
their sweet ladies so short a time, for whose 
sakes they had suffered so many bitter brunts, 
they thought themselves not able to live, be- 
ing deprived of their company^ whom they 
honoured with most pure and unfeigned af* 
fection. And now their pains were great- 
er than ever they had been before, and this 
mishap more grievous to them than all 
the dangers past, because their ladies were 
the rewards of their knightly victories ;bat 
having thus strangely lost them, they were 
out of hope to enjoy the sight of them any 
more, wherefore they seemed as men depriv- 
ed of their senses, looking ghastly and fear- 
fully one upon another, knowing not which 
way to comfort or redress their present hea- 
viness. 

In this case the Christian princes remained 
for the space of three days, without offer- 
ing their enemies battle ; during which time 
Primaleon made conveyance of the aged 
men, with the women and children, in the 
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night time, to divers of his castles and foi'* 
tresses near adjoining ; and then the city be- 
ing rid of these embarrassments, gnef pass- 
ing into rage, he caused the walls of the 
city to be beaten flat to the ground, and all 
the sumptuous dwellings which stood within ; 
which was thought good by the advice of 
every one to be so done, and that for two 
especial causes. The first, that it would more 
animate and embolden the Christians in the 
time of battle, seeing themselves despoiled of 
the place wherein they might else have re- 
posed their assurance of safety. The other, 
that the enemies should not enjoy their plea- 
sant and stately homes, neither vaunt how 
they had destroyed Constantinople, if so be 
fortune allotted them the victory* 

This destruction of Constantinople availed 
^o in another way : for the inhabitants of 
the city, seeing it so spoiled even to the very 
first foundation thereof, conceived such ha- 
tred against the Turks, as gave them new 
ttrength and courage, and they went out to 
battle more for hatred and the strong thirst 
•f vengeance, than for any thought of vic- 
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tory. In this mood they took the field once 
more, being arrayed in the same order as be- 
fore, and having increased the battles with 
all those soldiers who had then been left for 
the defence of the city, 

Albayzar, whom the destruction of Constan- 
tinople had stricken with dismay, as knowing 
M'ell the intent of his enemies therein, com- 
manded his captains to place their men in 
array, bade the trumpets sound, and tlie 
king of Etolia to give the onset with the 
first division, which was under his command. 
Primaleon prepared himself to receive him, 
and giving his horse the spurs, he prevailed 
so fortunately in the encounter, that he made 
the king of Etolia measure his length on the 
ground; but he was quickly succoured by his 
men, and remounted. Palmerin of England 
ran against prince Arjelao, and met him with 
such puissance as his lance pierced clean 
through his body, so that he fell to the ground 
stark dead; the hke did the knight of the 
Savage Man to a valiant knight named Ri- 
cardasso, who was esteemed a singular cap- 
tain amongst the Turks : Florendus, Platir, 
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Graciano, Beroldo, and the other famous 
knights^ encountered each with him whom 
fortune had opposed to him^ and all had the 
vantage over their enemies. Of the others 
many were smote down on both sides, Fra- 
mustante and Dramuziando failing in their 
encounter^ passed by each other : and though 
ihe press was so great that they could not 
turn for another career, as they wished, yet 
the strong desire they had to pursue their 
lattle to the end, and see who had the van- 
tage, made them think of nothing else ; so 
letting go their spears, because amid so great 
a throng they could not make use of them, 
they drew their swords and began their com- 
bat. 

The Christians behaved themselves so wor- 
thily at this first encounter, that the king of 
Etolia, though his men were twice so many 
ID number as they with Primaleon, and 
though he and many others did wonders in 
the van, being not able to endure tke prowess 
of Primaleon, Palmerin, and the others, was 
fain to fall back upon the second battle, 
vhich was conducted by the king of Caspia. 



376 

He advanced with them, and charged so hot- 
ly as to bring many to the earth; Primaleott 
again arraying his men, resisted him so 
bravely, that he held the matter in suspense, 
not losing a foot of ground. Whoso had 
seen the great Palmerin of England at that 
hour, might well have seen that the remem- 
brance of Polinarda was working in hioii 
and that in the desire of seeing her once more 
he thought his single arm could overthrow 
the whole host of enemies. Florendos also, 
and he of the Savage, and prince Beroldo, 
and Graciano and the others, made such ha- 
vock among them, that the field, was dyed 
with the work of their hands. The great 
Primaleon, not being the one that gained 
I^ast honour that day, did his endeavour so 
bravely, that the Turks for their last remedy 
were fain to charge with their third battle, 
of which the soldan of Persia was captain ; 
and in sooth he had made a great slaughter 
of the Christians, if it had not been for Ho- 
raman, ffho came up to their support. 
Palmerin, who hated thjs soldan in his heart 
because of his proposal to marry his lady 
Polinarda, ^countered him and bore him to 
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the ground. This brought the whole brunt 
•f the battle that way ; for the Turks labour- 
ed earnestly to mount the soldan again^ and 
.Primaleon to aid Floraman^ who was like- 
wise cast beside his horse. And by reason 
of the great eagerness of the Christians to 
help Floraman^ they had forgotten Dramu- 
ziando^ who in another part of the field was 
still battling with Framustante^ both being 
Jiow on foot, for their horses were no longer 
able to carry them. Both were wounded, 
though the wounds were nothing great, and 
both being wearied, fought with little vi- 
gour; nevertheless Dramuziando appeared 
to have the better wind. But this would 
little have availed him if. he of the Savage 
had not come up, for Framustante, with the 
help of Grantor, a knight of great prowess, 
would now have slain him. Fortune how- 
ever, who had reserved hirn for farther ex- 
ploits, would so have it that the famous 
knight of the Savage, his great friend, came 
that way, and seeing him in that peril, brake 
way through the enemies, and came up to 
Grantor : and though he found stout resis- 
.tance in him, laid on such heavy load of 
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blows, which so bewildered him that be could 
not help himself/ till in fine he fell at bis 
enemy's feet for pure weariness, and there 
expired, no succour being able to save h\t^. 
By this time so many Turks flocked to that 
place, that both be and Dramuziando would 
have been in great danger, if king Estrelante 
of Hungary had not succoured them with the 
third battle. And then peradventure Fra- 
mustante would have been slain, if Albay- 
?5ar, who had alway his eyes upon him, 
had not ordered lall the remaining battles to 
charge. Don Duardos seeing the peril of 
his friends, did the like. Then was. there sQ 
great an uproar, as if the whole world were 
engaged in battle. 

He of the Savage, being mounted, seeing 
Albayzar coming with his lance charged in 
his rest, took a spear, and gave his horse 
the spur, to meet him. Albayzar, who knew 
him by his shield, came against him, for 
they twain hated each other mortally on 
account of Targiana, which, as ye have 
heard heretofore, was the principal cause of 
the coming of the Turks to Constantin- 
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•pie. Neither of them missed his encounter ; 
Albayzar was fain to catch hold about the 
neck of his horse to shun the fail ; but the 
other's horse was so weary with travail^ that 
what with that and the force of the shocks he 
fell to the ground. He of the Savage, how- 
ever^ leapt out of the saddle quickly, so that 
|ie sustained no harm. Albayzar recovered 
his seat, and then with the help of his men 
endeavoured to surround him, and get him 
in the midst of them. But Dramuziando 
md the knight of the Savage^ being both a« 
foot, so bestirred themselves with their 
swords, smiting and slaying all before them, 
that none dared come nigh them ; yet 
must they needs have perished, if the soldan 
Belagriz had not arrived there with four 
thousand horse, reserved to carry succour 
wherever it was most needed ; and thrusting 
in upon the Turks with great puissance^ 
they rescued Dramuziando, and brought him 
forth of the army to rest himself awhile ; and 
they mounted Florian on horseback again, 
in spite of the enemy. Framustante also, on 
the other side, was removed from the field, 
because of the great need he had to take rest. 
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At this time, the greatest hurly-burly was 
where Primaleon commanded ; for Palmerin 
was on foot, and grappling with the soldaa 
of Persia, and Polinardo with Ferabroca; 
which caused the knights on all sides to 
hasten to this conflict. The king of Etolia> 
accompanied with five hundred knights on 
foot, came to help the soldan of Persia; but 
Beroldo, remembering the death of king 
Recindos his father, joined in fight with 
him. Don Duardos came thither to assist 
his friends, and so did Albayzar on the be- 
half of the soldan of Persia, bringing with 
him many knights ; and four giants, who 
were fresh, entered the field, whose presence 
did much terrify the Christians, so that many 
of them durst not abide the fight with such 
monsters. 

Yet could not all these knights and giants 
avail so much but that Palmerin of England 
by fine force of arms slew the* soldan of 
Persia, making him yield up the ghost 
under his hands, he himself remaining in 
such condition that he was still able to show 
his strength elsewhere: whereat the Turks 
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were dismayed^ for next to Albayzar he 
was the chief person in the army. The 
grief which they resented for his death greatly 
increased their rage. But the joy for this 
victory of Palmerin over the soldan was 
greatly abated by the death of Polinardo, 
who doing battle with Fera^roca, a knight of 
great account, and not being so well suc- 
coured as his antagonist^ ended his life, 
covered with wounds ; yet sold he it so 
clearly, that Ferabroca himself, and many 
others, bore him company. The death of 
Polinardo was a new grief to his friends and 
companions, in tliat the emperor Vernao his 
brother having been killed in the first battle, 
the empress Basilia, seeing her lord and hus- 
band gone, reposed all her hope and comfort 
on him. Florendos, whose grief could not be 
expressed for the death of his kinsman Poli- 
nardo, because they had been nourished all 
their youth together in the emperor's court, 
a thing which greatly increaseth friendship, 
to revenge the death of his dear friend and 
companion, ran fiercely amongst the thickest 
of his enemies. The first he met withal was 
the giant Pandolfo, who holding a mighty 
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uiace in his hand^ advanced himself agaiDSt 
him. Then bei^an a fierce and terrible 
combat between them^ so that within a 
while, the giant Pandolfo railed and blas- 
phemed against his gods horribly, that one 
knight should be able so long towithsund 
him, he being wont to vanquish every one 
thai entered fight with him, by reason of his 
marvellous strength. Florendos supported 
himself in this combat more by his skill and 
activity than by ttaj thing else. At this 
time the battle was so hot on all sides, that 
none could give eye to another, every one 
having enow to do in looking to himself. 
For this reason, Pandolfo being feebly 
seconded, Florendos got the better of him 
in such sort that he brought him down and 
slew him, he himself being so marked by his 
hands that he could scant support himself. 

Beroldo of Spain, who was. fighting hand to 
hand with the king of Etolia, demeaned him- 
self so valiantly, that maugre all the resis- 
tance that king could make, he slew him 
there outright. But as Albayzar now came 
up fvith the force of a ^reat n^uUitudej uei* 
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tber Don Duardos^ Priinaleoti, nor the other 
princes^ could oppose resistance enough to 
have saved him from the fury of the enemy, 
but there he must have died, performing ac- 
tions worthy of himself^ and of the son of 
such a father^ if the soldan Belagriz with 
his body of helpers had not come up ; and 
they bore him out of the fields but in such 
condition that he seemed rather a dead man, 
than one that had any life left in him ; and 
in this prder he was brought to Pasencio, 
the emperor's chief chamberlain, who had 
the charge given him of the wounded per- 
sons, because he was very skilful therein, 
and being a man of great age, did not enter 
the fight. The opinion of prince Beroldo's 
death was such grief to his friends, as they 
rather desired to bear him company, than 
to live after such losses : for this renewed in 
them the remembrance of the death of king 
Recindos of Spain, his father, of the emperor 
Vemao, and the other princes, all which made 
victory so sad, that there was none who de- 
sired it ; for though it should thus hardly be 
gained at last, ill could it be enjoyed when 
fuch dear friends were lost. 
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The knight of the Savage Man seeing the 
great slaughter that Albayzar made of his 
friends, pricked through to the place where 
he was, and came unto him with these words : 
Now is the time, Albaj'zar, which alloweth us 
the opportunity to satisfy our long desired 
revenge of each other ; and because we two 
are the occasions of all this trouble, I pray 
let this quarrel be ended between thee and 
me, and let not those who are innocent in 
this matter lose their lives for our offences. 

I am so glad, said Albayzar, to meet witb 
thee, that 1 desire no other good and no 
other victory ; and having once conquered 
thee, I care not how soon my own life be lost 
With this bitter will on both sides they be- 
gan mortally to smite at each other ; this 
combat however did not endure long, for the 
giant Altropo came up in aid of Albayzar, 
and began to lay at him of the Savage with a 
mace, with the which he had done great hurt 
that day. Albayzar seeing them engaged, 
and that the Turks were losing ground in 
that part of the field where Don Duardos 
fought, went to ^ii^^ort them in person, as 
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he ever did wbere there was most need. 
With his coming they recovered their ground, 
for he was accompanied by excellent knightSj 
and moreover his presence animated every 
thing. He of the Savage remained some 
while in battle with Altropo, and as he was 
somewhat weary with the great endeavours 
which he had made all that day^ and remem- 
bered how needful it was that he should save 
himself for farther work^ he availed himself 
of all his skill and slight^ avoiding deliverly 
the blows of his enemy^ till at last he laid 
him at bis feet. Withal, he himself was left 
in such plight^ that full willingly he would 
have gone forth of the battle to rest himself 
awhile, if the king of Parthia would have 
given him leave ; who bringing succour to 
that part^ came forth with a great body of 
knights, and compassed him round about. 
This was the hour in which he of the Savage 
displayed alibis worth ; for seeing that death 
surrounded him on all sides, he was resolved 
to sell his life at its full price. And in this 
desperation he fought in such a manner that 
none dared come nigh him, and they stood 
in such fear of him that they now attacked 
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him with missile we<npon<?, meaning so to 
overpower him. Any one who had s6en 
this knight in former times, and' kno^vn 
his deeds and customs, and should now have 
beheld him in this state, iil could his heart 
have endured the sight, without shedding 
tears : for in him there was ail valour and 
all strength, and all other graces and good 
manners which man could have: and no 
one who saw them thus about to perish, 
and him in the last extremity of life, would 
have desired to live himself, seeing him pe- 
rish. The news reached Primaleon, who 
laying aside all other considerations, made 
that way with some few who followed him* 
Palmerin went with him : the labour of the 
day had not yet made him appear wearied ; 
and now seeing his brother on foot, wound- 
ed in many places, compassed round about 
with enemies^ and well nigh buried with 
weapons, he brake his way through thein^ 
like a man who was come to take vengeance. 
On the other side, many knights came up^ 
and among them the giant Molearco^ who 
was of terrible stature and marvellous 
strength. These so stiffly iesisted the fury 



387 

of Primaleon, Palmerin, and the others, that 
belbre they could get bitn oF the Savage 
out of the (ield, many were tliey on both 
sides who took their death. 1 hen on the 
part of the Turks, the king of Parthia was 
slain^ and Luymeno his son, and Antistio 
his brothei, with many other notable knights ; 
and of the Christians, Tenebror and Tran- 
cian, which was great sorrow and great 
losf, they being excellent in arms^ and of 
that royal lineage. 

Now began the fight to be carried on with 
groans and sobs and dolorous iamentations; 
and these were the more increased in the 
part where Don Duardos fought, becaustr it 
was said that they were killi.i^ Biandidon. 
When this news reached the suklan Bciagriz 
his father, not able to endure the gnc oua 
passion which he resented, he entered ihe 
battle, crying out with aloud voice upon his 
son, for he had no other, ano loved Imn pass- 
ing well, as in truth his great prowess and 
chivalrous thewes deserved. So breaking 
way through the eucmies in the force oi this 
fury, without care or forethought, be came 
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to the place where his son was ; and seeing 
him stretched on the field and covered with 
wounds^ and that there w&s yet breath in him^ 
he threw himself from his horse^ meaning to 
die beside him. This was a lamentable thing ; 
for Blandidon^ whose senses had not yet 
whoUy forsaken him^ hearing the voice of 
the soldan his father, who was calling npon 
him in great anguish, opened his eyes a 
little, and strove to lift np his head to speak 
unto him ; but his feebleness not permitting 
this, he laid himself down again, and in this 
state was borne off the field and delivered to 
Pasencio. Then was the soldan so utterly 
mastered by exceeding grief, seeing what his 
son had done, and thinking he was dead, 
that being full of this strong passion, he 
neither spake, nor had power to speak, and 
his heart was so overcharged, that giving him 
no time to breathe, it burst, and he died 
there-right : yet making such proof of his 
prowess, that he carried with him some o€ 
those with whom he combated. These tid- 
ings came to Primaleou and Don Duardos^ 
and each resented it greatly, for in the sol- 
dan they lost a xnavu ^^vWai m this danger. 
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His people, like true and loyal friends and 
ussals^ by fine force doing wonJers in arms, 
and at the cost of their blood, won his body 
and carried it from the field, meaning to 
give it burial answerable to his rank. And 
leaving some few in guard of it, they return 
ed to the fight, where fighting manfully^ 
without fear, and to revenge the death of 
their lord, they did great deeds in arms, and 
finally died that day in company with the 
rest. 

The great Palmerin of England seeing his 
brother carried out of the field, and not 
knowing in what state he was, being full of 
anger and abhorring lii'e, did such things 
that he slew the giant Molearco, and still 
remained in condition to go forward ; and 
so greatly did he signalize himself among 
the Christians, that it seemed as if he alone 
supported the whole weight of battle. At 
this time a great cry ran through the troops; 
it was /or this cause, that Florendos and Pla- 
tir were on foot and surrounded by the ene- 
my, and Florendos fighting with the giant 
Pasistrato, and being .succoured by Platir, 
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slew him. Bat Albayzar^ who never failed 
that day wherever he was needed^ repaired 
thither, aod had brought them to soch state; 
thai if they had not by their surpassing hardi- 
hood borne up^ they must then have ended 
their lives before Primaleon could have suc- 
coured them. With his help Florendos was 
remounted ; Platir had a wound in one leg, 
no that he fought upon his knees^ and by 
reason of this could not be holpen. Never- 
theless, as he was so great a person and so 
excellent in arms, every one rejoiced to ven- 
ture his own life for the sak^ of saving him, 
and by main strength he was carried away 
and delivered to Pasencio ; but Germam of 
Orleans and Luymanes of Burgundy were left 
upon the fields both excellent good knight3 
and of great rank : on the other part, the 
king of Bamba was slain with his two bre- 
thren ; so that if the Christians fell, their 
enemies perished also. Primaleon, though 
these deaths struck him to the heart, bore 
up and mastered his grief with a manly heart, 
that all might not be lost ; and making the 
others remount, turned again to order the 
battle. 
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And now on the part of the Christians the 
giant Dramuziando and he of the Savage 
came again into the fields being refreshed ; 
and on the other part^ Framustante and 
the king of Caspia. With the coming of 
these> and of many others who accom- 
panied them on both sides^ the battle was 
again renewed. The day past on^ and mens 
strength was failing ; for oftentimes when 
many knights withdrew from the fight to re- 
cover strength and take breathy tiiey could 
not return, by reason of the blood which they 
had lost^ and because they were so foredone 
with toil that they could not move, for which 
reason they fell down and died. The cap- 
tains, though they well knew how profitable 
it would have been to sound retreat, fought 
in such loathing of life, that none of them 
wished to give himself any respite from death. 
The 6eld began now to be so covered with 
dead, that the living stumbled over them 
and fell, and some were so weak that they 
could not rise, and thus died under the hor- 
ses' feet, rather than by the hands of the ene- 
my. Not only the common order of horse- 
men died in this manner, but even some of 
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the renowned ones ; for on the Christians 
side duke Drapos of Normandy took his 
deatii, and king Dragonalte of Navarre, 
and Albanis of Frisa, king of Denmark ; yet 
hefore they died they wrought great slaugh- 
ter upon tlie Turks ; for the king of Caspia 
was slain, and many signal knights with him. 
All was now in confusion ; none cared either 
for himself or for others, all fighting with 
the wish of death. 

There were now few horsemen in the field ; 
the foot had not yet charged, having by 
order cf the commanders remained entire 
for the support of the horse, if it should be 
needful ; but their leaders seeing that the 
horse were now utterly broken, and that 
there was none to command, not being able 
to bear the sight of so great slaughter,* by 
common consent charged with such a shock 
as showed the deadly mind which they bare. 
It was a marvellous thing to behold this 
onset ; such was the rage and hatred on 
I'Utli sides, that there was no room for re- 
straint nor caution, and in short time the 
field was drenched with human blood. This 
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battle being on foot^ and none trying nor 
desiring to save his life, they were soon 
destroyed; and in thispart the great supe- 
riority of number overpowered the valour of 
the fewer ; for as the Turks were more than 
three times as many as the Chrisiiaiis, by 
force of weapons they slew them all. It was 
a notable thing, that among so many there 
was not one who sought to escape, nor took 
to flight ; lite was so hateful to them, that 
they desired to be rid of it, rather than 
endure so great sorrow. Few Turks sur- 
vived this battle of the foot ; for though they 
were so many more in number than the 
Christians, the victory cost them so dear, 
that they well nigh all perished. Some were 
left, but they were so wounded, and lost so 
much blood, that they died for lack of help, — 
and thus the foot were destroyed, not beipg 
able to afford any help to the horse. 

The giant Framustante breaking through 
the Christians, met Dramuziando who was 
seeking him ; and not contented now to wage 
battle with the sword, they grappled man to 
man, striving by main strength each to over- 
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throw the other. Hither then cairie sncconf 
on both sides; but as Florendos and Pom- 
pides had had their horses killed fighting in 
the other wing, and were now on foot, it 
was necessary to leave these giants, and 
carry aid to tliem ; Albayzar, who also saw 
that it was needful to repair thither, went 
that way with those who always accom- 
panied him, — but the greater part of that 
company had by this time been slain. Thus 
were Dtamuziando and Framustante left to 
themselves, to carry on their battle at will to 
the end. A terrible battle it was, and of no 
long continuance ; for as their armour was 
cut through in many places, the ruthless 
blows made way into the flesh. Dramu- 
ziando was greatly tormented with many 
deadly wounds, but Framustante with worse 
from his hand ; and that giant knowing now 
that his death was nigh, and hoping not to 
leave any conqueror to boast of it, grappled 
with him anew ; but Framustanite being now 
the weaker, fell under him and yielded up 
the ghost in his hands. Dramuziando was 
left in such plight^ that not being able to 
support himself he sate down upon the body 
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of Framtistfiinte. Some Christians defended 
him from the Turks who would else liave 
slain him^ and with this help he had time to 
take breath and return to the figlit ; but the 
condition in which he was^ disabled him 
from making much exertion. At the news 
of Framustante*8 death a nephew of his came 
qp with his comrades, And surrounded Dra- 
muziaudo, to take vengeance upon him* 
Well did Dramuziando perceive that his 
hour was come^ and he cast his eyes around, 
and saw none of his friends near him, for he 
desired to take leave of them, or at least 
of Don Duardos, and to let him see how he 
died: and so greatly did he love him and 
his sons, that to leave them gave him as 
great pain as death itself; and he wished 
also to commend his wife Arlanza to their 
care, and the fruit which should be born of 
her, for she was great with child. Finding 
none near him to whom he could say tlu.se 
things, he began in his despair to display new 
strength, laying on such mortal strokes ilint 
in short time he made much slaughter, and liiiil 
a heap of dead before him ; and the enemii s 
were so dismayed, that they threw spear^i ar. 
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him from a distaucC) as if he bad been a 
bull. Meantime aa English knight carried 
word to Don Duardos of Dramuziando's state> 
and he hastened thither^ and of all the mi- 
series which he had seen^ none had seemed 
to him so great as this. He beheld Dramu-* 
ziando covered with wounds and blood, and 
at his feet Framustante lay dead, and a heap 
of other knights^ and he was still doing won- 
ders, and surrounded with so many enemies 
that none could succour him. But Don 
Duardos remembering his great virtue and 
courage, alighted and made way in, and 
placed himself at his side. Dramuziando 
seeing Don Duardos beside him^ and the 
love with which he was ready to keep him 
company and die with him, his heart was 
overcome, and with tears^ to which he was 
little accustomed, he besought him to save 
his own life, seeing that for him there was 
no remedy, and asked him to remember his 
wife Arlauza, and that which should be born 
of her, as the child of his true friend Dramu* 
ziando. Having said this, such weakness 
came over him that he sate down again uppn 
JVamustante. Don Duardos^ unable to 
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bear this great sorrow, could not speak a word 
to comfort him for weeping; all he could 
do was to defend him, with the help of Ro- 
ramonte, Don Rosiram dc la Brunda, and 
others who had now come up. Dramuziando 
took off his helmet to take breath, and with 
the air recovered a little ; but what did it 
avail — for the blood of his body was all spent, 
aad he could not uphold himself; and in this 
short space of time he saw Roramonte and 
Don Rosiram fall before Don Duardos ; and 
then resolving not to behold any greater 
evils, to which he could now afford no reme- 
dy, with the rage of death, neither putting 
on his helmet, nor remembering that it was 
oflF, he rushed again at the enemy. But 
Don Duardos, who could not bear to see him 
die, took him by force out of the press, and 
delivered him to Pasencio, whose virtue and 
good care gave life to many a one that day. 
Dramuziando fainted under hfe hands by 
reason of his great loss of blood. 

Don J)uardos judging him to be dead, thrust 
himself into the battle, where the knight of 
tlie Savage helped him to a horse ; he seeing 
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his father in this state felt less the loss of Dra* 
muziando. Incontinently they went to that 
part where Florendos and Pompides were 
fighting ; on the way they found king Estre- 
lante, pierced with mortal wounds^ on foot, 
and with few companions^ and so wearied 
with defending himsi&lf and slaughtering the 
ienemy, that before they could come up to 
help him he fell among the Turks^ dead. If 
I were to tell you the great grief which the 
death of every prince occasioned to his 
friends, another new history would be need- 
ed for each, and all would be taken up with 
tears and sorrow. From thence passing oa 
through the battle they found Florendos re- 
mounted by the help of Palmerin of England, 
and 'of his father Primalcon, and also of 
prince Floraman, who that day performed 
such signal feats as if he had believed the! 
victory over the enemies, and the future 
comfort of hfp own life had depended upon 
them. But Pompides fighting as be was ever 
wont to do, in that place where the Turks had 
surrounded him would have ended his days, 
if they had not borne him from the field, not^ 
H'ithottt gr^at difficulty. Piimaleon^ Pon 
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Duardos, Palmerin of England, the knight 
of the Savage, and some other worthies, now 
thought less of fighting than of encouraging 
those who were left, who seemed to be sup- 
ported only by their presence. Albayzar al- 
so did the same with the few in whom he had 
faith and confidence, for on his part all hope 
and pleasure were as much lost as on the 
other ; they fought only to die, and only de- 
aired that their own lives might be paid for 
with those of the enemy. Then Albayzar 
called to mind the advice of Targiana, ancj 
the grief with which she had parted from him, 
and thatfningled with the sad remeixibrance 
which he bore of b^, and he was exceeding 
sorrowful. 

At this hour there befel a thing full pitiful : 
they who by reason of their feebleness re* 
mained in tlie city, befoje they departed 
from it to the places which Priraaleon had 
provided for their security, seeing the field 
heaped with dead, and the living fighting 
with such desperation that they wished todia 
also, began to lay hand on all things in the 
city, that if any of the enemies should be left 
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there might be no spoil for them ; and piling 
them in the great place, set fire to them. 
Not content with this, they set fire to all the 
houses which had been left standing, so that 
in short tirae they were consumed to ashes. 
The smoke ascended to heaven, the roaring 
of the flame was heard afar off, and the crash 
of walls in their downfall, which had been 
built to stand forever, was terrible. All this 
was done to the end that.BO guerdon or re- 
ward of victory might be left for the enemies. 
They who were in the battle seeing these 
flames and this desolation, and having 
their ears deafened by the earth-shaking fall 
of buildings, paused awhile from fight to 
look upon this great destruction ; and then 
the wrath of the Cniistians being kindled 
ftfresli, they turned again to the conflict. 
A thing it was worthy to be seen and still 
more to be lamented, what most of these 
knights then did : for as they thought them- 
selves devoted to death, and were fighting 
with that desire, they took leave of each 
other with many tears and groans, as men 
who had a long journey to go, the return 
from which was full doubtful. Don Duardos, 
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rho was now an old man^ and greatly wea* 
ied with what he had that day done^ turn- 
d his eyes upon his sons Pahnerin and F16- 
ian, calling to mind their prowess, and how 
lear to their end they and their courage 
veve ; and with this the love of Flerida came 
ipon him, and the grief with which she would 
)e left, finding both father and sons gone ; 
lis heart could not bear these thoughts. He 
vent after them to help them in their need, 
jeeing that they alway sought the place 
>f most danger. Primaleon had the like 
:hou2:hts, and his hardy and invincible heart 
svas in like manner overcome with sorrow at 
that hour ; he remembered how much had 
been lost in that battle, how many princes 
and excellent knights ; and among them he 
saw his son Platir borne from the field, dead, 
as he supposed, and Florendos, though still 
fighting, in little better plight ; and unable 
to endure these things, he turned to battle, 
all bathed in tears ; and hating life, thrust 
into the thickest of the press. There they 
slew his horse, and he did wonders on foot- 
The first who alighted to support him. was 
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his son Florendos, and presently Palmerin, 
who of all the Christians was the one that 
made greatest havock among the enemy, for 
hy his hand he slew two giants, besides other 
famous knights, succouring his friends, and 
saving them when in most danger, with great 
expence of his own blood. He and Floren- 
dos and Primaleon and Fioraman began to 
smite and slay, none daring to keep the field 
against them. Albayzar came up, sorely 
handled and weary, but o^ a fresh horse, 
with which he easily made way. The knight 
of the Savage spurred against him ; his horse 
was so foredone with toil that he could not 
longer carry him, and he grappled with Al- 
bayzar, and keeping fast hold, both came to 
the ground; Don Duardos alighted and help- 
ed his son, and all of Albayzar's side who 
were near crowded to his support. Here it 
appeared that all whom Fortune bad spared 
as yet, were now to be consumed. He of 
the Savage, remembering that all this evil 
had arisen from him, and that Albayzar was 
the instrument, determined to see if he could 
bjing him to the same state as he rest : and 
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letting go his hold, began anew to let drive 
at him. Albayzar with the same determina- 
tion warded and struck ; for he had the same 
invincible courage and deadly resolution with 
the which he had come thither^ being still 
the same, save only in the grief he resented 
for the destruction of his people. None 
could now separate them^ for all they who 
came up had enough to do to defend them- 
selves. And being in this press, where the 
Turks could receive no farther succour, they 
were overpowered by the strength of the 
Christians, so that in short time they were 
all slain, and the field covered with their 
dead bodies. He of the Savage behaved 
himself so well in arms, that by fine force he 
brought Albayzar to the last extremity of 
life : in such sort did he battle with him, 
that no succour being of any avail, he laid 
him dead at his feet, and with him all the 
famous knights of the army had their end, 
among whom the feats of Albayzar were 
greater than those of any other, for by his 
valour he supported the battle : and well 
did he appear worthy of his great command. 
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defending himself and his friends and vassals, 
as long as his strength lasted ; ia fine^ li£ died 
with them as their companion. 

Albayzar being dead, such knights as were 
left neither forsook his body nor the field, 
as is wont to be the case in most battles, 
when the commanders are slain, but desiring 
to follow him in death as they had done ia 
life, many of them attacked him of the Sa- 
vage, who had now neither shield nor sound 
piece of armour upon his whole body, and 
what was worse, his strength so enfeebled 
that he could scant hold his sword ; but tUe 
succour of those who now bore down every 
thing before them, arrived in time to help 
him, and they finally cleared the field. The 
knight of the Savage was carried off it and 
delivered to Pasencio, who received him as 
one dead. Don Duardos, not being able 
either with liis courage or great discretion 
to endure this sight, lamented over him with 
words of sorrowful lamentation and woman- 
ish excess, like one who in that hour was 
beside himself; and called upon Flerida^ as 
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if she could have brought any help in this 
great misery. Then rising with the last de- 
spair^ and seeing as it were all the world dead, 
be longed to bear them company. Palmcrin 
his son, who could as little bear to behold 
before bis eyes this prodigious destruction, 
had the same desire ; but Polinarda came 
to mind, and that thought made him some- 
\rhat satisfied with life that he might again 
see her and serve her ; and then again remem- 
bering all that had chanced, he abandoned 
himself to despair as one who distrusted every 
thing. Florendos, Floraman, and Primaleoa 
grieved also that there was none to slay them. 
Pasencio removed all the wounded which 
had been delivered into his care to a castle 
situated between the Turkish camp and the 
city, where he laboured all he could with 
chirurgeons who searched their wounds, and 
applied all needful remedies, that they should 
not perish for lack of help. But the wound- 
ed were so many, and the desire of life in 
them so little, that their despair well nigh 
did as much hurt as loss of blood. 

Well may it be believed that this was the 
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most notable battle in the world, full of 
death and despair, in which both sides fought 
with equal hatred of life, a thing never seen 
in any other that hath at any time befallen. 
This was the end of Albayzar, nor is such an 
end to be wondered at, for cursed intentions 
for the most part bring on such issue. On 
the part of the Christians the victory was so 
dearly bought/andwon with so little joy, that 
there was no stir whatever to spoil the tents, 
though the spoil was above all price. Not 
even the desire of gain, which at such times 
is wont to make cowards adventure them* 
selves to great danger, had power enough tQ 
make any one lay hands on gold, jewelry, and 
other like things of great costliness and show. 
Every thing yielded to the present sorrow- 
fulness, grief for the loss of their friends, and 
the desire of their wives and children, which 
among men puts all other things in forgets 
fulness. 

The common hinds and boors of the country^ 
who collected after this unhappy battle, cara« 
to ransack the Turks' tents; and because they 
Iiad more knowledge of the gold than of tk« 
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infinite riches of the precious stones and 
jewels, they took their fill of the worst, lear- 
ing those things behind them of greater es- 
timation: such being the brutishness of 
the people, in that they had no better know- 
ledge. 
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CHAPTER 170, 



When this unhappy victory was over neither 
party |iad much to boast of, for on ihe side 
of the Turks their whole force was consumed, 
and on that of the Christians many princes, 
chiefs, and famous knights ; so that there 
was not kingdom, province, nor country in 
the whole world, to which this great evil did 
not extend, many being bereft of their kings, 
and others of a multitude of knights and peo- 
ple; for which cause there was no joy in any 
part, but all was misery, and trouble, and 
sadness. Wherever this news spread, the 
air was filled with cries and lamentations 
which reached to heaven, some bewailing 
the loss of their chiefs, othei*s the death of 
tkeii sons^ kitismen, and friends. The maids 
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nd matrons leaving their houses, \vent 
irough the streets and public places, tear- 
ig their hair and their faces, and lament- 
!g loudly, all without order ; for in so great 
lisery what order could be observed? In 
ranee, Spain, and other kingdoms, the 
hole business was to celebrate obsequies 
Fter the manner of the several countries. 
1 the principal cities, the battlements of the 
alls were covered with mourning and black 
oths, and all the banners and royal ensigns 
fnt, that being a custom equally among 
loors and Christians. On ihe day of the 
attle, as soon as it was over, Pasencio, in 
rder that the ill fortune of that day might 
[)t complete the destruction of all that were 
ft, removed Primaleon, Don Duardos, 
almerin, the knight of the Savage, Flora- 
lan, and others, ordering beds to be provid- 
Ifor them, and such things as were needful 
r their recovery, which seemed doubtful, 
)th by reason of their wounds, and of their 
itred of life. The second day after the 
Lttle, the peasantry being gathered together 
^ some .who had most spirit among them, 
ade something like the appearance of aa 
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jiimy, with which they took the field, spoiU 
ed the tents of the enemies, and slew some 
of the multitude who were not yet dead, 
hatred neither allowing them to show mercy^ 
nor the enemy to ask it ; and they came to 
guard the place where the wounded princes 
were, fearing that else they might by some 
ill fortune be destroyed. 

On the third day Daliarte arrived, where find- 
ing that his art which had announced the to^ 
tal destruction of Constantinople and of all 
its defenders, had something deceived hiai> 
he was something contented to see that the 
principal ones still survived, who might yet 
restore all that was lost ; but the contentment 
was not perfect while he saw their recovery so 
doubtful. Incontinently [he examined their 
wounds himself. Most of the princes were 
in such condition that they did not knovr 
him. 

Beroldo, Platir, and Dramuziando, wene en- 
tirely bereft of their natural reason ; Doit 
JDuardos and the knight of the Savage al- 
most in tl\e ^^xcL& «iate,; Primaleon also well 
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nigh gone. Daliarte plainly perceived that 
^eir victoiiy had been obtained over despe- 
late men, which is never so cheap as to be 
won without loss on the conquerors* part. 
|ie saw]^also that the despair of these princes, 
and the remembrance of what they had lost, 
occasioned as much danger to their lives aa 
the wounds themselves : and for this reason 
the first remedy which he applied was a cer- 
tain ointment, the virtue whereof was such 
as to cast them into a deep sleep, and there- 
by take away the thought of what so grievousn 
ly afflicted them. 

On the fifth day Argentao, the governor of 
the Profound Isle, whom Daliarte had com- 
manded to come, arrived in the port of Con- 
stantinople, with four gallies, hung with 
black : the people received him with ne^Y 
hmentations. ]}aliarte with the men of the^e 
gallies went to the field, where searching 
among the dead he found many Christian 
princes whom he wished to carry to his own 
island, and there give them burial, with those 
who were already in the city, Vernao, Ar^- 
pedoss^ Recindos^ Belagriz, and the otheca* 
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They could scarcely remove them for exceed- 
ing sorrow. And though the air had some- 
what preserved them, and therehy somewhat 
kept off corruption, yet if Daliarte and his 
people had not come properly provided, they 
could not have borne it. Three days were 
they busied in this search, for among so 
great a multitude, the bodies were not easily 
found : and during this time, the women and 
old men whom Primaleon had sent from the 
city, came to the field to look for their hus- 
bands, and sons, and brothers, that they might 
give them burial. Such lamentation did they 
make over them when they found them, that 
Daliarte could not bear to hear it. 

That same day another thing happened, 
which occasioned fresh dismay : six other 
gallies, covered with the same sad symbols 
as the others, entered the port, and finding 
the Christians' vessels, would have forced 
their way by battle. Daliarte prevented this, 
knowing that Targiana and the princess Ar- 
menia came in them, for the bodies of Al- 
bayzar and of the soldan of Persia, Having 
made themselves ktvoNvn, by consent of those 
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of the land, they landed with certain dames 
and damsels clad in bla^ck, and having every 
thing abeut them of the same colour. When 
Targiana found the body of Albayzai* pierced 
with wounds, she threw herself upon it and 
held it in her arms, lamenting over it, not re- 
garding the stateof the body, by reason of the 
greatness of her love and grief. Armenia 
did the same to her brother the soldan of Per- 
sia. Targiana was well known in that land;* 
and being generally well beloved for her 
good conditions, there was not one among 
the CJhristians who could refrain from tears, 
seeing her in such sorrow. Having embark- 
ed the bodies of Albayzar and the soldan, 
Targiana and Armenia went on board, and 
rowed away, invoking plagues and curses up- 
on Constantinople. The bodies of these prin- 
ces were embalmed and filled with precious 
spices which Targiana had brought with her. 
They arrived at a city which was a sea port, 
where the Great Turk received them, and 
made sumptuous obsequies; but these are not 
described, being the works of the enemies. 
Of Targiana it is written, that among other 
words which she exchanged with DaliartCi 
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she learnt firom him that her friends were 
Hviog aad under his protection^ and thai she 
showed great desire to see tbein again^ and 
bade him commend her to each of them se- 
parately ; and then took her leave. Targiana 
remained a widow all the rest of her life, 
for the love which she had borne Albayzar 
was such^ that she never would consent to 
marry again ; so that neither the entreaties 
of her father while he lived availed any thing, 
nor of her vassals after his deaths nor the 
force of certain neighbouring princes who 
wooed her^ and for that reason made war 
upon her. , 

She had a daughter by Albayzar whom he 
named Alchediana after his mother, and at 
his death he left her great with a son, whom 
Targiana named Albayzar, in memory of his 
father. He was afterwards a mighty prince, 
and succeeded to the states of the Turk his 
Grandfather, and was moreover soldan of 
Babylon. He groved a valiant man, and fa- 
mous in arms, a great innamorato, and some- 
thing voluptuous, cruel, and a great enemy 
to the Christians, as one who had been hred 
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up in hatred of them, the death of his fa- 
ther being daily before his eyes ; and he bore 
the like hatred against the sons of Paimerin 
and of the knight of the Savage, and the 
other princes. There were great wars and 
notable battles between them, as may be seen 
in the chronicle of the second Don Duardos^ 
son of Paimerin of England. 

Armenia the heiress of the Persian state, 
after the death of her brother, married by 
her vassals' choice a young prince, her kins- 
man, who was worthy of her and this great 
rank. She had sons by him, of whom the 
eldest was called Beliaazem, a warrior of 
singular prowess, and the great friend of the 
second Albayzar, whose sister, Alchediana, 
he married. They twain were alike in their 
will and deeds, and great feats are recorded 
of them in the Chronicles of England, such 
as well deserve to be held in remembrance, 
even though they were done by enemies. 
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CHAPTER 171. 



Targiana and her gall^es being departed, the 
«age Daliarte went into the city, and as- 
sembled together all the people that could 
be found. And as he now despaired of the 
lives of Primaleon and Florendos his son, for 
their wounds gave no good hope, he ad- 
dressed the people, desiring them totake 
their loss as patiently as they could, and 
not to dismay themselves : but that they 
should provide for the re-edifying their city, 
not only to secure themselves from the dan- 
ger of their enemies, but to witness to the 
world, that fortune had not the power to 
root out quite the name of the noble city 
of Coustantiaople, as she had subverted 
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the memory of so many other famous and 
renowned cities. 

Beside, they should call home again those 
citizens, who, by reason of age and debility, 
had taken themselves to the near adjoining 
fortresses, and by a general voice chuse 
them a governor, for otherwise they should 
not contain themselves within bounds of 
assurance. And therefore, quoth he^ chuse 
you a governor, lest peradventure the 
emperor Primaleon, and prince Florendos 
his son, should finish their li.es by the 
hurts they have received in the battle, and 
the young prince Primaleon, son of Flo- 
rendos, remain inheritor ol the empire. 
But elect him for a certain time only^ and 
at the expiration thereof chuse another, 
or re-fclect the same if his deeds shall have 
been such as to deserve it. And this being 
the manner, no man will so demean him- 
self as to lose so great a charge, and remain 
infamous, as having been found unworthy 
of it. After some time, when prince Prima- 
leon shall beot'suthcientagetotake upon him 
the command, he shall come and assume the 
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sceptre of his estates. Let it not grieve you 
that he should be bred up away from you; 
this must be done for two reasons. First, 
because if his father and p:randfather die 
he will be left destitute of friends and kins- 
men, and any powerful vassal who should 
chuse to tyrannize over the land, might do 
with him what he pleased; as might the 
Turks also if they should return unto this 
city. The other reason is, that where he 
now is he will be bred up in all security, and 
in the company of other noble princes, with 
whom he shall exercise knightly arms, and 
learn the rules of discretion and virtue, 
wherewith it is necessary a prince should 
be adorned, and whereby he may be worthy 
to possess the name and dominion of his 
forefathers. Moreover, while others re- 
member that they have their natural lord 
living who will one day come and look to 
their actions, they will live wfth such respect 
to tliis, that the people shall have less reason 
to complain. All this I pray you remember 
as the vassals and friends of your prince. 
And if, as I have said, it should please God 
that the emperoi V^vvmleon should at this 
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time end his days, I will visit you whenever 
it is needful for the state of the country. 

Much did they thank him for this advice^ 
though they were not a little aggrieved, that 
there was no greater assunince of the em- 
peror Primaleon's life : and after many times 
asking that they might have their prince, 
or see him, which he for good reasons denied, 
they requested of him, that he would tell 
them in what place he was nourished, that 
they might come sometimes to visit him as 
their lord and sovereign. 

Neither may this he, replied Daliarte, till 
time permits : the place where your prince 
is nourished is the Perilous Isle, which 
some time belonged to the sage Urganda 
but at this time is mine, for that my brother 
Palmerin of England, who conquered it with 
his sword and gi*eat loss of his blood, bestow* 
ed it upon me. 

There being now nothing more to say or 
do, he took the body of the old emperor 
ivhicU was embalmed and in the monastery 
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of Saint Clara, and in company with the 
other dead, put it on board a galley. Pri- - 
inaieon, Don Diiardos, and their sons, Be- 
roldo, Graciano, Floraman, and Blandidon, 
who were all lying as dead persons, being 
bereft of their senses by virtue of the oint- 
ment, were laid in anotner galley, where 
their wounds were visited very dihgently as 
their great peril required. 

Then the gallies departing from the city, the 
people began to lament exceedingly, think- 
ing it a griovous thing that they might not 
possess even the bones of their princes. 
Daliartc sailing with wind at will, came 
within sight of the Perilous Isle, where so 
soon as the gallies were seen, tidings were 
carried to the empress Polinarda, and the 
other princesses, who went on foot to the 
port to meet them, feeling as little wearied 
as though the way had been shorter, and 
they accustomed to greater travail. But 
where the heart is concerned it is unweari- 
able ; for as ye have heard, when Pahneria 
won this island he found the way from the 
port so difficult, that he was fain to stop 
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many times, and rest himself. Daliarte 
came with such signs of sorrow, as re- 
newed the memory of the past evils; there 
was no wind that dav, the black sails were 
stretched out, and in the midst of each was 
death painted with a sepulchre behind him : 
the oars were black, and all the ropes and 
every thing else in the galliesof the same 
dolorous colour. They who were at the 
oars were in the same sad livery, and they 
came on rowing in silence, like spect:es 
rather than men. When they came to land, 
and the empress Polinarda saw the body of 
the emperor Palmerin, her husband, taken 
out, overcome with grief and weakness, she 
fainted. Daliarte ordered all the biers to be 
landed on which the dead and the living 
were carried, with little difference between 
them : he having so ordered it for the 
greater security of their lives, of which 
however he had little hope. So being 
l)orne as gently as might be upon mens 
shoulders, they began their way. Behind 
the biers went the empress, accompanied 
"With Gridonia, the empress of AUemaign, 
the queen of France, and Flerida her daugh- 
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iter, the qu6en of Spain^ and the other 
queens and princesses, filling the air with 
shrieks and lamentations> and tearing their 
hair, in such excess of passion that none 
to uld prevent them: they wlio carried the 
biers were moved to such compassion that 
they could scant proceed. This grief was 
general in them; for though Fieri da, Grido- 
nia, Miraguarda, Lionarda, the princess 
Polinarda, and other of the princesses, were 
consoled with the assurance tliat there was 
still some hope of their husbands lives, yet 
grief and love, and what they saw before 
them, would not let them give credit to 
this, nor temper their passion, thinking 
that these words were only feigned conso- 
lacions, necessary at such a time. 

Having reached the place where the perron 
was, whereof ye have heard, and which was 
the half vi^ay, they who carried the biers 
halted to take rest, and then those ladies ha^. 
ing time to satisfy their desire, each went to 
the bier whereon that which most grieved her 
Was laid, and with tears washed ihewoundsand 
the blood with NvUich some of them were still 
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)Yerecl, and covered thetn with their bright 
id l>eaiuii'ul tresses, and with the sleeve 
• their garments wiped them, as if those 
medies had brought some relief to their 
Hiptioji; — but this was not permitted to 
lerida, nor to those whose husbands might 
ive received hurt by being disturbed. And 
om time to time they lifted up their faces, 
hich were bathed in tears, one calling to 
le pther, as if looking for consolation ; — 
It all stpod in need of it, and none could 
;stpw it on another: and in that de^air 
ley fell again upon the biers. DaUarte, when 
3 found that no words which he could 
»e were of any effect to turn them from 
leir intent, fuH of the same grief himself, 
ite himself down upon a stone, waiting 
11 they should be weary of weeping, and 
leir passion find an interval, and ^Uow 
lem to proceed on their way. And there 
linking o.n this great loss and great mi- 
:ry,'and with what reason the death of so 
lany and such men might be lamented, his 
eart could not bear it, and he threw himself 
n his face upon the stone : for he could 
ot bear t;o see Flei:ida ieax \xer face, lopk- 

2o2 
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ing up to heaven^ and uttering shrieks 
which rang through the whole Isle, and 
clinging to the bier of Don Duardos and la- 
menting all their misfortunes, and accusing 
time and fortune that they had left her to so 
many miseries, and bereft her of all she held 
dear. Polinarda and the queen of Thrace, 
her daughter-in-law, accompanied her with 
the like lamentations. In another part, 
Gridonia and Miraguarda were bewailing 
in the same manner, and all the other 
queens, princesses, and ladies, for there 
was not one among them all who had not 
great part in this great destruction. Ar- 
lanza and Cardiga, the wives of Dramuzi- 
ando and Almourol, filled the whole moun- 
tain with their dismal cries. Thus they con- 
tinued till their passion abated from exhaus- 
tion, and Argentao found opportunity to 
bid the bearers proceed ; for Daliarte was 
so overcome by the misery before his eyes, 
that he had no thought to do anything. 

So they took up the biers and proceeded 
in the same order as before till they had 
reached the summ\x ^^ vlve island. Great 
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IS the prudence of DaUarte in making 
ose who were not dead appear so, or else 
was the disposition of fortune to prevent 
rther ill^ for had they come in their senses, 
id seen this dolorous welcoming, their bo- 
es lacking blood and strength, grief mjght 
ive destroyed them. I may be excused 
om relating all the delays which took place 
id all the swoonins^s and manifestations of 
now, for it is not well to fill up all with 
i^ery : every one may conceive what would 
J the state of these ladies, w ho.had lost hus- 
mds, sons, kingdoms and states, and wer^ 
>w in an island, without neighbourhood and 
ithout hope of any good fortune. One conr 
ntment only they felt amid their grief; 
e love which they had borne their hus- 
mds was so deeply rooted, that they re- 
iced to remain with them eyen when dead. 

ut it was the will of fortune that this should 
)t be the chief remedy for many of them ; 
r after they had reached the castle, the 
3ad were carried to the temple and they 
ho were not dead were looked to with such 
ligence, that in few days they began to 
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show some hope of recovery. This certain- 
ty Daliarte kept to himself, not chusing to 
communicate it to those princesses, fearing 
that they would prevail by their impor- 
tunity and visit their husbands, and thereby 
peradventure undo the work of the reme- 
dies. After some time longer, Prima- 
leon was the first who recovered strength 
enough to be visited ; then Prilmerin of Eng- 
land, and the others afterwards. Dramu- 
ziando add the knight of the Savage often 
fell back into greater/ danger, and were 
longer recovering : but when they were all 
at length safe, joy then began to appear anew, 
and the clouds of sorrow tQ pass away. The 
dead, greatly as they were lamented, began, 
according to the course of nature, to be for- 
gotten, and the recovery of the living was 
regarded with such joy, that none thought 
of the past. The empress, though she re- 
membered her husband with whom she had 
aeen so much greatness, so many triumphs, 
and such sovereign command, yet calling to 
mind the great age at which he had depart- 
ed, which was not till he had become decrepid, 
healed this grief, as women heal all things, by 
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olding her son alive^ and her daughters^ 
her grandchildren ; for with this most 
nen forget their husbands^ — and many 
1 less than this. 



428 



CHAPTER THE LAST. 



It is written in the General Chronicle of 
England, from which this history is taken, 
that though those ladies whose husbands 
and sons survived, put all past losses in for- 
getfulness, it was not so with these survivors; 
contrariwise the chronicle saiih, that Don 
Duardos and Primaleon aUvavs resented such 
great sorrow for the death of their friends, 
that never after were they joyful^ so long as 
they lived. The others being young men 
ni^uly married, though they felt these mis- 
fortunes, nevertheless it was not with the 
same excess as these two, for the love of 
their wives, for whom they had laboured so 
Jong, whom they had obtained so lately, and 
loved so well, gave occasion to some con- 
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tentment and many pastimes. Joannes de 
Esbrec who composed the chronicle of 
those times^ Jaymes Biut^ and Anrico 
Frustro, (authentic writers,) affirm that 
Primaleon, Don Duardos, and all the others 
remained in the Island till the dead were 
interred, in which there was some delay ; 
the reason was, that the sage Daliarte wished 
to build a new temple for this purpose, the 
which, with the help of Argentao, was in short 
time edified^ and as sumptuously ornamented 
as beseemed the occasion. It had appur- 
tenances of marveUous grandeur^ which 
were made more leisurely ; but that part 
which was tirst edified Daliarte called the 
Sepulchre of the Princes, by which name the 
Island was afterwards known. In the highest 
and most honourable place the emperor Pal- 
merin was placed, being embalmed, seated 
upon a full rich seat, answerable to his dig- 
nity ; his beard was long and white, and 
his appearance grave and affable, such as 
it was wont to be while he lived; on his right 
hand was the emperor Vernao his son in law : 
on his left Arnedos and Recindos kings of 
Spain and France ; below them Estrelante 
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King of Hungary, Dragonalte of Navarre, 
Albanis of iVisa, Polinardo, Diapos oFNor- 
jnandy, and Belcar, and the others in like 
manner, according to their precedency : all 
these were placed in niches of the wall, and 
the emperor .at the head thereof; with the 
giant Almourol behind him, holding his 
mace iu his hands^ as bis guard. At the 
entrance of the gate, in a high and fitting 
situation, was the soldan Belagriz, betweea 
king Tarnaes his brother in law, and May- 
orlcs the Grand Khan. Each of these 
princes and knights had his shield hungup 
above him, with the colours and devices 
which he had chiefly used in his Ufe-time, 
and bis name written on the rim thereof. 
Their obsequies were performed with all 
the solemnity and ceremony which was 
possible, and it may be believed^ with iiptable 
grief. 

This being finished the princes resolved to go 
in person and visit their kingdoms and lord- 
ships, where their vassals expected thein, 
being now certified of their recovery; for 
DaJiarte, to prexeriX. Xum\iks and ^iisentiow 
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had this notified every where. Daliarle made 
them a speech full of good advice and preg- 
nant reasons, touching the manner which 
they ought to observe in the government of 
their kingdoms; and requesting them more- 
over, since those princesses whom they had 
newly married, some had brought children 
with them when they arrived at the island, 
others had arrived great with child, and had 
now childed, that they would think it good 
to let their sons be brought up there, to the 
end that attervvards, what with the remem- 
brance of their breeding up, and the love 
which they would thus feel, they might ever 
after continue in ihe same friendship as their 
fathersj and each wiih the favour of his 
friends safely and peaceably possess his do- 
minions. Moreover, he would labour to 
train them in all good and virtuous thewes, 
beseeming their persons. There were con- 
• * sultaiions among these princes before they 
replied to Daliarte : they who asked the 
advice of their wives, being overcome by 
their tears, could ill consent to be separa le 
from the company of their children ; in fine 
however, being convinced by the autho- 
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rity of Daliarte^ and the great profit which 
must needs result to those who should be 
brought up by so wise a man, they consented 
to leave their children in the Island under 
his care, till they were of age to bear arms. 
They say that Miraguarda, when she came 
from Constantinople, brought a son with her 
who was called Primaleon, like his grand- 
father, and came pregnant with Gridonia. 
The empress Basilia had two sons ; the one 
was called Trineo, the second Vernao, 
after his father, being born after his death. 
Of Clarisia, the wife of Graciano, Arnedos 
was born : of Onistaldo, the wife of Beroldo, 
Recindos: Belcar left the second Belcar, 
and Francian left Polendos, who was king of 
Thessaly. Palmerin, surnamed of Lacede- 
mouia, was born of Platir and Sidela ; of 
Armisia and Pompides, Doriel, who after 
his father's death reigned in Scotland. Of 
Leoni'la and Frisol, Drapos king of Nor- 
mandy : of Arnalta a daughter, who was 
called Floranda : Germam *of Orleans left 
Ardiman of France, who proved an excel- 
lent knight. The great Palmerin begat the 
second Doti Duardos, who afterwards reign- 
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ed in England; as brave as his father, and 
as great an innamorato^ but less fortunate 
in love^ as is shown in the chronicle of his 
feats. Joannes de Esbrec affirms^ that after 
Palmerin and Polinarda left the Island and 
returned to England with his father and mo- 
ther, they had a daughter whom they called 
Flerida. Jaymes de Biut and Anrico 
Frustro speak only of the second Don 
Duardos^ who was left in the Island : it 
seems that Joannes de Esbrec is the more 
accurate^ he being of the greatest authority 
in all these things. And in the chronicle 
of the second Don Duardos, which pro- 
ceedetU from this and is not yet translated, 
much mention is made of this Flerida. Of 
the knight of the Savage and the queen of 
Thrace, Vasperaldo was born ; who also was 
left in the Island, and was like his father in 
arms, and in love a little more constant. 
Tornelo, a Macedonian author, says that 
after some years they had a daughter named 
Carmelia, after her mother's grandmother, 
whose beauty was so admirable as to occa- 
sion some envy in Valeriza of Spain, and in 
Flerida her cousin, from which many ad- 
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vprrturcs^ or misadventures arose, which 
«re treated of at large in the chronicle of 
the second Don Duardos^ he having been 
her servant, and little favoured by her. Of 
Alinourol and Cardiga the second Almourol 
was born, to whom his mother gave that 
name, by reason of the love she bare his fa- 
ther, and that the son was bom after his 
death. From Dramuziando and Arlanza, 
Pavorante the Strong, who remained in the 
Island ; afterwards they had a daughter 
named Lastriza, who married the second 
Almourol. All these princes, who were bora 
in the Island, remained in it, and were 
brought up under the discipline of Daliarte, 
till they were of an age to receive knight- 
hood, when he knighted some of them with 
his own hand. 

The empress Polinarda, the empress Basilia^ 
and the queens of France and Spain, and 
Tliessaly, and all the other princesses and 
ladies whose husbands were buried there, 
abode in that island all the days of their life> 
for tlicy would not return to their kingdoms^ 
M'hcre they could uot louder enjoy that con- 
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tentment with which they had formerly pos- 
sessed them : only Arnalta queen of Navarre, 
taking her daughter with her, went to her 
own dominions, and this daughter afterwards^ 
by reason of her great beauty, was sued to by 
many. Cardiga the wife of Almourol, by 
Beroldo's desire, returned^to Spain, where she 
possessed the castles of Almourol and Car- 
diga, which were so called from her and her 
husband. To Dramuziando the island was 
given which had been his wife's father's : he 
making such terms with Argentao, as fully 
contented him. Selviam, Armelo, and Ro- 
borante, remained in the Island, to be fos- 
terers of these young princes, under Daliar te's 
direction ; each one had especial charge of 
the one that most concerned him ; but Al- 
mourol was commended to their joint care, 
he seeming to be the most destitute of all. 

When Primaleon, Don Duardos, and the 
other princes left the Isle, their departure was 
not taken without tears, which renewed the 
remembrance of former sorrows. On reach- 
ing their kingdoms some of them had much 
to do in putting them in order. Primaleon 
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had most to do in re-l}uildiog Constantia'* 
op]e. He was redeiv^d by his vassals as one 
sent from heaven ; ^i at bis entrance he 
would permit no feifbts dfbr public rejoicings. 

In process of timtf hi§ court recovered all 
its greatn&s^ and was frequented^ as in old 
times^ with knights both of that and of other 
countries; but after Valeriza in Spain, Car- 
melia in Thrace^ and Flerida in England, be- 
gan to astonish the world with their beauty, 
then things were changed, and in each of 
these kingdoms there was a great court. At 
one time all came to visit the emperor Pri- 
maleon in Constantinople, whereby the 
greatness and majesty of that court was 
made to exceed whatever it had been be- 
fore ; but then so many disasters and ad- 
ventures succeeded, that Pala)erin of Eng- 
land, Florendos, he of the Savage, and all 
the others of their time, returned to seek ad- 
ventures with as much danger of their persons 
as in the days of their youth. Their son^ 
when they left the Island of the Sepulchre 
of Princes, and were knighted, some of them 
b/ Daliarte's hand, they astonished the world 
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with their expldtts. The second Don Diiar-' 
dos was the iloWt^r of tnem all : whoso is cu- 
rious to see the prowess of these knights, let 
him read the chronicle of this Don Duardos, 
and in it he shall see novelties and wonders^ 
which he may also see in the chronicles of 
Palmerin of England and of the 'knight of 
the Savage ; of Pompides^ end of king Flo- 
raman of Sardinia; and of the second Al- 
bayzar; son of Albayzar the great soldan of 
Babylon, who died in this great wat^ the 
history whereof ye have heard ; and of Be- 
liaazem soldan of Persia ; for their feats dis- 
mayed the whole world. In these books also 
would be found many memorable things of 
the great sage Daliarte, who going about to 
succour his iriends and kinsmen with his in- 
dustry, skill, and valour, being an old man, 
was slain with many wounds upon a bridge in 
Ireland, for which cause nothing more is re- 
lated of those queens and princesses who re- 
mained in the Island of the Sepulchre of 
Princes ; for whenever he left it he enchanted 
it in such manner that it became invisible, and 
at his death he had no time to disenchant it, 
wherefore it is believed that it is at this daf 
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in the state in which he left it. This would 
be a notable thing to see^ if any one in our 
time should by his knowledge be able to dis- 
enchant it, and see if the emperor Palmerin 
de Oliva be still there, with the other kings, 
princes, and knights, who were there deposit- 
ed after the manner which ye have heard, 
and the queens and princesses also who re- 
mained alive, accompanying the empress, 
who may well be envied ; for friendship so 
rare, and actions so famous, are worthy of 
great praise^ and to be greatly envied. 
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